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PREFACE, 


Fi preceding volume having em- 
braced all the more important diſeaſes 
falling under the immediate province of 
the Phy/ician, there remain only a few 
- anomalous matters in his department; 
which having ſome relation to. other 
complaints now to be noticed, may be 
ſuitably arranged in this part of the 
work. Theſe will be claſſed relatively 
to other matters; having here a prin- 
cipal regard to the diſorders falling un- 
der the province of the Surgeon, with 
others that may be ſaid to be of a mix- 
ed kind; but ſhould be all familiar to 
every Accoucheur. 
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i PREFACE. 

Bur beſide thoſe affections which 
may be preciſely termed Diſeaſes, In- 
fants oftentimes preſent themſelves to 
the world under circumſtances that call 
for immediate aſſiſtance, being, as it 
were in a kind of intermediate ſtate be- 
tween life and poſitive death, and with 
the appearance ſometimes of being ac- 
tually dead ; but may, nevertheleſs, be 
reanimated by timely and judicious aid, 


fo as * reſcued from any 
peculiar dangers. 


O this account, ſome practical di- 
rections, on this head, it is preſumed, 
may form a ſuitable Introduction to this 
volume ; as the ſubject could not, with 
ſtrict propriety, be arranged under the 
head of Children's Diſeaſes. 
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Hine in the Preface touched up- 
on all ſuch topics : as might be deemed 
neceſſary to an Introdu#ion to the ſub- 
ſequent parts of this work, the reader 
is reminded, that the preſent ! Exordium 
is dedicated to the conſideration of the 
ſtate of apparently ſtill-born children, 
and to point out the moſt likely means 
of their animation. And' what I have 
here to offer is the reſult of an experi- 
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iv INTRODUCTION. 


ence that has been attended with more 
ſucceſs than might have been expected. 
I HAvE,, indeed, both at the Lying- 
in-hoſpital, and elſewhere, met with 
many inſtances of children born with 
very little, and others without even 
the ſmalleſt appearance of life, ſome of 
whom have remained entirely deſtitute 
of any fign of it, for more than a quar- 
ter of an hour, and yet have been hap- 
pily reſtored. I pretend to little or 
no {kill in this buſineſs not generally 
practiſed, and can ſcarcely gueſs to what 
to attribute this ſucceſs, unleſs it may 
be an unwearied aſſiduity and perſever- 
ance in my attempts, whenſoe ver there 
are no certain ſigns of death, till con- 
ceive nothing i is poſſibly to be expect- 
ed from them. And this has ſo often 
ſucceeded, that I have been tempted to 
think its importance may, poſſibly, not 


have, ; been keient y attended to by 
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every practitioner. I reſt this pre- 
ſumption, not only upon ſome fortu- 
nate events where I have had little or 
no previous ground for hope, but where 
other practitioners had, in ſome in- 
ſtances, abandoned it. A certain ſteady 
preſeverance in our attempts to pre- 
ſerve life, as long as the leaft hope 
may remain, is, indeed, not only a 
duty we owe to the Public, but one 
ſacceſsful attempt is an abundant re- 
compence for many failures; eſpecially, 
as I imagine we ſhall rarely fail when- 
ever there may be the leaſt poſitive 
ground for hope of a favourable iſſue. 
As to the MEANs, they conſiſt only 
of warmth, clyſters, ſtimulants, and 

eſpecially Me a into _ 
_ trachea, 
Tre ordinary ſtimulants are the 
ſmoke of lighted brown paper, or to- 
bacco; juice of onions; frictions with 
hot cloths, and brandy; cold brandy 
B 3 poured 
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poured on the thorax; and on the funis 
umbilic. where it is inſerted into the 
belly; ſtriking the nates, and the ſoles 
of the feet ; ſtimulating the noſe; and 
pharinx with a feather, (drawing out 
the mucus that may preſent ;) with 
every other fimilar mean calculated to 
excite a ſtrong effort, eſpecially that of 
crying; to which our attempts more 
particularly tend. On this account, 1 
believe, no great benefit is to be ex- 
pected from ſtroking the blood along 
the funis, or immerſing the placenta in 
warm water; the fetal life being ex- 
tinct, the recovery of the child will de- 
pend on the blood paſſing freely through 
the lungs, which it cannot do till the 
child is brought to breathe freely and 
forcibly: the continuance of which alſo 
is never ſecure, till it begins to cry. 
To theſe ends, I have depended above all 
upon blowing into the trachea, through 
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the mouth, which I am ſatisfied, may 
be more effectually done by the mouth 
of the aſſiſtant being placed immediately 
upon the child's, than by means of a 
blow- pipe; (although the air is, indeed, 

certainly leſs pure ;) at the ſame time; 
preventing the return of the air before 


it has entered the lungs, by the fingers 


of one hand placed at the angles of the 
mouth, and thoſe of the other on each 
fide the noſe. But I have ſometimes 
imagined, that I might attribute much 
of my ſucceſs not only to the continu- 
ance of this, but to the manner of do- 
ing it, by attempting to imitate natural 
reſpiration, by forcing. out the air I have 
thrown in, by a ſtrong preſſure againſt 
the pit of the ſtomach ; thus blowing 
in, and alternately preſſing out the air, 
for a long time together, omitting it 
only now and then, to make uſe of 
ſome of the abovementioned means: 
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which latter, however, can do very lit- 

tle to inſure the life of the child, until 
it begins not only to gaſp, and that with 
ſhorter intervals, but alſo to breathe in 
a ſomewhat uniform manner. At this 
time, ſhould the child not be diſpoſed 
to cry, which is frequently the caſe, I 
think nothing is ſo likely to ſucceed as 
a tobacco, or other very ſtimulating 
clyſter; or putting a little Scotch- 
ſnuff, or other pungent powder, up the 
noſe, which latter if they induce ſneez- 
ing, will ſoon be followed by a ſtrong 
cry, and the child be with certainty 
reſtored. 

AMONGST other means, that of 
warmth was recommended ; to which 
end, the infant ſhould be entirely co- 
vered with very hot cloths, which ſhould 
be renewed as faſt as they become cool; 

or the body may be immerſed in a tepid 
bath of ſalt and water, or milk, and be 
tad 1 well 


„ 
CEOS 
3 


8 
* — * 


— 2 
- ” 
no * - 
" — — 4 % 
= — — = 


= 
. 

. 
1 

2 

* | : 

ä 

11 

1 , 
1 

b G 

1 1 : 

7 ? 

5 - 

G 1 5 

\ a . „ 

2 FT . 
.=z) 

1 

r 

. | 

= 7 £ , 

- 5 * 

«.& , 95 

"= 4 { 
1 = 

- * 1 * 

* . 

o 

* J * 1 

* * 0 

: N 

b 

3-4 

x r 

f * 

* F 

. 

* F 
# 
xr 

: 
: 
- 
Ps . 
. 
. 
> 
| 27 


INTRODUCTION. 2 


well rubbed all over: the cord may 
likewiſe be ſuffered to bleed a little, 
eſpecially if the face or body do not 
ſoon acquire the natural colour—but 
this ought ſeldom to be done, or the 
funis be divided as long as any pulſation 
is to be felt in it. 

To theſe means may be added the 
cautious uſe of electricity, which ap- 
pears as likely to be ſucceſsful in theſe, 
as in moſt other caſes to which it has 
been applied: but I have never been 
in a ſituation to make trial of it, or I 
certainly ſhould, as I once knew a child 
happily recovered by it, after being 
laid out for dead, for near two: hours, 
in conſequence of a fall from a two- 
pair of ſtairs window. 

Bur ſhould theſe ſeveral means fail; 
as a laſt reſource, a very different kind 
of ſtimulant may be tried, and inſtead 
of laying the infant aſide in a warm 

flannel, 
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flannel, it ſhould be expoſed to ſudden 
and ſevere cold, which I remember 
once to have ſucceeded after the life of 
the child had been deſpaired of. 

I HALL juſt add, that, amongſt other 
ſymptoms of ſome ſuppoſed irrecover- 
|| able injury a child may have ſuſtained 
10 in the birth, is that of a diſcolouted 
= and often fetid, or bloody water forc- 
3 ing out of the noſe, after the lungs have 
been two or three times artificially in- 
10 flated. Under theſe circumſtances, 
however, I many years ago ſucceeded 
in two or three inſtances ſo far as to 
animate children ſufficiently both to 
breathe and to cry; but they afterwards 
lay in a moaning ſtate for four or ſix 
hours, and then expired. To ſucceed 
thus far, indeed, if I am rightly in- 
formed, may prove of importance, where 
the courſe of a family eſtate may be 
pending ona living child. I have, how- 
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1 
ever, lately been fortunate enough to 
ſucceed completely, under the moſt 
unfavourable circumſtances, and after a 
great quantity of diſcoloured mucus, 
and ſomething like meeonium, was 
forced up both from the throat and 
noſe ; and the child, an unuſually large 
one, is ſtill living. 

IT will be preſumed, I dare ſay, that 
the above ſcrupulous attention is not 
deſigned to be inculcated in every in- 
ſtance of apparently ſtill- born infants, 
but principally where the death of the 
child may not only not be certainly aſ- 
certained, but there has previouſly been 
reaſon to expect it would be brought 
alive into the world. The great im- 
portance, however, of the ſubject, it is 
hoped, will be a ſufficient apology with 
moſt readers for the length of theſe 
directions; and as the attempt to re- 
ſtore infants to life has always been a 
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y who may deem it 


prolix or ſuperfluous. 


A TREATISE, 


, emboldens me to riſk 


the cenſure of an 


others to a perſeverance in the uſe of 


the like means 


moſt pleaſing employment to myſelf, the 
deſire of being an occaſion of inducing 
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TREATISE, 


Oe. Oc. G&c. 


N the former volume, conſiderable at- 
tention has been paid to cutaneous 
diſorders ; either from their being 

found to require direct medical treatment, 

or from their ſtanding in connexion with 
other complaints ſtrictly appertaining to 
the Phy/ician's department. 

There are, nevertheleſs, many affections 
of the ſkin of a different kind, which be- 
ing either uſually unconnected with any 
diſorder of the ſyſtem, or elſe forming 
ſores on the ſurface requiring their appro- 
priate topical remedies, fall ſtrictly under 
the province of the Surgeon, and will there- 
fore be conſidered in this place, 


Or 


14 IIxVEX. 


Or the cutaneous affections coinciding 
with one or other of the latter deſcrip- 
tions, I ſhall for order ſake, treat firſt of 
ſuch as appear on the Head. 


Tinza, or SCALD-HEAD. 


an is a very troubleſome complaint, 
and is ſaid to be often a ſcrofulous ſymp- 
tom ; but it is certainly more commonly 
communicated by contact, and when light- 


ing on a ſcrofulous habit may be more 


difficult of cure. It is, indeed, highly 
contagious, eſpecially amongſt children, 
at ſchools, or other places where they mix 
freely together, exchange hats, or other 
covering of the head, with ſuch like in- 
tercourſe ; by which means, it has-· ſome- 
times been communicated through a whole 
ſchool. I hope, however, to point out a 
ſucceſsful method of cure, the unplea- 
fantneſs of which has, improperly I 
think, prevented its being more _ 
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From ſome conſiderable experience, I 
may venture to ſay, that being uſually a 
mere complaint of the ſkin, it may be 
moſt ſucceſsfully treated by topical appli- 

cations. This diſeaſe is ſeated in the lit- 


tle glands at the roots of the hair; is 
ſometimes dry, but at others moiſt, and 


then produces little ulcers, which being 
thoroughly cleanſed, and made to digeſt, 
may be ſafely healed up; as I have found 
in many other affections of the ſkin, in 
which the ſyſtem has, often over- ſcrupu- 
louſly, been conceived to be concerned. 

It is not uncommon, I know, to ad- 
miniſter a variety of internal remedies, 
and perhaps they may ſometimes be re- 
quired, though I think I have ſeldom 
given any thing more than lime-water, or 
a decoction of the woods; and a few 
purges at the decline of the eruption. 

Ir the complaint be taken early, before 
it has ſpread far over the head, and whilſt 
the ſcabby patches are ſmall and diſtin, 
it may be frequently cured by an ointment 


wade of equal parts of ſulphur, flour of 


muſ- 


muſtard, and powder of ſtaves-acre, mix- 
ed up with lard or other unctuous ſub- 


ſtance; or by the ſulphur ointment, with 


a ſmall addition of the calx hydrargyri 
alba. And this laſt preparation may very 
fafely be made uſe of, if the patient be 
kept within doors, and the body properly 
open ; as it will be neceſſary to rub in 
only a ſmall portion, once or twice a day, 
on the parts immediately affected. But if 
the diſeaſe ſhould ſpread, or has already 
extended itſelf over a great part of the 
head, the hair muſt be ſhaved off, and the 
head waſhed twice a day with a ſtrong de- 
coction of tobacco ; repeating this proceſs 
till the ſcabs diſappear, and the hair grows 
up from the parts they had occupied. Or, 
inſtead of the decoction of tobacco, the 
head may be well waſhed with the lotio 
ſaponacea, with the addition of a ſmall 
quantity of the aqua kali puri, and the 
ſcabs anointed with the unguent. hydrar- 
gyri nitrati in the place of the ſulphur 
ointment and calx of mercury ; the for- 
mer being a very powerful, as well as a 

_ ſafe 


TI NEA. 17 


ſafe application, and may be uſed in any 
quantity that may be neceſſax. 
Bor the complaint is ſometimes of long 
ſanding before medical aſſiſtance is aſked, 
and is not only extended over all the head, 
but the ſcabs are thick, and riſe high 
above the ſurface, returning as often as 
they may fall off. I have, however, never 
failed to cure the common tinea by a me- 
thod perhaps well known, but too ſeldom 
complied with in time, on account of its 
apparent ſeverity. It conſiſts only in well 
waſhing the head, firſt cloſe- ſhaved, with 
2 piece of flannel and a ſtrong lather of 
ſoap- ſuds, and then rubbing in very forci- 
bly the common unguentum picæ and a 
good quantity of the pulvis ellebor. alb, 
or other ſafe depilatory, for near an hour 
at a time, always uſing it very warm; and 
covering the head with a bladder to pre- 
ſerve the ointment on the part, as well as 
to keep it from ſticking to the cap, or 
other covering made uſe of. When this 
has been done three or four times, not only 
vox. 11. C 3 
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the ſcabs, but the hairs will alſo loofen, 
which muſt be pulled out, however un- 
pleaſant the operation may be, as it will, 
indeed, prove a kindneſs in the end; but 
_ muſt be repeated till all the hairs be taken 
out: after which new hair will riſe free 
from ſcabs, which is a ſufficient indication 
that the diforder is effectually removed. 
Some writers with the like view adviſe the 
application of repeated _ _> the 
head has been cloſe ſhaved. 

The following plaſter is e 4 re- 
commended by Mr. Tnouas Monkrsox, 
Surgeon in Dublin, a as fecceRtful in the 
worſt caſes. 

The headis to be well waſhedand a brad 
and milk poultice applied, if the ſcabs are 
very dry; and the plaſter afterwards ap- 
plied, ſpread on ftrips of linen, which are 
to be renewed every day. Take of com- 
mon ale, one pound; of the fineſt flour, 
three ounces; mix them intimately; and 
having ſet them over a very briſk fire, 
add two ounces of yellow reſin, Av mag 
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them conſtantly until they ſhall be per- 
fectly incorporated, and take on a e 
gelatinous appearance. 

THERE is, however, a ſpurious kind of 
ſcald-head, that is ſometimes more diffi- 
cult of cure; but it requires nothing but 
patience in the uſe of one or more of the 
above remedies, or at moſt, an alterative 
plan of the flowers of ſulphur, or of ſome 
mild mercurial preparation, with the com- 
mon decoction of the woods, or the Liſ- 
bon diet-drink. Or, ſhould the difficulty 
conſiſt in getting out the hair entirely, or 
deſtroying the diſeaſed glands at its roots, 
the calx viva may be had recourſe to, in 
one form or other; and is exceedingly 
preferable to an adheſive pitch-plaſter. 
In a few inſtances, the unguent. hydrargyri 
mitius has a wonderful efficacy. This re- 
medy ſhould, however, be cautioufly ap- 
plied, and inſtead of being forcibly rub- 
bed in, like other topical remedies, ſhould 
be only ſpread lightly, and very thin on 
the ſcalp: the body ſhould at the ſame 
time be carefully kept open. In the fpuri- 
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ous tinea particularly, it may be prudent 


to open an iſſue, or fix a ſeton in the nape 
of the neck. 


' SCURFINESS of the HEAD. 


8 infants early contract a ſcurfineſs 


on the head, which increaſes as they grow 


up, becoming likewiſe very thick, and 
itching exceedingly. It is more com- 
monly dry, but is ſometimes moiſt, and 
even diſcharges a great quantity of a 
very thin fluid. In either caſe, it can 
ſcarcely be termed a diſeaſe, and is only 


worthy of mention with a view to pre- 


venting miſchief, from the application of 
1mproper remedies; or its degenerating 
into a real complaint, through neglect, 
Amongſt the poor, indeed, it often ariſes 


from that ſource, and can be removed only 
by proper combing of the head, and other- 
wiſe keeping it clean. But ſhould it ariſe 
ſpontaneouſly, as it ſometimes does about 
the time of teething, I believe that very 

| little 
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little need to be done, nor ought to be, 
further than keeping the head clean, and 
often combing, or bruſhing it cautiouſly, 
as above directed : at moſt, the ſcabs'may 
be touched, every now and then, with a 
little cream till they begin to looſen, or 
with a drop or two of arquebuſade water 
if they are too moiſt ; at the ſame time, 
carefully avoiding taking cold on the part. 
I raves, however, ſometimes ſeen a ſcur- 
fineſs of the head, taking place even during 
the month, attended with an exceſſive diſ- 
charge of a thin fluid ; which it would be 
alike improper either to repel, or encou- 
rage. A good general application in this 
caſe, though truly anile, is that of warm- 
ed butter and beer, with which the head 
may be waſhed twice a day; and certainly 
not only does no harm, and keeps the 
head clean, but has appeared to me, in 
ſome inſtances, to do more to remove the 
complaint, than any thing I have ſeen uſed. 
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T His diſorder ſo commonly known and 
eaſy of treatment, is mentioned chiefly in 


order that nothing may be over-looked 
relative to the diforders of child-hood. It 


is a very contagious diſeafe, but uſually 
eaſy of cure, and ſeldom requires any thing 
more than a free uſe of the unguentum 
fulphuris. There is, indeed, a ſpurious 
Kind, (as of the tinea) which is far leſs, 


or often nowife contagious, but is more 


difficult of cure than the genuine. Should 
the brimſtone ointment, therefore, fail, 
fulphur ſhould be adminiftered inwardly, 
and ſometimes mercurials; which may 
likewiſe be. added to the ointment, and 
in a few-weeks, at moſt, will not fail of 


removing the complaint. It is common 


to adminiſter at the ſame time ſome al- 
terative diet-drink. 
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Tu Herpes miliaris, 5 Hit Shingles 
are diſtinguiſhed by ſome writers, but I 
can ſee no good reaſon for it; and M. 
AvuRELItus S8v8RINus, and others, have 
eſteemed them to be the ſame diſorder. 
The Herpes, like the foregoing com- 
plaints, is a diſeaſe of the ſkin, infeſting 
ſome children almoſt annually, and ap- 
pearing in.dry ſcurfy blotches, on different 
parts of the body, and ufually of a circu- 
lar form. It becomes troubleſome chiefly 
from the violent itching that attends it, 
and would probably get well of itſelf: it 
even ſometimes has the appearance of . 
ing critical, or is, perhaps, rather an in- 
dication of ſome favourable change in 
valetudinarians, eſpecially in adults, who 
are ſometimes found getting the better of 
chronical complaints at the time the ſhin- 
gles _—— its appearance. It is, how- 
84 ever, 
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ever, often a blemiſh, as it frequently at- 
tacks the hands and face, and eſpecially 
the forehead ; and in the former caſe, is 
ſometimes ſore. It is amongſt the vulgar 
errors, I believe, that when it appears on 
the breaſt or loins, if it ſnould extend 
round the whole body, it would prove 
fatal. This form of the diſeaſe is termed 
zona herpetica; but if it ſhould prove 
fatal, the complaint is more likely to be 
the proper zona, or ignis ſacer, which 
very much reſembles the e veſt». 
culoſum. 

Tur herpes miliaris is alſo by many diſ- 
tinguiſhed from the ring- worm, (but per- 
haps needleſsly;) the former being always 
ſuppoſed to ariſe from an affection of the 
ſyſtem, and to be preceded by ſhivering, 
or ſickneſs at the ſtomach. They are cer- 
tainly both very eafily cured, and proba» 
bly-would alike diſappear of themſelves. 
The herpes yields very readily to ſtimula- 
ting and aſtringent remedies. Spirit of 
vine; ſaturnine lotions, with the addition 
of ' vinegar, or white vitriol; and oint- 
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ments containing lead, anſwer very well; 
or an ointment of calcined zink and lard: 
but the unguent. hydrarg. nitrati is pre- 
ferable to moſt others. The ufe of a fleſh- 
bruſh is a good prophylactic, in habits 

accuſtomed to the complaint. It can be 
only in unhealthy children, that there can 
be any fear in regard to topical applica- 
tions, or need of internal remedies. 
Should the ſhingles ſpread and become 
ſore, it ſhould be treated as directed below. 


Hexprs Exkpxs, or SERPIGO, 


Saw is a malignant ſpecies of the above 
complaint, but is generally local. It is 
mentioned only as having relation to the 
former, being rather a ſore than an erup- 
tion, and not very common in children. 
SUPPURATIVE applications may be made 
uſe of in the early ſtage of the complaint, 
ſuch as ointments of minium, ſoap, and 
Venice turpentine, or a ſuppurative poul- 
tice, in order to liberate the diſeaſed 
glands 
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glands on the ſurface, and abſorb the 
acrid diſcharge. A very good poultice of 
this kind may be made of figs, onions, and 
white lily roots,” boiled in water to 'a ſoft 
pulp, with, or without the addition of a 
little br ead and milk. After this, the parts 
ſhould be waſhed with ſaponaceous lotions, 
and laſtly, with ſtrong ſolutions of vitriol. 
Should theſe fail, the ung. hydrarg. ni- 
trati will be proper; and as the laſt re- 
medy, cauſtic applications; of which, but- 
ter of antimony is the beſt, with which the 
little ulcers may be touched lightly from 
time to time. The patient may take at 
the ſame time of a decoction of burdock- 
roots, or ee, 
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L ppt Warts which appear upon the 
fingers, hands, and necks of children, may 
be conſidered as a ſmall inconvenience, 
or a trifling deformity, rather than as a 
diſeaſe. They are ſeldom painful, except 

they 
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they have been improperly irritated ; and 
have no tendency to * to any un- 
favourable event. 

SurG1CaL writers have dp agrees 


in conſidering them as the effect of a cer- 


tain morbid ſtate of that part of the ſkin 
in which they are ſituated; but what that 
peculiar condition of the ſkin is, by which 
they are produced, has not been exactly 
aſcertained : the various accounts of 1t are 
all very problematical ; and of theſe, per- 

haps, Mr. FREEKE's is as ingenious as any. 
THz hard, and almoſt inſenfible wart, 
with a broad baſe, and having a cutical 
covering is the moſt common ſpecies. 
This little excrefcence feldom riſes high 
above the level of the ſkin, on the back 
of the hand; and is often remarkably flat 
and low when it germinates on the inner 
part of the hands or fingers; and being a 
ſpurious production, ſeldom poſſeſſes a 
vital energy ſufficient to prolong its dura- 
ton beyond a few years. Hence we com- 
monly obſerve, that thoſe warts which 
appeared in infancy diſappear impercep- 
tibly 
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tibly after the age of puberty, without the 
aid of external applications. This is ſome- 
times the caſe likewiſe, when warts have 
firſt appeared in adult age, more eſpecially 
where they have been ſmall and ſeſſile. 

Tus various methods that have been re- 
commended of deſtroying warts, may be 
reduced to the two following claſſes. Such 
as intercept the circulation of the blood 
through the ſubſtance of the wart; or ſe- 
condly, thoſe which produce a deſtructive 
inflammation in them. 

iſt. Ligatures made of horſe-hair, or 
filk-threads. Whenever theſe can be con- 
veniently applied, they are the leaſt dan- 
gerous, and the moſt effectual. For it is 
a certain fact, that warts removed by li- 
gature return leſs frequently, than when 
deſtroyed by any other means. 

2dly. Cauſtic applications, or the ac- 
tual cautery: or ſpirit of ſal ammoniac 
with quick-lime : vitriolated copper: ni- 
trated filver: butter of antimony : burning 
ſulphur. | [ 

When the ſurface of the wart is de-- 
ſtroyed 
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ſtroyed by any of theſe applications, the 
hard cruſt muſt be ſcraped off the next 
day, and the medicament be re- applied; 
and this proceſs muſt be repeated daily 
until the excreſcence be __ down 
to its root. 3 | 
When a wart is ſituated on a a joint, or 
on one of the lips, or on the eye- lid, it vill 
not be prudent to uſe cauſtic applications. 
I have not mentioned the exciſion of 
the wart becauſe the exgreſcence is ſo very 
liable to ſprout again when it has been 
cut through, that this method is adviſe- 
able only when it is propoſed to employ 
cauſtic applications to the wounded part. 


Cravri Prpun. 


Yoond People are leſs ſubje& to this 
_ excreſcence than adults; but being, never- 
theleſs, not exempt from it, a curſory no- 
tice of it, at leaſt, may not be improper.* 


*The reader may fee a fuller account of the nature 
of Corns, and their treatment, by Mr CarL1sLE, Me- 
dical Tracts and Obſervations, vol. vij. 


Corng 
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_ Conns appear always about the feet: 
uſually the upper part of the toes, and on 
the joints; on the under part of the foot 
where the preſſure is the greateſt; or un- 
der the nails; and are painful, eſpecially if 
preſſed much by tight ſhoes, or other co- 
vering of the feet. They differ alſo in 
other reſpects from the wart; the corn 
having the appearance of an inverted wart, 
the ſurface of the former being not unlike 
the inferior part of the latter. 

Tus Corn ſeems to be little more than 
hardened ſkin, and to be owing merely to 
compreſſion: it is therefore rather a mor- 
bid change of that part than an organized 
excreſcence, and on that account, does 
not endure the rough treatment of the 
wart. It may, however, be ſafely pared 
down from time to time, but not to that 
degree as to be made to bleed, or rendered 
ſore, eſpecially in people advanced in years. 
The common wafer made uſe of for ſeal- 
ing letters, moiſtened and applied to the 
corn, is both a harmleſs covering and de- 
fence, and has ſometimes appeared tolooſen 
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cences, there is one of a very different 
kind; which though when appearing about 
the neck and face, it paſſes with many 
people for the common wart, is really a 
ſuppuration of the little ſebaceous glands, 
and appears chiefly about the face, neck 
and head, where this kind often grows in 
great numbers; and is the only kind of 
ſteatoma here treated of. They more com. 
monly infeſt young children, and parti» 
cularly infants when cutting their teeth; 
and will fall off, and appear again fre- 
quently, during that period. They diſ- 
charge a ſuet or cheeſe-like matter, as 
other inflammatory tumours of this claſs; 

after which, they heal up, and return again, 
like the ſtythe, or ſtye on the eye-lids. 
Being 
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Being of this harmleſs nature, it is un- 
neceſſary to do more than notice them, 
unleſs it be juſt to add, that as a preven- 
tive, the adjacent parts may be well rub- 
bed two or three times a day; but when 
the tumours are grown to a certain ſize, 
they ſhould be incloſed in a ligature be- 
fore they break, or ſhould be touched with 
the F nitratum ne y after- 
wands, 1; Vs 
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* eyes of new- born infants. are very 
apt to be inflamed during the firſt three 
or four days after birth, eſpecially in the 
winter ſeaſon. | If it be owing to tak- 
ing cold, it is probable it has been either 
immediately after the child was born, be- 
fore it has been given away to the nurſe, or 
very ſoon afterwards; and on this account, 
a flannel cap becomes a very neceſſary part 
of its covering previouſly to its _—_ for- 
mally dreſſed. & ef} 2 $21 
This 
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This kind of inflammation, however, is 
ſeldom of much 'conſequence; and gene- 
rally diſappearing of itſelf, upon merely 
keeping the head warm, ot by waſting 
the eyes with a little roſe-water. Should 
the inflammation' continue many days, or 
perhaps ſeem to increaſe, three or fout 
drops of the aq. lithargyri acetati and 4 
grain or two of white vitriol may be ad- 
ded to two ounces of the roſe-water; and 
the infant take a little manna, of rhubarb 
and magneſia, if the bowels ſhould not be 
ſufficiently open. But there is an inflatm- 
mation to which infants are liable, that 
ſometimes continues a long while; and 
therefore calls for further attention I do 
not allude to that redneſs on the eye, 
known by the name of ſugilfatis, which 
will often remain a long time, return, and 
difappear again, without the leaſt injury to 
the child; nor to the watery eye, which 
will ſometimes continue for many months, 
and even for years; of which notice will 
be taken afterwards. But the affection in- 
tended here is accompanied- with the true 
- VOL, 11. D ap⸗ 
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appearances of ophthalmia, attended with 
adiſcharge as in the ophthalmia of adults: 
it will ſometimes get a little better by 
common means, but ſeldom remains ſo for 
many days together, and generally increaſes 
at the end of the month. It often ſeems 
connected with the ſtate of the bowels, and 
the coming on of a purging will then fre- 
— . ov c : 

I rave nothing out of the common way 
to recommend for it; nor does it require 
much to be done, unleſs it prove te- 
dious, as it has been ſaid it ſometimes 
does, in which caſe the parts behind the 
ears ſhould be made ſore, and be kept ſo 
for ſome time. Previous to this, it is 
often. neceſſary. to apply a bliſter to the 
back, and a leech to one or both temples; 
to keep the body open, and make uſe of 
the cooling collyrium before recommend- 
ed. If the child be inclined to a frequent 
return of it for years, as I have known 
even very healthy children, it will ſome- 


1 For a mers full adeobnt of the treatment ot. afhetat 
mias, ſee Swpical Tratts , 3d Edition, | 
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times degenerate into what is termed the 
watery eye; an excellent remedy for which 
is a grain of white vitriol, mixed with ſuch 
a ſmall portion of any unctuous ſubſtance 
as will form it into a liniment, which 
ſhould be put into the inner angle of the 
eye every night, at going to bed. In ſome 
of theſe caſes, however, the ointment of 
nitrated quickfilver has proved à more 
ſpeedy remedy, and is a leſs pores * 
plication. 

There is, ee a caſe of watery- eye 
attending older children, in which the diſ- 
charge is very hot and acrid, and the eye 
at the ſame time inflamed. Theſe affections 
diſappear, and recur again ſuddenly, with- 
out children having ſenſibly taken cold, 
or any other manifeſt cauſe; and will con- 
tinue ſo doing for a great length of time. 
It is not a common-complaint, and as far 
as I have noticed it, has attended only ſuch 
children as have other marks of humour, 
ſo called, or ſome diſorder of the ſæin. 

The complaint has proved very obſti- 
nate, both in regard to the inflammation, 

D 2 and 
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and watery diſcharge, though all the com- 
mon means of cure have been ſucceſſively: 
attempted, until the head has been ſhaved, 
and an oiled-filk cap applied over the 
whole ſcalp. This never fails to procure 
a great diſcharge from the head, and 1 
have known it remove the complaint in 
two or three days, after a long uſe of 
other remedies. _ 
Bux there is a far more formidable in- 
flammation, which has of late years been 
called the purulent ophthalmy, diſtin- 
guiſhed from every other by the vaſt quan- 
tity ofſthick matter diſcharged, and great 
ſwelling of the lids. | 
Luis is ſo dangerous an 4 DOE as 
to require the beſt advice on its very firſt 
appearance. It now and then appears at 
the birth, but more commonly ſeizes an 
infant a, few days afterwards, without any 
previous complaint,; and when neglected, 
has ſometimes not only deſtroyed the fight, 
but diſſolved the eye itſelf, in lefs-than a 
week's. dime. Lhave likewiſe ſeen it ex- 
1511 e ceedingly | 
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ceedingly violent in children of four of 
five years old, but rarely without 5555 
blow, or other accident. 

In this diſeaſe, every thing that Ay be- 
move inflammation, and unload the veſſels 
of the part, ſhould be immediately had re- 
courſe to. The body ſhould, therefore, al- 
ways be kept open, and leeches be applied 
to the temples, eſpecially in children of 
four or five years of age. In bad caſes at 
this period, ſcarifications alſo of the tunica 
conjunctiva, (which generally - falls out 
upon their being opened ;} bliſters to the 
back, nape of the neck; and behind the 
cars, are often eſſentially neceſſary. It 
ſhould ever be remembered, that in ad- 
vanced childhood, the taking away of 
blood at the beginning is often not to be 
diſpenſed with; nor to be ſparingly done. 
The applitation of one leech ts the tem- 
ple, or neck will have no good effect, 
though often repeated: two, three, or 
more, according to the ſtrength of the 
child ſhould be put on at a time; and a 
Hliſter to the back ſoon afterwards; which 

D 3 will 
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will often do more to conquer the inflam- 
mation, than moſt other means put to- 
gether, if had recourſe to in time. 
Ss. Evzx in new- born infants, it is expe- 
dient, in many caſes, both to take away 
blood, and to keep up a conſtant diſcharge 
from behind the ears, which may be done 
by applying, every three or four days, a 
narrow ſlip of bliſtering plaſter to theſe 
parts, and afterwards dreſſing them with 
the ceratum ſpermaceti, or other mild 
ointment. The edges of the eye-lids ſhould 
be kept conſtantly greazed throughout the 
day, eſpecially in new- born infants, that 
the thick matter may find an eaſy eſcape. 
At night the ceratum lithargyri acetati 
may be ſpread on ſoft linen, and applied 
to the eye, and over it a very ſoft cold 
poultice made with the aqua lithargyri 
acetata, laid on as lightly as poſſible; that 
by its conſtant moiſture, the eye-lids may 
always be kept ſupple. But if the diſ- 
charge ſhould ſeem to be confined, or 
the eye affected, by the weight of the 
poultice, this application ſhould be chang- 
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ed for ſoft linen rags, which ſnould be fre- 
quently wetted with cold brandy and wa- 
ter, or ſome yet more aſtringent lotion. 
Tuxouchour the complaint, aſtringent 
and ſtimulating applications are to be 
made uſe of, unleſs the complaint be 
very ſlight, or ſenſibly gives way very 
ſoon; being not only far preferable to 
other means, but ſo neceſſary, that ſhould 
emollient poultices, and merely cooling 
collyria be depended upon, the event were 
likely to be fatal. What may be the very 
beſt remedy, in the worſt caſes, it may not 
be very eaſy to determine, having for many 
years ſucceeded, and in a reaſonable time, 
by different means. But ever ſince I have 
ſeen Mr. Waxz's firſt publication on diſ- 
eaſes of the eyes, I have had ſuch frequent, 
and ſucceſsful recourſe to the aqua cam- 
phorata, as recommended by him, that I 
am inclined to give it a general preference 
to other remedies. One dram of the aqua 
camphorata of Bate's diſpenſatory, to two 
ounces of water, will be a ſufficient ſtrength 
to . with. A few drops ſhould be in- 
* 4 ſtilled 


— þ 
* 


40 Peu OpnrHalny. 


filled into the eyes, ſeveral times in the 
day, as. well as the lids be frequently 
waſhed with it. It will ſometimes be ne- 
ceſſary to inject it into the eyes with a 
fyringe, the lids being ſo much ſwelled, 
as not to inf its e by other 
means. ; 
Tun topical 33 alluded. to, in the 
place. of the aqua camphorata, are tinct. 
opli, and the unguentum hydrargyri ni- 
trati, which: ſhquld be applied every night 
at going to reſt; the former being drop- 
ped into the eye after the lids have been 
touched with the ointment.* It is ſome- 
times proper to lower and ſoften the oint- 
ment with a little freſh butter, or ol. 
amygdal. and to add a little camphor.— 
In a late inſtance, the complaint has been 
eee e the electric aura. 


This tin cure and ointment 2 are uſually 2 very 
ſpeedy remedy for the ſdre· eye induced by the ſmall- 
pox, and meaſles; ag well as for the ophthalmy in 
ſrrofylous habits; a complaint under almoſt every other 
mode. of treatment. very rs of cure. 
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It has been aid, chat where this inflam- 
mation has not heen properly treated from 
the beginning, the eye is ſometimes ex- 
ceedingly injured by it, ſo that even the 
coats of the eye will burſt. At other 
times, the cornea becomes much thick- 
ened, and the pupil more or leſs opake hy 
means of cone or more ſpecks which the 
inflammation has occaſioned. It ſhould 
be remarked; however, that we ſometimes 
meet with an agreeable ſurprize at the de- 
oline of this formidable complaint, and 
find the eye much leſs injured than had 
been ſuſpected at the time we were firſt 
able to get a ſight of it. And at others, 
even where the cornea has burſt, the 
aqueous humour has been reſtared; and 
being confined by the cicatrice, the pa- 
tient has recovered his fight. On the 
other hand, the cornea has ſometimes been 
ſo greatly injured, or the iris contracted; 
that though the eye has not been funk; 
the ſight could not be reſtored by any 
means. In other inſtances, a lang and 
cautious: uſe of eſcarotics, and, paring off 

| the 
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the thiekened parts bf the cornea, have 
afforded a certain e viſon. oor 
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Las complaint is ſo much of the na- 
ture of the former, but with more ſenſible 
affection of the (lids; and leſs of the eye 
itſelf, that I need only to recommend for 
it the uſe of the like applications. In par- 
ticular, flight ſcarifications of the lids, in 
ſome inſtanees, and the application of the 
ung. hydrarg. nitrati, and immediately af- 
terwards inſtilling a few drops of laudanum 
into the eye, will uſually very ſoon have a 


1 1 good effect; but the cure is _ a _ 
% of . eit 8 1 

1 In ſome permanent amtes, F dew 
WT Been Mclinel to the opinion of the late 

| 1 0 Dr. HuxrER and others, who after having 
Wl. tried a variety of means, and aſſiſted in 
18 conſultation with different phyficians, have 
8 9 deen induced to think, that many of the 
vr 2 very 
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very ſtubborn ophthalmias originate from 
a venereal taint, and can only be ſucceſs- 
fully treated by its ſpecific remedy, in one 
form or other.——Every practitioner will 
be very careful how he takes up ſuch an 
opinion in particular inſtances;* however, 
it is right to obſerve, that if none of. the 
means above recommended ſhould; pro- 
duce a favourable change in eight or ten 
weeks, I believe nothing but that ſpecific 
ſpecies of alteratives will have any laſting 
effect; ws hes BON vm 27 

Trovcn it is not my deſign te to treat on 
this diſeaſe, it may not be amiſs to ob- 
ſerve, that whenever a venereal taint ac- 
tually exiſts, it is more ſafely treated by 
unction than in any other way; and in- 


*The French phyſicians ſeem too much inclined to 
regard the purulent ophthalmy in this view, being a 
very common ſymptom, amongſt others truly venereal, 
in many infauts in the Hote!-Diew, ! Hoſfuce de Satfietriere, 
Paugirard, and des Enfans trowues; but when this ſpecies 
of ophthalmy appears alone, the caſe ſhould not be 
haſtily concluded to be venereal, however violent the 
ophthalmy may be. 


fants 
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fants would probably be cured much of- 
tener than they are, if recourſe were had 
to it in better time than it commonly is. 
If internal remedies, however, are for any 
reaſon preferred, I have found none ſo ef- 
ficacious, convenient, and ſafe, as the late 
Mr. Wanv's white'drop.——In a writer be- 
fore quoted, I find a ſtrong recommendation 
of the ſoft pulp of ſarſaparilla reduced to 
a fine powder, and adminiſtered in the in- 
fant's pap. But having had no experience 
of it myſelf, I can only ſay, that where it 
may be found: to agree with the ſtomach, 
it may have its advantages for new-born 
infants, or perhaps, prove an auxiliary to 
mercury in thoſe of à more advanced age. 

In an Appendix given by Mr. Ware to 
his laſt account of ophthalmy, he men- 
tions a ſpecies he has lately met with in 
young children, originating from a foul 
ſtate of the prime vie. In this kind, no 
topical means will effect a cure without 
adminiſtering at the ſame time active 
purges. He adviſes calomel particularly, 
of which a few grains ſhould be taken at 
bed 
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bed time, and a doſe of jalapthe-next morn- 
ing. This courſe ſnhauld be repeated three 
or four times in quick ſucceſſion. Tonic 
remedies, ſuch as the bark and ſteel are 
ſaid to be ſometimes uſeful afterwards. 

Alike inflammation he attributes to dif- 
ficult dentition; which neceſſarily calls for 
a thorough, and ſometimes repeated lan- 
eing of the gums. 
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8 Is is often a conſequence of long con- 
tinued ophthalmias, and is mentioned by 
Dr. Anus rRONHG amongſt the diſeaſes of 
children, in his ſecond edition. He di- 
rects a variety of things for the cure of it, 
which he ſays are often efficacious if the 
ſpecks have been recently formed, but 
when of long ſtanding, he has never ſeen 
any method ſucceſsful. I ſhall only ob- 
ſerve, that in a very great number of caſes; 
a drop or two of the aq. cupri ammon. in- 
ſtilled into the eye, two or three times a 

day, 
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day, has removed ſuch ſpecks, in the 
courſe of a few months, and ſometimes 
much ſooner, without any other means. 
Should this fail however, trial may be 
made of a ſolution - of the hydrargyr. 
muriatus, one grain being put into four 
ounces of water, and the ointment of ni- 
trated quickſilver be applied in the man- 
ner before recommended; and like the 
other remedies be continued as the diſ- 
poſition to inflammation may admit. 
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. dds theſe diſorders are not very 
common 1n young children, they do, never- 
theleſs, ſometimes occur; and infants have 
even been born with a cataract in one or 
both eyes, or totally deprived of fight by 
the gutta ſerena. I ſhall therefore ſpeak 
of theſe two diſeaſes together, and the ra- 
ther becauſe ſome of the remedies are here 
accommodated to both. | 
| Is 
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| In the former of theſe, it is well-known; 
that the pupil appears white or pearl-co- 
loured, inſtead of black; and in the latter 
has but little of an unnatural appearance, 
except that it is larger, and neither dilates 
nor contracts when expoſed to different 
degrees of light. 

It would, indeed, ill become a man of 
the leaſt character and experience to affect 
to have much to offer in a way of remedy 
for theſe dreadful complaints; the oldeſt 
and beſt practitioners never having pre- 
tended to be very often, or by any means 
uniformly ſucceſsful in the treatment of 
them. From what I have known, how 
ever, they are not to be deſpaired of, and 
I ſhould think it unpardonable not to 
hold out every occaſion of good, or of 
comfort in my power, however little it 
may be, in caſes wherein art has ſo gene- 
rally failed Vuleat quantum valere poteſt. 
+ WHERE a diſpoſition to cataract and 
gutta ſerena have been ſuſpected, I have 
known very conſiderable benefit ob- 
tained, and even the ſight fully Teſtored 
tot | by 
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by an alterati ve plan of calomel and cicuta; 
or by the long continued uſe of an aro- 


matie vapor with ſpirit. ammon. compos.“ 


conveyed to the eyes by means of a tube 
properly adapted, and bruſhing the eyes 
and the adjacent parts, ſeveral times a 
day, with ſoft and ſmooth bruſſies, which 
are properly conſtructed by Meſſrs. Ayliffe 
and Gee, in Wardour-fireet. Akte 

Some what agreeable to this idea is the 
plan ſince recommended by Mr. Waxx in 
his late treatiſe on certain diſorders of the 
eye; and like many other important diſco- 
veries, was the effect of aceident. Upon 
this he happily improved, having ſuc- 
ceeded in ſeveral inſtances of ineipiem 
cataract when the conſequence of external 
injuries, by exciting a tranſient inflamma- 


tion. The application he has employed 


to this end has been ether, either alone, 
or diluted: with a third or fourth part of a 
weak eee of hydrarg. marhaur, _ 


, a f — 8 
18 4 ” 42 4 1 3 þ E12 


1 Hate a an ounce of the ſpirit with W was 
ter, ſhould be kept boiling over a lamp, an and be made 
. of two or three times a day. 
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ſometimes mixed with oleum fuccini; 
which has in ſome caſes been ſoon attend- 
ed with a ſenſibly good effect, though in 
others not till it has been repeated for 
ſeveral weeks. The ſucceſs attending theſe 
caſes, Mr. WaRxE adds, encourages him to 
hope for the like where the opaque cryſ— 
talline is either ſoft, or fluid; in which 
ſtate it uſually is when the diſorder is diſ- 
covered in infants, either at the time of 
their birth, or ſhortly afterwards. 

In the gutta ſerena, electricity has ſuc- 
ceeded in ſeveral caſes; and in one in- 
ſtance, a lady whilſt under ſuch a courſe, 
ſuddenly recovered the perfect uſe of her 
eyes, through a blow ſhe accidentally re- 
ceived on the face, which produced a co- 
pious hemorrhage from the noſe. In imi- 
tation of this, the like diſcharge has been 
artificially procured by wounding the in- 
ternal veſſels of the noſtrils; but without 
apparent good effect. Mr. Ware in the 
above mentioned treatiſe confirms this fa- 
vourable opinion of electricity, and ad- 
duces four inſtances of gutta ſerena cured 
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by it, and as many by a medicated ſnuff 
compoſed of ten grains of hydrarg. vitrio- 
lat. with about a drachm of the pulvis aſari 
comp. or in place of that, the glycirrhiza, 
or — charum commune. The external 
38 capſicum has likewiſe lately 

V with ſucceſs. To this end, 
_—_—_— is to be in- 
Ace ater, of which a few drops 
e wo be 55 led into the eyes, three times 
dF. | 
as curly O eds has been lately had 
Neuf to with ſome ſucceſs, by Profeſſor 
ARNEMANN, of Gottengen; and any new 
remedy for ſuch a diſorder is an acquiſi- 
tion. This conſiſts only in exciting vertigo 
by placing the patient in a whirling chair, 
with his head at various diſtances from the 
centre. Not that the vertigo, it is ob- 
ſerved, is a co-operating cauſe, (though 
it is a favourable ſign;) but the ſtrengthen- 
ing and reſtoring tone to the eye, by ex- 
erciſing it with vertiginous, or rotatory 
commotions of the head. Another re- 
"o_ adviſed by this author, is the ex- 
| . 
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hibition of camphor, with, and without; 
belladona ; the former in doſes from two to 
ſix grains, generally, twice a day, and the 
latter in doſes of one or two grains, every 
day. Theſe medicines, however, it is re- 
marked, can be productive of good only 
in caſes of real debility, ariſing | 26 want 
of excitation, or in aſthenic ; while on the 
contrary, in plethoric weakneſs, they muſt 
neceſſarily be detrimental to the patient, 
and aggravate, rather than diminiſh; the 
ſymptoms of the diſeaſe. | 

It ſhould be obſerved, however, that 
where the belladona can be diſpenſed with, 
it certainly ought, as it is a medicine not 
to be trifled with. The exhibition of 
calomel together with the camphor, has 
alſo been uſed with much ſucceſs lately in 
London, eſpecially while under a courſe of 
electricity. 

To theſe brief obſervations I have — 
to add, that a gentleman of near ſixty 
years of age, for whom I had been con- 
ſulted about three years before; ſome time 
after having been let blood in the above 

E 2 ; men- 
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mentioned way, and made trial of elec- 
tricity without any apparent advantage; 
recovered from a gutta ſerena of near 
two years ſtanding, under the uſe only of 
a common collyrium: which as I cannot 
conceive to have had any ſhare in the cure, 
conſpires with a few ſimilar inftances to 
hold out ground of encouragement to 
other ſufferers, ſufficient to prevent de- 
ſpair, under this melancholy diſeaſe. 

I have little more to ſay in relation to 
the cure of the cataract by a ſurgical opera- 
tion, either by extraction or depreſſion, than 
that neither of them is adviſeable for in- 


fants unfortunately born with the diſeaſe, 


till they have attained to five or ſix years 
of age.—How far readers may at any 
time be diſpoſed to make trial of the 
means for the diſſipation of the cataract 
hinted by Mr. WARE, will, probably, de- 
pend upon ſome further information with 
which that attentive practitioner may fa- 
vour the public. In the mean time ſur- 
gical readers will do well to conſult the 


above mentioned treatiſe for ſome very ex- 


cellent 
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cellent practical obſervations on the mode 
of extracting the opaque cryſtalline ; as 
well as the obſervations of Dr. RetMarus;* 
adopted by Dr. GrRasMAvER, at Hamburg, 
on the uſe of the extract of the Belladona 
diſſolved in water, previous to the opera- 
tion. A few drops inſtilled into the eye, 
ſoon rendering it paralytic for a ſhort 
time, with great dilatation of the pupil; 
whereby the eye is ſaid to be rendered 
very manageable under the hand of the 
operator. 23 


HoRDEOLUM STEATOMATUM, 
Or the STITHE, or STYE. 


Fo ſpecies of ſtithe here intended, is 
ſufficiently diſtinguiſhed by the noſologi- 
cal term, It is a ſmall inflamed tumour 
on the edge of the eye-lids, more com- 
monly on the fide towards the noſe ; but 
there are ſometimes two or more at a time, 
It riſes ſuddenly, as if from a cold, or blaſt, 


* Magazine Engyclofiedique, 1797. 
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and in the end ſuppurates, forming matter 
of a thick, ar cheeſy conſiſtence; often, 
indeed, not for ſeveral weeks, or even 
months, but ſometimes much ſooner. It 
is occaſioned by an obſtruction in the 
glands of the eye-lids; and the matter be- 
ing inclofed in a hard cyſt, the inflamma- 
tion often returns in the ſame ſpot, till the 
cyſt being deſtroyed by repeated ſuppura- 
tions, the cavity is afterwards filled up, 
and the complaint diſappears. | 

ALL that is neceſſary to prevent the re- 
turns of this temporary blemiſh, which 
greatly weaken the eye, is to imitate this 
_ proceſs of nature. To this end, the little 
abſceſs ſhould be touched, as ſoon as it 
breaks, with the argentum nitratum, cut 
to a point, (carefully avoiding doing in- 
Jury to the eye); which by deſtroying the 
cyſt, at once removes the complaint. 
When theſe ſtithes are ſmall, or hang 
by a very narrow baſe, they may be ſafely 
cut off, or tied very tight with a bit of 
filk, and when ſeparated, touched with 
the cauſtic as before mentioned, 
{46 Dar- 


- - 7 
DEAFNESS. 55 
THTL LO e444 (1 He 


Drarxrss. 


n are frequently rendered deaf, 
in different degrees, in one or botlf ears, 
by very ſlight colds, and at the expiration 
of a few days the hearing 1 Kurns, without 
recourſe to any means. It is, however, i 
ſometimes otherwiſe, and it becomes ne- 
ceſſary to give a little purging phyſic; ; to 
Keep the ears warm; and to confine the 
child to, the houſe: and where this does 
not ſucceed, the complaint is not a little 
difficult to cure. Should it ariſe from in- 
durated wax, it will be proper to ſyringe 
the ears with warm water, to which ſhould 
be added a tea-ſpoonful of lavender, or 
honey- water; and a few drops of warmed 
oil of almonds may be inſtilled into, the 
cars at going to bed. If theſe little means 
fail, warmer! remedies. ſhould be made. uſe 
of, ſuch as the following, which 1 hayg 
Fd very frequently ſucceſsful, _ ond 


R. Olei amygd. 3B. Ol, Succini reQific. att. xx. Spir . 
Camphorat. 3 f. Titi. Caſtor. 3j. Miſce, et in 
. iv: vel vj calefa&; aur. affect. nocte et mane- 
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Deafneſs, however, is ſometimes owing 
to the want of a due ſecretion of wax, and 
1s then much more difficult of cure. To 
promote this ſecretion, a few drops of the 
ſoap-liniment, oil of almonds and ether, 
and ſuch like warm acouſtics ſhould be 
tried, and continued for ſome time, if 
they ſhould not occaſion much pain; and 
in all caſes, bliſters may be applied be- 
hind the ears. The juice of onions, or a 


clove of garlic, raw, or roaſted, put into 


the ears, has ſometimes reſtored the ſe- 
cretion, and removed the deafneſs; and 
in many caſes it has been effected by elec- 
tricity. I have, however, lately fallen 
upon a method that has been univerſally 
ſucceſsful by very ſimple means, conſiſt- 
ing only in adapting an entire covering to 
the ear, made of any adheſi ve plaſter ſpread 
upon thin leather, ſo as completely to ex- 
clude the external air. The plaſter ſhould 
be renewed as often as it gets anywiſe 
looſe, repeating it till the ſecretion of 
wax is in ſufficient quantity ; which ſel- 
dom requires more than five or ſix weeks. 


But 
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But I am ſorry to add, that although auriſts 
have found it ſo difficult to reſtore this 
ſecretion, and have therefore conceived, 
deafneſs to be often owing to the want of 
it, I have frequently found it nowiſe re- 
lieved by a return of the ſecretion. Poſ- 
fibly, this may be owing to the cauſe of 
deafneſs lying in the'auditory nerve, which 
is frequently the caſe; and here allo, 
electricity is particularly adapted, either 
through the meatus auditorius externus, 
or the Euſtachian tube. Medicated ſnuffs 
alſo that invoke gentle ſneezing, and dif. 
charges from the head, have ſometimes 
been found ſurprizingly efficacious; as hath 
likewiſe ſea-bathing. Should theſe dif- 
ferent methods fail, very little is to be 
expected from art. Nature, however, 
ſometimes effects the cure; and children 
after having been deaf for ſeveral years, 
ſuddenly recover their hearing, eſpecially 
females : one fortunate inſtance of which 
happened lately. | 


EaR- 
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EAR-ACH. 


I. is needleſs to fan much on this article, 
The pain is uſually ſpaſmodic, or if not, 
it 1s owing to taking cold in ſome part 
about the head, eſpecially the teeth. In 
this cafe, a diaphoretic at going to bed, 
and a doſe of cooling phyſic the next 
morning; with a clove of garlic put into 
the ear, or a poultice of oinions applied 


over it, will remove the pain. If theſe 


fail, a bliſter may be applied behind the 

If it ariſe from ſpaſm, the pain is often 
exceedingly ſevere, and is apt to return 
frequently; being readily excited by every 
little cold, eſpecially in ſome habits, tor- 
menting young people at times for ſeveral 
years. The juice of rue is here a good 
remedy, or if this fail, a little laudanum 
added to the acouſtic directed for deafneſs, 
and dropped warm into the ear. 


— 
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1 JusT glance at this painful complaint as 
at the former, which alſo frequently ac- 
companies it at every age; while ſome 
young children ſuffer by it greatly during, 
or after ſhedding their firſt teeth. 

If it be proper to have them drawn, that 
is the well-known, and moſt certain re- 
medy ; but when that operation may be, 
on any account, objected to, palliatives 
will ſometimes ſucceed ; fuch as a bliſter 
behind the ear; a clove of garlic, or a 
few drops of laudanum, made warm, and 
inſtilled into it, or a pepper-corn bruiſed, 
put into a little linen bag, and wetted in 
hot brandy; pounded ginger and white 
of egg, laid to the cheek ; a few drops of 
ol. Caryophil. aromat. applied on lint to 
the hollow tooth, and efpecially the paſte, 
or plug, contrived by Mr. Cockran, which 
the great good effects I have been witneſs 
to, will, I hope, be a ſufficient apology 
for mentioning. 
CANCRUM 
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CANcRUM Oris. 


4a is Chiefly a complaint of children, 
is often talked of by nurſes, and is uſually 
as trifling as any. It has, indeed, been 
faid by ſome writers to prevail very much 
in England and Ireland, and to be often a 
ſerious complaint. Such a diſorder, if it 
really be canker, may be treated as under 
the next article; but the common canker 
is rarely troubleſome to cure. 

Ir ſometimes makes its appearance in 
the month, at others, about the time of 
teething ; and frequently at the age of fix 
or ſeven years, when children are ſhed. 
ding their firſt teeth, and the ſecond are 
making their way through the gums; which 
are covered with little foul ſores, extend. 
ing ſometimes to the inſide of the lips and 
cheeks. It ſeldom requires more atten- 
tion than was mentioned under the article 
of dentition; any mild aſtringent appli» 
CO, and keeping the body-open, uſu- 

ally 
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ally effecting a cure; or if it does not, and 
the complaint makes its appearance at the 
time of teething, it will generally go away 
as ſoon as the teeth are come through.” 

The worſt ſpecies of this complaint that 
I have happened to ſee, has been during 
the ſecond period of dentition, when a 
child has been ſhedding a number of teeth 
together, leaving the rotten ſtumps be- 
hind, which have been neglected to be 
drawn out. The whole gums will then 
ſometimes be ſpongy, or diſſolve into foul, 
ſpreading ulcers, and ſmall apertures will 
be formed, communicating from one part 
to another, accompanied with an oozing 
of a fetid, and ſometimes purulent diſ- 
charge. 

Ir the ſtumps of the decayed teeth can, 
in this caſe, be eaſily got at, they ought 
to be extracted; after which, ſome ſuch 
application as the following will ſoon 
brace the looſe gums, and heal up the 
ulcers. 


R. Bol. 
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R. Bol. Armen. 

Gum. Myrrhe 
Cort. Peruv. pulv. 

Cremor. Tartari aa 51. | 

Mel. Roſa q. ſ. miſce, ft. Paſta. 
R. Aq. Calcis z vij. 

Tinct. Myrrhe, 

Mel. Roſæ az 36. ft. Miſtura. 

The gums ſhould be touched ſeveral 
times in the day, eſpecially after meals, 
and at going to bed, with the above paſte, 


and the mouth waſhed occaſionally with 


the mixture. 7 
If no conſiderable change for the better 
ſhould take place, in a week or ten days, 
a drachm of alum may be ſubſtituted in the 
place of one of the drying powders, and 
inſtead of the above mixture, one acidu- 
lated with as much of the muriatic acid 
as the parts will endure, occafionally made 
ſtronger, till ſome amendment be per- 
ceived ; the belly being, in the mean time, 
kept properly open. If internal remedies 
be thought neceſſary, Peruvian bark, ſar- 
ſaparilla, and mineral acids will be the 
pro- 
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propereſt ; and the child may be kept on 
a diet of milk and vegornhles; | 


| GANGRENOUS Exos ion of tbe Cnxkxs. 


Sw complaint has fome reſemblance 
to the "canker, though it is much more 
dangerous, and is not a mere local diſeaſe. 
I have ſeen no clear account of it in any 
late writer but Mr. Dzass of Dublin, who 
ſeems to have met with the diſorder pretty 
frequently, and deſcribes it very accu- 
rately in his tract on the difeaſes of Lying- 
in Women, Sc. to which I am very much 
indebted on this occaſion. Mr. Huzrocs, 
indeed, in his treatiſe on dentition, printed 
in 1747, mentions a complaint that ſeems 
to be of this kind, though he does not 
appear to be well acquainted with it. 

It uſually attacks children from two, to 
fix or eight years of age, eſpecially the 
unhealthy, and ſuch as have been ſubject 
to worms, The whole body often feels 

cold 
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cold on the approach of the diſeaſe; after 
which a black ſpot appears on one of the 
cheeks or lips and ſpreads faſt ; but with- 
out any marks of inflammation, Often- 
times the whole ſide of the face is eaten 
away, together with the lip, ſo that the 
bare jaw-bone and inſide of the mouth 
appear. In the end, the entire lower-jaw 
falls down on the breaſt, and the whole 
fide of the face is diſſolved into a putrid 
maſs ; a colliquative diarrhoea taking place 
from the offenſive matter that is continu- 
ally ſwallowed, eſpecially by very ug 
children. 

In the Cures, internal as well as exter- 
nal remedies are required; and only ſuch 
as correct putreſcency, and ſupport the 
ſtrength, ſeem to be of any uſe. A few 
drops of the acidum muriatic. therefore, 
taken inwardly, in the infuſ. roſæ, or in 
the child's drink; the ſaline draught in 
efferveſſence; and in the end, the bark, 
in doſes ſuited to the age, with good 
broths, jellies and wine, are the proper 
remedies, The parts ſhould be waſhed, 

and 
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and likewiſe: injected with -muriatic acid: 
in chamomile, or ſage tea, and afterwards: 
dreſſed with the acid mixed with honey of 
roſes, and over all a carrot poultice. The 

child ſhould in the mean time be gently 

purged with magneſia or rhubarb; to carry 
down the putrid matters it may have ſwal- 
lowed.. By this treatment, Mr. DAs in- 

forms us, he has recovered every patient 
except one, ſince he had recourſe to this 
plan, which the world is much indebted 
to him for making public; though fortu- 
nately this complaint does not appear to 
be, by any means, a common one. 

| | F211 B64] 
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1. would be improper to paſs over the 
ſlighteſt affection that has on any occaſion 
_ exceedingly alarmed parents, and ſorne= 
times perplexed the younger part of the 
profeſſion. | Of this kind are affections of 
the breaſts in female children, previouſly 
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to, or abut the time of their beginning 
to enlarge. At this period, they ſome- 
times become very painful, and upon ex- 


 amination, a hardneſs and ſwelling are diſ- 


covered, and in ſome inſtances, ſharp points 


may be felt; Which are very painful when. 


preſſed. © The hardneſs is deep feated, 


around and behind the nipple, and is 


ſometimes looſe, at others ſomewhat fixed, 
and attended with ſevere lancinating pains, 
which have given riſe to diſagreeable ſuſ- 
picions in regard to the probable nature 
of the complaint; and would, indeed, at a 
more advanced age claim ſerious attention. 
When happening in families addicted to 
ſcrofula, that diſorder is naturally ſuſ- 
pected, and ſometimes a morbid ſchirrhus 
has been feared. In ſome inſtances, only 


one of the breaſts is affected, and after 


fome months, the other, or ſometimes both 
nearly at the ſame time. 

A vARIETV of alterative medicines, aided 
by topical applications, have been ad- 
miniſtered in different inſtances, and con- 
tinued for ſeveral months. Theſe have 
8 * ſome- 
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ſometimes taken away the pain, reduced 
the tumour, and diminiſhed the hardneſs; 
but have, in no inſtance, entirely removed 
the complaint. Yet no evil conſequence, 
in any inſtance under my eye has ever 
enſued, in patients at the above mentioned 
age; nor have I heard of any from other 
practitioners, though it has een 
ſeriouſly apprehended. j | 
The reſult of the we Hos * * 
the remote cauſe of the complaint has 
originated in an irritability of habit, in 
connexion with that diſtention of the parts, 
which at a certain "ge nature hin a 
motes. | 
The deſign of this chan being to hold : 
forth encouragement, from the probable 
harmleſs nature of the complaint, it were 
needleſs to point out the means, that on 
different occaſions, have been, ſometimes 
unneceſſarily, employed. I ſhall remark 
only, that keeping the body open and 
cool, with every other attention to the 
general health, wy in every inſtance be 
proper. | * at 
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LHILDREN though leſs liable to this diſ- 
order than adult perſons, are ſometimes 
attacked by it at an early age, It com- 
monly ariſes from falls, or blows received 
on the part, or from lying on the graſs, 
and other ſimilar occaſions of a cold in 
the bowels. It is always attended, and 
ſometimes preceded by alvine complaints, 
and not unfrequently by the true cholera. 
In either caſe, there is always a pretty 
early appearance of tumour near, or upon 
the regio pubis, accompanied with great 
tenderneſs and pain, eſpecially to the touch. 
Tu intentions of Cuxe are directed to 
the pain, fever, and ſtate of the bowels. 
To theſe ends, the antiphlogiſtic plan is 
to be purſued, in order, if poſſible, to pre- 
vent ſuppuration. Therefore, ſoft opening 
medicines are required, ſuch as caſtor- oil, 
infuſion of ſenna with oil of almonds and 
manna, and ſuch like; with frequent clyſ- 
ei . ters, 
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ters, and afterwards opiates, | and ſaline 
draughts, as the degree of pain and fever 
may demand. The part affected ſhould 
be fomented externally with the decoct, 
papav. albi, leeches ſhould be applied 
once or more, and afterwards a bliſter, af 
no relief be obtained, and the external 
tumour be not in the mean time increaſed, 
But if the parts become more ſwollen, a 
large bread and milk poultice fhould be 
applied, and changed two or three times 
every twenty-four hours; and the matter 
let out as ſoon as may be. The ſuppura- 
tion being between the muſcles and the 
peritoneum, there will not be much diſ- 
colouration of the ſkin, as is the caſe 
when matter is formed in the cellular, or 
adipoſe membrane, above the muſcles. 
Such a change therefore, muſt not be 
waited for ; but an opening made as ſoon 
as any fluctuation can be perceived, Jeſt 
the matter ſhould make its way into the 
abdomen, or produce lloughs and a foul 
ulcer. After the matter is let out, no 
rer application is uſually required than 
TY the 
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the ſame kind of ſoft poultice. The 
bowels muſt likewiſe be kept open by the 
gentle laxatives before mentioned, and 
the diet de very light, and of eaſy digeſ- 
tion; which "ſhould be continued for 
Dmetime. 


* 2 I 
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8 as this diforder n place 
in adults, it is as often met with in 
younger ſubjects, and even ſuch as are 
only four or five years of age; and muſt 
therefore be ranked among che diſeaſes 
of childhood. 

It is a true chronic Mnümstion and 
Iike the laft mentioned complaint, is often 
occaſioned by bruifes, ftratns, or lying on 
Uatnp ground; and is not uncommonly 
connected with a ſcrofulous taint of the 
habit. The inflammatory ſymptoms be- 
ing rarely ſevere, ſuppuration takes place 


flowly, and many months elapſe before 
the 
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the matter can be felt externally; which 
ſometimes points high up about the loins, 
hip, or groin, and at others, above the 
middle and on the inſide of the thigh; 
in the moſt benign, the abſceſs frequently 
burſts in the groin. It is, in any caſe, a 
very dreadful diſeaſe, and is noticed here, 
for the ſake of pointing out to young 
practitioners! the firſt ſymptoms of this 
inſidious complaint, and marking the 
outlines of a practice inks: has e 
the ofteneſt ſucceſsful. 

A flight lameneſs and Horten of one 
of the legs, is, uſually, the firſt ſymptom; 
Ina little time, the thigh is obſerved to 
be bent forward and upwards, which gives 
an appearance of depreffion to the glutæi 
muſcles. But its moſt characteriſtic mark, 
in its early ſtage, is a ſenſation of weak- 
nefs an the loins, with a tenderneſs about 
the origin of the pſoas muſcle, manifeſt 
upon a careful examination of the parts. 

Tas firſt indication is to procure a re- 
dai if poſſible, upon the approach 

4 theſe firſt 3 and before thoſe 
F 4 of 
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of a hectical nature ſupervene ; but un- 
fortunately, they are too often over-look- 
ed, or miſtaken in the beginning. 

With a view to a reſolution of the in- 
flammation, recourſe ſhould be had to 
bleeding by leeches, and cupping; by 
bliſters, iſſues and ſetons; by emetics; 
purging with calomel; by the warm bath; 
a ſypine poſture, and low diet; and ſome- 
times, a' cauſtic, or quicklime mixed with 
honey, applied near the lumbar vertebræ; 
but above all, as lately recommended, 
by electricity: a ſtimulus, which in all 
affections of the Joints, previous to the 
formation of pus, is, e the moſt 
ſucceſsful. - : 

Should theſe means fail, or advice be 
ſought for too late to expect any thing 
from them, of no leſs conſequence is the 
treatment, after the matter is formed; 
which ſhould be evacuated, by an arti- 
ficial opening, as early as poſſible, and by 
a very ſmall; aperture. If the abſceſs be 
large, one or more ſetons may be em- 
ployed, in order to n the matter 
being 
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being too ſuddenly evacuated, as well as 
to keep up a beneficial ſtimulus, to in- 
duce the cavity to fill up. By theſe 
means, (which contain conſiderable im- 
provement upon the ancient practice,) 
ſeveral very unpromiſing caſes have been 
recovered ; but it would be unjuſt not to 
notice, 'that a more important improve- 
ment has been made by Mr. AsERNWETNT, 
which is peculiarly adapted to very large 
collections of matter, and ſeems likely to 
render this diſeaſe, for ages n n 

far leſs untractable. 3M 
Tue principal circumſtancein this pla 
is the making a ſmall opening in ſuch a 
manner and oblique direction, as to be 
capable of being cloſed again after hav- 
ing given vent to the preſent collection 
of pus; and repeating the little opera- 
tion at ſuch intervals, and as oſten as 
ſhall be neceſſary. But for further infor- 
mation the reader is referred to the tract 
itſelf; it being both beſide my purpoſe 
to enlarge, and would be unjuſt to add 
o any 


74 Pecs, or LUMBAR ABSCESS, | 


any thing that-might induce him to over- 
look the accurate account with which 
Mr. ABERNETHY has favoured the public. 

NEVERTHELESS, as it is certainly the 
duty of every writer to offer what he ac- 
counts the beſt information ; it becomes 
me to obſerve, that Mr. ABERNETRHT's 
realons for emptying the cyſt both at 
firſt, and on every ſubſequent opening, 
are, at leaſt, controvertible. It bas been 
thought by others to be an improvement 
to let out only a part of the matter in 
very large collections of it. And I have 
myſelf known ſome, and heard upon 
good authority, of other caſes, in which 
the latter method ſeems! to have the pre- 
ference; none of the evils from the diſ- 
tention of the cyſt, which Mr. ABzRNETHY 
ſuſpected, having taken place. 

Mr. ABR Ar, however, as it appears 
from a more recent publication, retains 
his opinion, as the reſult of experience, 
and is now not anxious about the obli- 
guity of the aperture. He, nevertheleſs, 
cloſes 
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cloſes it carefully, and aſſiſts its heal- 
ing, and makes a freſh puncture as often as 
the abſceſs ſhall fill to a certain degree. 

This ſentiment is ſubmitted to the 

public upon Mr. ApzsnzTay*s authority, 
having had no reaſon myſelf for altering 
my opinion; the only caſe I have ſeen 
ſince my former edition, in which the 
whole of the matter was | evacuated, did 
not ſucceed. 
Mr. AnzRNeTHY is further of opinion, 
that opium adminiſtered at regular in- 
tervals, and in doſes ſuited to the occa- 
ſion, has been very uſeful in mitigating 
the pain and irritability of the abſceſs, 
and in conſequence, the correſponding 
hectic fever. 

Wurx the abſceſs has been ſome time 
opened, the diet ſhould be changed for 
one more cordial and nouriſhing, and the 
bark, ſteel, or vitriol be, adminiſtered ; 
and the patient enjoy a pure air, and take 
ſuch gentle exerciſe as his ſituation will 
admit of without an en of Na 
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I nAvx only to add, under the ſanction 
of a ſolitary caſe yet pending, that nature 
will endeavour to relieve herſelf, even in 
this dreadful diſeaſe, by abſorbing the 
pus, very many months after a large 
quantity has been formed. In this in- 


ſtance, wherein a lady was long confined 


to the houſe, and chiefly to her bed, 
through extreme weakneſs, and the weight 
of the limb; the ſize of the tumour is 
very conſiderably diminiſhed, the appetite 
greatly returned, and the uſe of the limb ſo 
reſtored, that ſhe is able to walk abroad, 
and partake of the ordinary comforts of 


convaleſcents who are yet in a weak ſtate, 


MogBus CoxARIs. 


Ar ſimilar, and equally dangerous 
diſeaſe with the above, is the MorBus 
Coxar1s, or abſceſs of the hip-joint; a 
complaint differing only in the preciſe 
ſeat of the diſeaſe. The ſwelling and pain 
are 


Mok us CoxaR1s.” Th 


are here, indeed, more circumſcribed, and 
the abſceſs always gives way near the re- 
gion of the joint. The preceding ſymp- 
toms and treatment, however, much re- 
ſemble thoſe above mentioned. But the 
equivocal nature of the firſt appearances, 
and the difficulty of aſcertaining the pro- 
bable degree of ſubſequent injury, are 
ſuch as will not allow of a diſcuſſion in 
detail in a work of this ſort. | 
 1'8HALL obſerve, however, that a degree 
of lameneſs is frequently the firſt thing 
noticed; and a ſhort time afterwards, both 
the thigh and the calf of the leg become 
ſenſibly leſſened, The patient alſo doth 
not ſtand equally on both legs, and the 
affected one projects outwards from the 
body; and in the end the thigh becomes 
ſhortened.” It is generally attended with 
a ſevere pain in the knee, and very early 
an uneaſineſs in moving the head of the 
thigh bone in its ſocket. It occurs from 
infancy to manhood; and often derives its 
origin from trifling accidents. It is fre- 
quently at its firſt appearance miſtaken for 
other 


78 Monzos Coxants. 


other diſorders; accordingly, the pale- 
neſs, languor, and liſtleſneſs that follow 
the firſt ſymptoms are oſten attributed to 
worms, and the tumour itſelf conſidered 
ſimply as ſcrofulous; whence an erroneous 
practice is frequently adopted. It is, more- 
over, miſtaken for rheumatiſm and ſciatica 
in adults, and in children, for indolence 
and trivial accidents. 

On the head of treatment, I ſhall an 
obſerve, that in a view to procuring a re- 
ſolution, which is the firſt intention, the 
means can differ but little from thoſe 
preſcribed for the foregoing complaint; 
and we have the authority of the late 
Mr. Porr“ for expecting conſiderable 
benefit from iſſues or ſetons, applied in 
the manner directed for the palſy of the 
lower extremities. Should an abſceſs, 
nevertheleſs, be formed, its after treat- 
ment muſt vary conſiderably according to 
the degree of injury of the joint, and ad- 
jacent parts. Nothing, however, will 


* See A fhart account of his life, by Mr. EARLE. 


Con- 
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contribute more to the cure, than _— 
and ſtrict reſt of the limb.Dd 


Apscrss under the Fascia of the Taicn. 


Tur datiie of this (deport 5 fü ich 
of a kind with the two preceding ones, 
as well as fo much leſs dangerous, that it 
would be needleſs in this work, to do 
much more than mention it in its place. 

Mr. Aptnxwnerny. is of opinion that the 
whole of the matter ſhould in this caſe 
alſo be evacuated, and by a, larger open- 
ing than for the lumbar abſceſs; and does 
not, therefore, adviſe a reunion of the lips 
of the orifice. I have, however, feen the 
method which I have noticed as ſucceſs- 
ful in the former, equally fo in this ab- 
ſceſs; and from the reſult in one very 
bad cafe, am diſpoſed to think, there may 
be confiderable advintages' in ergo. the 


* For a full account of thefe abſceſſes, readers n are 
referred to a Treatiſe by Mr. E. Fox pb. 


aperture, 
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aperture, and making freſh ere as 
the matter ſhall collect. 


WarTt SWELLING of the Joixrs. 


1 SHALL be equally brief alſo on this 
article, the diſeaſe being well known to 
every ſurgeon ; and my intention in nam- 
ing it being only to mention, from experi- 


_ ence, a few remedies that have been 


found ſucceſsful in young ſubjects, if 
had recourſe to in good time, and before 
matter has been formed. Such are, the 
repeated application of eight or more 
leeches, and afterwards ſmall bliſters to 
the joint; gentle frictions of the part; 
two or three vomits a week; with entire 
reſt of the limb; and in the end, ſea- 


bathing, eſpecially if the patient be of a 
ſcrofulous habit. It has been ſaid, that 
a a poultice of boiled turnips, with a lump 
of hogs-lard, applied twice a day, has, in 
ſeveral incipient caſes entirely removed 
the complaint, And in a few inſtances 

that 
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that I have known, electricity has had an 
immediate, and wonderfully good effect; 
even where the joint has been conſider- 
ably enlarged, the pain very great, and 
the child incapable of nnn the 
limb. 


PaRALVSIS of the LowWwͥER EXTREMITIES with 
CURVATURE of the SPINE. 


f 5:8 complaint has been of late years 
ſo thoroughly announced, that it ſhould 
ſeem unneceſſary for moſt readers to enter 
into a minute detail of 'it after the accu- 
rate deſcription given by the late Mr. 
Porr, whoſe early account and judicious 
treatment of this dreadful diſeaſe has 
added luſtre to the reputation acquired by 
his former publications. Some late ob- 
ſervations have, indeed, ſeemed to detract 
both from his merit, and expected ſuc- 
ceſs; I can, nevertheleſs, from my own 
experience vouch for the great utility of | 
the plan in this morbid deformity. 

VOL, 11, G It 


82 PANAH rA of HS Tower Exriniireres, 


It will be proper, however, carefully to 
_ diftinguifh* it from the ſimple curvature 
of the ſpine, in Which a greater number 
of vertebri is concerned, and the legs 
are not peculiarly affected; as well as 
from a complaint preſently to be notieed, 

under the name of debility of the lower 
extremities, in which there is no manifeſt 
change of figure in the ſpine: 

Taxe Palfy of the lower extremities is 
certainly confined to no age, and being at 
firſt very frequently miſtaken in young 
children for the trifling effect of ſome 
fall or ſtrain} is intitled to peculiar notice 
in this work. I have: never met with it, 
indeed, where it has not been preceded 
by ſom̃e fall or violent exertion, though 
as Mr. 'PotT has obſerved, ſuch ſuppoſed 
accidents are ſeldom much noticed pre- 
vious to the debility taking place; though 
it is, indecd, probable; there may be ſome 


prediſpoſing cauſe, without which no 
common ſtrain would induce ſo much 
miſchief in a Part prin N to 
accidents; | | 


| The 
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The Curvature is generally, in the neck 
or back, though ſometimes in the uppen 
part of the loins, and varies in extent and 
degree according to the number of the 
vertebræ that may be affected. The firſt 
ſymptom noticed by children of an age 
capable of expreſſing their feelings, is an 
increaſed ſenſibility, and irregular twiick- 
ings in the muſcles of the thighs. This 
is ſucceeded; by a diſlike to motion, eſpe- 
cially to moving briſkly ; the patient on 
ſuch occaſions finding himſelf likely to 
fall, his legs getting entangled through 
their weakneſs, and a diſpoſitian to croſs 
each other, in his attempts ta ſtep for- 
ward. Soon after this, he perceives him- 
ſelf unable to ſtand upright long together, 
and that the legs and thighs have loſt 
much of their natural ſenfibility, Mat- 
ters ſeldom continue long in this ſtate, 
and the weakneſs increaſing, patients loſe 
more and mare the uſe af both the lower 
extremities, till ſome are unable ta move 
them at all even in bed; and theſe ad- 
vances of the diſeaſe are ſaid to be more 

G 2 rapid 1 
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rapid in adults than in infants. In the 


latter, I have particularly remarked that 
rigidity of the ankles noticed by Mr. 
Porr, by which the toes are pointed 
downwards, ſo that the heels cannot be 
brought to touch the ground. 

As my intention is only briefly to point 
out the diſeaſe, and the propereſt means 
of relief, it is not of importance to enter 
into a further detail of the progreſs of 
this diſorder, and of other complaints 
which are induced by it whenever the 
original diſeaſe has been long neglected. 

Tux obvious Remedy is that firſt hap- 
pily ſuggeſted by Mr. Porr, and is no- 
thing more than a large iſſue or ſeton 


placed on each fide the curve, at ſuch a 


diſtance as may prevent their burſting 
into one, Where the curvature com- 


prehends three or more vertebræ, the 


ſeton may be preferable to an iſſue, but 
if the latter be on any account elected, 
J ſhould adviſe its being made by the 
knife rather than a cauſtic; not only as 
IP leſs * but alſo for the very 

effect 
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effect Mr. Porr has diſapproved of, I 
mean, the conſequent inflammation be- 
fore there has been time for ſuppuration 
to take place. It may, indeed, be doubted, 
whether the benefit derived from the iſſue 
may not ariſe rather from the inflamma- 
tion and ſtimulus produced on the ſur- 
face, than from the diſcharge; to which, 
nevertheleſs, Mr. Porr ſolely attributes 
the cure.* In a recent caſe, however, 


* IT has been a common idea, that the diſcharge 
furniſhed by an ulcerated ſurface is the ſource of all the 
benefit that may be derived from abſceſſes, unleſs 
bliſtered ſurfaces be an exception; in regard to which, 
phyſicians have uſually conſidered the ſtimulus pro- 
duced by the cantharides as the chief mean of benefit, 
eſpecially in caſes of great local pain and inflamma- 
tion. It is, indeed, matter of ſome ſurprize, that 
thinking men have not more generally adopted the 
like idea in regard to other inflamed ſurfaces, whether 
induced by natural or artiſicial means. It ſhould 
ſurely ſeem, that har ſtate of the ſyſtem, or of the 
parts, by which ſuppuration is induced, is more likely 
to be the occafion of benefit, than the diſcharge of 
a large portion of the richeſt animal juices, which is 
but the conſequence of the other. Thus, in moſt cri- 
tical abſceſſes, the fever is found to abate as ſoon as 
b G3 the 
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land a very unpromiſing one, in an infant 
ten months old, a very ſenſtble relief Was 
ufforded as fooh as the inflammation took 


place, and before any ſuppuration ap- 


Peared; und though the child had been 
many montſis a eripple, with lofs off health 
And appetite, unable to ſupport its head, 
und the ſternum very much diſtorted, the 
*relfef was ſo great in one week after the 
inciſions were made, as left no room to 
doubt of a perfect recovery; which ac- 
cordingly took place a ſhort time after- 
Wards, without any deformity" remaining. 
Had Mr. Porr advanced any other rea- 
ſons for the:preference given to the cauſtic, 
"or merely aſferted ſueh preference, I 


'the external inflammation takes place, and the patient 
inſtead of being-afterwards benefited by a copious diſ- 
veltarge is not unfrequentiy hurried! by it into a fatal 
>maraſinus, When the 'abFceſs has been large, or im- 
„properly ſeated. There may be other inſtances, in- 
+geed, in which the ſuppuration, and even the great 
quantity of the diſcharge, may be "beneficial to the 
i fyſtem; but it is probable, that this is not in general 
the cnſe, and much leſs in tlie preſent inſtance, which 
attended witli fymptoms of general debility. 


ſhould 
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ſhould readily have ſubmitted to the great 
experience he has had in this dreadful 
complaint; but though I may very po- 
ſibly be miſtaken in my reaſoning, it ap- 
peared a duty juſt to ſtate it, as well as 
to notice this inſtance in point, in à diſ- 
e ſo much importance. | 
The iſſues ſhould be kept open till the 
patient perfectly recovers the uſe of his 
legs, or even a while longer, at leaſt one 
iſſue, which ought not to be dried up 
till the patient can walk firmly alone, 
and ſhall have recovered all the height 
which he may have loſt in conſequence 
of that ſtooping which the diſorder ja 
induced. 

In addition to the uſe of theſe means, 
N Mr. Porr has ſuggeſted thoſe of cold- 
bathing, frictions, the bark, and ſuch 
like; but I have myſelf never ſeen, any 
benefit from any thing where the iſſyes 
have failed, which I. haye found effica- 
cious where r no other remedy has been 
made uſe of. | After the recovery, how- 
G4 ever, 


ia 
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ever, if the patient is of a ſcrofulous 


habit, ſea-bathing is peculiarly indicated. 


The moxa has been ſucceſsfully made 
uſe of in one inſtance, by Mr. GiIuES,“ 
after the cauſtic, as directed by Mr. Porr, 


1s ſaid to have failed. But as the burn- 


ing was ſeveral times repeated, and the 


recovery appears to have been unuſually 


ſlow, it is not very certain, but a repe- 
tition of the cauſtic Wen- have err 
equally beneficial. = 


 DezrLITY of the Lower ExrRRMITIIS. 


15 diſorder intended here is not noticed 
by any medical writer within the com- 


paſs of my reading, or is not ſo deſcribed 
as to aſcertain the diſeaſe. It is not a 


common diſorder any where, I believe, 


and ſeems to occur ſeldomer in London 


than in ſome other parts. Nor am I 
enough acquainted with it to be fully 
| fatisfied, either i in regard to the true cauſe, 


4 Jour. ae Mea. Fev. 1788. 
or 
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or ſeat of the diſcaſe, either from my 
own obſervation, or that of others, except 
in the inſtance of teething, or of foul 
bowels; and have not myſelf had'an op- 
portunity of examining the body of any 
child who has died of this complaint. '1 
ſhall therefore only deſcribe its ſymptoms, 

and mention the ſeveral means attempted 
for its cure, in order to induce other prac- 
titioners to pay attention to it. 

Ir it ariſes from teething, or foul bowels, 
the uſual remedies ſhould be employed; 
and have always effected a cure. But the 
complaint more commonly ſeems to ariſe. 
from debility, and uſually attacks children 
previouſly reduced by fever ; ſeldom thoſe 
under one, or more than four or five 
years old. It is then a chronical complaint, 
and not attended with any affection of 
the urinary bladder, nor with pain, fever, 
nor any manifeſt diſeaſe; ſo that the firſt 
thing obſerved is a debility of the lower 
extremities, which gradually become more 
infirm, and after a few weeks are una- 
ble to ſupport the body. There being no 
ſigns of worms, nor other © foulneſs 
1 9115 of 
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of the bowels, mercurial purges have 
not been of any uſe; neither has the 
bark, nar hat, nar, cold- bathing. Bliſ- 
ters, or cauſtics on the os ſacrum, and 
the great trochanter, and volatile and 
ſtimulating applications to the legs and 
thighs, have been chiefly depended upon; 
though there is no appearance of an en- 
Jargement of any of the ,yertebre, nor 
of ſuppuration in the external parts, and 
therefore no reſemblance to the inflam- 
mation of the intervertebral cartilages, 
the pſoas abſceſs, nor the morbus coxaris 
of De Haen. . 
When only one of the laver extremities 
bas been affected, the above means, in 
two inſtances out of ſive or ſix, entirely 
removed the complaint: but hen both 
have been paralytic, nothing has ſeemed 
to do any good but irons to the legs, for 
the ſupport of the limbs, and enabling 
the patient to walk. At the end of four 
or five years, ſeme have by this: means 
got better, in proportion as they have 
acquired general. ſtrength: but even ſome 
of cheſe . 


wards 
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wards into pulmonary conſumption, where 
the debility has not been entirely re- 
moved. On this account it may be ſul. 
pected, that the complaint is ſometimes 
owing to ſcrofula: and I have been very 
lately informed by a gentleman of cha- 
racter in the country, that he has ſeen one 
inſtance of a paralyſis, or debility of this 
kind, in which, upon opening the body 
after death, the internal ſurface of the 
lower 'vertebre lumborum was found 
carious, though there was no abſceſs of 
the pſoas muſcle, nor external tumour on 
the back, nor loins. 
I nave ſeen a ſimilar debility ire 
grown people, eſpecially women, after 
ſome very long illneſs, and has continued 
à year, or more; during which time they 
were utterly incapable of walking with- 
out the help of crutches. Theſe caſes, 
however, have always been attended with 
great pain in the commencement of the 
complaint, though without tumour of the 
"limbs; and have ſeemed to be benefired 
5 the external uſe of the waters at Bath. 
Disco- 
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DrscoLOURATION, accompanied with D- 
BILITY of the LiMBs, 


\ 


Ane upon debility of the lower 
extremities, there is ſometimes a diſco- 
louration equally diſtin&t from thoſe al- 
ready mentioned, and another yet to be 
noticed. It takes place at a more ad- 
vanced age, and ſeemingly in conſequence 
of previous bad health. I know of no 
writer who has noticed ſuch a complaint, 
and have not met with it often enough 
to be diſtinctly acquainted with its nature; 
nor have I, as yet, fairly ſeen the reſult. 
Children ſo affected have gone off their 
feet, as it is called, or dragged them 
only very feebly, after having been able 
to walk ſtoutly for ſome time. They have 
become in every reſpect weak and lan- 
guid ; their head has grown large, and 
their limbs become emaciated, but do 
not feel cold to the touch, though of a 
deep leaden-blue colour from the fingers 
and 


Des1LITY of the Limss. 93 


and toes to the elbows and knees ; with the 
face almoſt equally diſcoloured, and like 
that of adults in a fit of aſthma. A fall, 
or ſuch like accident, has ſometimes been 
ſuſpected as the cauſe of theſe ſymptoms, 
but unſupported by any appearance on 
the vertebræ, or other parts. | 

THe bark and cordials have been made 
trial of without any advantage; and cold- 
bathing has ſeemed to be prejudicial. 
The application of leeches to the livid 
parts, friction, ſpirituous and volatile em- 
brocations, and bliſters; repeated elec- 
tricity ; tepid ſea-bathing ; ſteel, exerciſe, 
and a generous diet, are the means I have 
hitherto directed, after purging with ca- 
lomel ; but as yet, I have ſaid, I am not 
able to ſtate their certain effects. 

In ſeveral inſtances, a diſcolouration of 
this kind, appearing only at times, and 
recurring again, during many months; 
attended with cough: and occaſional dif- 
ficulty of breathing; has diſappeared to- 
tally as children have acquired general 
ſtrength and good health, without any 
mani - 
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"330 | 

1 manifeſt advantage from the means that 
K | have been uſed. 

1 

: CurvaTURE of the Bones from WEAKNEss, 
t# Came f the bones, particularly 
1 thoſe of the lower extremities, has been 
. mentioned as a common conſequence 
. of rickets, and may claim a tranſitory 
"a notice, | 

#4 Tux principal inquiry in the treatment 
bi of deformities of this kind, reſpects the 
= ufe of irons for the ſupport of the limbs, 
iq whenever the diſtortion happens to be 
1 confiderable. The propriety of this aſſiſ- 
it tance has, indeed, been doubted by ſome 
177 practitioners, as well as their unpleaſant 
| ; appearance objected to by parents ; who 
oh have therefore been inclined rather to 
truſt only to cold-bathing. Friend, how- 
i ever, as J am to the latter, I may venture 
i to fay from experience, that it is hkely 
i to be prejudicial at the time it is often 
ql N 2 © 
i 
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had recourſe to; for by ſtrengthening the 
ſyſtem, it rather ſerves to confirm the 
crookedneſs which the bones have already 
contracted. It is an advantage, on the 
other hand, that the bones remain ſoft 
and yielding as long as the curvature is 
conſiderable, if ſo be the preſſure of the 
ſuperior parts be at the ſame time duly 
counteracted. To fupport the limbs, 
therefore, with irons, as long as the ſoſt- 
neſs of the bones diſpofes them to yield 
under the weight of the body, is oa 
tainly a rational intention, and has been 

very beheficiaf in numberlefs inſtances. 
This end obtained, the bones being ſtill 
lenthening as the child grows up, they 
naturally incline to become ſtraight ; and 
at this time the cold-bath and other 
tonics are properly indicated, and will 

co-operate to the cure of the complaint. 

The only care required, is, that the irons 
be made as light as poſſible, and be pro- 
perly adapted, and that they be length- 
ened as often as may be neceffiry, It is, 


r. 
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poſſibly, for want of due attention to this 
laſt particular, that irons have in ſome 
inſtances been really found to do harm; 
the reaſon for which muſt be obvious to 
every one. TI 

_ Warn a curvature. takes Plage i in the 
ſpine (without any diſeaſe of the verte- 
bræ or cartilages) the like method ſnould 
be taken. Proper inſtruments to ſupport . 
the head and upper parts of the body 
have been contrived by different artiſts, 
but thoſe made by Mr. Joxxs appear to 
be the beſt. There is, indeed, a flight 
diſpoſition to this curvature in ſome chil- 
dren of a ſcrofulous habit, that does not 
require ſo inconvenient an inſtrument ; 
and for which the ſtays made by LAuRII 
and Horus in Bartholomew Cloſe may 
therefore be preferable. 

SnovrD the bones of the arm be curved, 
either by accident or diſeaſe, in this ſoft 
ſtate, rollers and paſteboard ſi plints pro- 
perly applied, will be ſufficient to ſup- 
port, and reſtore them to their natural 
7; 


But 
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But if the injury extend to the hip and 
contiguous bones, it will not be' manifeſt 
at the time; and when diſcovered, can 
be benefited only by the cold- bath, and 
other general remedies. If this diſtor- 
tion ſhould be conſiderable, it may, in- 
deed, become a ſource of manifold evils 
in females, as will be notieed in another 


place. 6 | ' | | 25 2c Ad 4 $16 #5 0664 
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M. young people are very ſubject 
to a mild ſpecies of this complaint, which 
being perfectly ſuperficial, is not im- 
properly termed the cutaneous whitlow, 
and will attack the ends of the fingers, 
ſeveral times in a year, without any pre. 
vious injury of the part. The ſubject is 
therefore introduced here chiefly with che 
defign of recommenditig a prophylatis 
which I have frequently ſeen ſucceſsful. 
This conſiſts only in bathing the fingers, 
ſeveral times a day, in the following 
VOL. II. H f mix 
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mixture, the, moment that a ſenſe of any 
perternatural heat, or pain, ſhall be felt. 
R. Miſturz camphorate Ziv. 
bt cod litharg. acetati 31 
Tinck. opii 3B 
Miſceantur. Eo 

90 le the malignant, or deep ſeated hk 
low, doubtleſs, the beſt method is to 
make an early opening down to the bone, 
which will occaſion the patient much leſs 
pain, than allowing the matter, gradu- 
ally, to make its own way to the ſurface ; 
which 1s likewiſe always attended with 
much miſchief to the parts. 

151 ſhall only add, that in the commence- 

ment of the tumour and, pain, nothing 
can be more improper hon the recourſe 
o commonly had to a bread and milk 
poultice ; inſtead of which, where poul- 
tices are required, thoſe made with the 

Water of acetated litharge are abundantly 
preferable, and ſhould be applied only 


EN. mhoderately Warm. hors 
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FuRUNCULUS, 


A Boil only is intended 
here; and is noticed from its frequency - 
in young people towards the time of 
puberty, who are ſometimes vexed with 
a ſucceſſion of them. This is the true 
phlegmonic inflammation, and is there- 
fore moſt acutely painful, and the ſkin 
of a deep red colour before the ſuppura- 
tion is complete. Though oftentimes 
hurtful in older ſubjects, they are, how- 
ever, juſtly accounted ſalutary in others, 
and do harm only when repelled, or 
haſtily dried up. If a poultice of bread 
and milk, therefore, be applied from the 
firſt; (if the boil be in a convenient part, 
otherwiſe a gum-plaſter); and the abſceſs 

dreſſed with any warm digeſtive as ſoon as 

the ſkin gives way, the ſlough, which the 
boil always forms, will ſoon be thrown 
off. It is ſometimes for the want of this, 
H 2 that 
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that another boil forms in the neighbour. 
ing parts, or the child is teazed with 
fore eyes, or fome humour, as it 1s 
termed, on the ſkin. 

Two or. three doſes of purging phyſic 
may be taken, at proper intervals, after 
the boil is healed, 


PznNIONES. 


Low is a complaint ſo well known, that 
it can need no deſcription. It is gene- 
rally owing ts the circulation of the blood 
in the minute veſſels of the extremities 
being checked, by a child having been 
long expoſed to cold or wet, and after- 
wards running to the fire inftead of re- 


covering the natural heat by general ex- 
erciſe, and friction of the parts affected. 
If the injury be exceedingly great, as it 
ſometimes is when a perſon has lain for 
ſeveral hours in the ſnow, the circulation 
cannot always be reſtored, and foine parts 
actually 
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actually mortify, To prevent this, if 
poſſible, inſtead of bringing the perſon 
near a fire, he ſhould be immediately 
ſtripped, and well rubbed all over, eſpe-. 
cially the parts moſt affected, with ſnow, 
and afterwards with ſalt and water, and 
be then put into bed. If neither ſnow, 
nor ice be to be had, cold water ſhould 
be made uſe of, or flannel ſprinkled with 
ſpirit, or volatiles. If the parts be 
turned black, which they often are when 
they are what is called froſt- bitten, 
the patient, eſpecially if a young child, 
ſhould be confined to the bed, as long 
as the weather is ſevere, and the parts 
continue diſeoloured. But my intention 
is to treat chiefly of flighter attacks; on 
the firſt appearance of which, known by 
the heat, itehing, redneſs, and ſwelling 
of the heels, toes, or fingers, the parts 
may be well rubbed with a ſoft bruſh, 
or ſoaked in ſmiths forge-water, and af- 
terwards rubbed with muſtard and brandy, 
ſoft foap, or ſalt and onions ; or they may 
be embrocated with the liniment. ſaponis, 
= 0 
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or ſpirit. camphoratus, to two 'ounces of 
which may be added a tea-ſpoonful 'of 
the aqua litharg. acetati. But I have, for 
ſome years, experienced the good effects 
of far ſimpler means than any of theſe, 
and which I have hitherto never found 
equalled by any of the warmer remedies 
alone. It may, indeed, be made uſe of 
together with them ; and is nothing more 
than the cerat. ſperm. ceti ſpread on a 
large piece of thick lint, or the emplaſt. 
ſaponis on cloth, to be applied as ſoon 
as the extremities begin to itch, or be 
painful: or if this ſhould not very ſoon 
be of uſe, both embrocating, and cover- 
ing the parts with compreſſes wrung out 
of the aqua ammoniæ acetate, which 

ſhould be continually preſerved moiſt. 
Some children are diſpoſed to have chil-. 
blains every winter; as a preſervative 
againſt which, if it be the hands that 
are liable to be affected, warm leather 
gloves ſhould be worn, (avoiding woollen, 
which 1 in theſe caſes is men to the 
17 e Us: 0604} 
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ſKkin;) and above all, wearing for a few 
hours in the day or night, and eſpecially 
when abroad in the cold, oil'd- ſilk gloves, 
which is one of the beſt preventives both 
of chilblains and of chopped hands, that 
has been hitherto known. But if the 
feet are uſually the affected parts, the 
heels only may be covered by a piece of 
waſhing-leather, and over this a piece of 
oil'd- ſilk, ſecured round the inſteps, and 
worn day and night during the cold 
months; and ſhould be taken off only 
for the purpoſe of waſhing them, and 
rubbing the parts with the bruſh or lini- 
ments, as mentioned above. >! 9121) 
Wurx the ſwellings are broken, it is 
common to dreſs the ſores only with a 
little cerate, and to wait for the return 
of warm weather, when they uſually heal 
of themſelves; but by this means, they 
often remain bad through all the winter, 
and when large, are ſometimes not well 
till the ſummer is very far advanced; 
and I have even ſeen them remain very 
| H 4 bad 
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bad both in children and grown people, 
at the end of September. 

After having attended great 8 in 
this: complaint, I am fatisfied that this 
kind of ſore requires applications ſome- 
what more invigorating, being a ſpecies 
of morrtification ; and though it will not 
always endure very warm digeſtives like 
many other ulcers, yet when the chil- 
blains are pretty large, a portion of ſome 
digeſtive. joined with the cerate, is very 
friendly to them. And I have known 
ſome ſores, though very ſmall, which had 


remained in a very obſtinate and tedious 


ſtate long after the breaking up of a hard 
froſt, whilſt they had been dreſſed only 
with cerate, or other mild, or drying ap- 


_ plications as they are called, begin to 


heal immediately upon adding a ſmall 
portion of fome warm digeſtive, and ap- 
plying a flannel roller, without any other 
alteration in the plan. But if they are 
ſpread to any conſiderable ſize, nothing 
n ſo much to their healing, as 

0 touch- 
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touching the ſores every day with bra- 
cing and invigorating lotions, particularly, 
diluted ſolutions of ſteel, or tincture of 
myrrhe; which in a very few days will 
produce kindly granulations in theſe, and 
other cold fores, though of long ſtand- 
ing. 


Wuen the parts are much ſwollen, and 


the ſores been long foul, it will be of- 
ten neceſſary in ſevere weather, to make 
uſe of poultices, of which thoſe made 
of rye-meal and the compound water 
of acetated litharge are more active, and 
therefore preferable to bread and milk: 
the latter however, if a little brandy be 
added to it, anſwers yery well in many 
cafes. If thefe are applied over the 
above drefling of cerate and digeſtive, and 
changed twice a day, the ſores will heal 
in much lefs time than by any of the com- 
mon applications 1 have ſeen uſed ; eſpe- 
cially if the parts ſurrounding the fore 
be well rubbed with camphorated ſpirit. 
If children be not very young, purging 
them with a little calomel twice a week, 
4 will 
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will often expedite the healing of the 
ſores: in the worſt caſes, a decoction of 
the bark, as. well 4s cordials, and a 
—— diet, are required. n 

I have now for many years had n 
proofs of the good effects of electricity 
in chilblains, both as a remedy and a 
prophylactic, eſpecially in very old peo- 
ple, many of whom are afflicted with 
them every winter. 16223 
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* 


1 5 8 and ſcalds are mentioned by ſome 
old writers, and though a misfortune by 
no means confined to young people, they 
too often fall to the lot of infants, through 
the careleſsneſs of their attendants; and 
for want of being properly treated at the 
inſtant, children often ſuffer exceedingly, 
when, a fit application would have ren- 
dercd the. injury trifling. 4; ie ee 


. Warn 
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"Wan fuch an accident happens, the 
neareſt aſtringent at hand ſhould be made 
uſe of, ſuch as brandy, or other ſpirit, 
wine, or even cold water, till ſomething 
more proper can be procured; into which 
the injured part ſnould be plunged, or be 
covered with pieces of cloth dipped in 
ſuch liquors, which will prevent the bliſ- 
tering of the part; or, in the momentary 
want'of any of theſe, holding the injured 


part before a moderate fire. As ſoon as 
it is poſſible to procure officinal remedies, 


the following will be very . 281 
R. Aq. calics LB). Berl 
| ——_— acetati I 
-- Spir. vini Gall. 3 ij. re 
Miſceantur. 5 The 


Where ice can be cas nlite | 


and renewed day and night, it will be 


found one of the beſt Bu remedies | in 


very bad caſes. | 
IF the injury has been too long received 


to admit of much relief by theſe means, 
and deep ſloughs are actually formed, a 
very Proper drefling may be made of 
| equal 
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equal parts of cerat. & lapide calamin, 
and unguent. ſambuc. viride; diminiſh- 
ing the proportion of the latter as the 
floughs ſhall. be thrown off, and the 
ſores become diſpoſed to heal. But 
ſhould the injured' ſurface be large, or 
the pain occaſioned by removing the 
dreſſings, be very great, it will be ſuffi- 
cient to cover the parts with pieces of 
linen dipped in cold-drawn linſced-oil, 
which ſhould be moiſtened every day, and 
ſuffered to adhere till the [ſores are in 
a ſtate to admit of being dreſſed in a 
common way. 

A $sTRONG ſolution of ſoap in water has 
long been in uſe with artificers employed 
in any buſineſs expoſing workmen to very 
bad ſcalds; and is a very excellent reme- 
dy.—About three quarters of an ounce of 
ſoft ſoap is a proper quantity for a pint 
of water. But the ſoap taking ſome time 
in diſſolving, and requiring a certain pro- 
portion of boiling water, the lotion can- 
not be made cool enough for immediate 
uſe by the addition of the proper quantity 

| of 
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of cold water; a remedy, therefore, more 
convenient, and perhaps more efficacious, 
may be made of ol. oliv. aq. fluv. frigid. 
and aqua kali puri. Six ounces of oil 
to ten of water, with two drachms of the 
tey will make a pint.—This quantity may 
be ſufficient for a burn on the hand or 
foot; which is to be immerſed, and: kept 
about half an hour in the liquor, which 
will remove the injury if had recourſe to 
immediately; but muſt be repeated, as 
the pain may require, if the ſcald or burn 
be of ſome ſtanding. Could a perſon 
fcalded all over, be inftantly put up to 
the chin in a cold-bath of this kind, and 
the head, at the fame time, be frequently 
immerged, or well wafhed with: the liquor, 
I believe very little injury would enſue.— 
Whatever ſores may be formed, ſhould 
be treated afterwards according to the 
foregoing directions.“ 
| | Luxa- 


A Fon ſome new idens on the nature of burns and 
their treatment, the reader is direged to ar Efay, 
written by Mr, KENTIsn, 1797. + 
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Ils FANTS are not only liable to theſe mis- 
fortunes by a fall from the lap, but the 
bones, or joints, may ſometimes be un- 
avoidably injured in the birth. There 1s 
in this caſe, ſeldom any luxation, I be- 
eve, but of the ſhoulder ; which is not 
difficult to be reduced, and requires no- 
thing afterwards, but that the Tow” be 
kept perfectly quiet. 

Ir is very common for nurſes, eſpecially 
during the month, to ſupport the lower- 
Jaw of an infant whenever 1t happens to 
yawn, in the apprehenſion that the Jaw 
might otherwiſe, be diſlocated. This prac- 
tice 1s, at t leaſt, an evidence of ente 


1 


As a more curious novel deviſe i in a view to lefſening 
the pain and inflammation conſequent to burns, the 
metallic tracers of Dr. Per K1Nns, to which ſuch mar- 
vellous effects have been attributed, can be mentioned 
only in the way of caution not to . on them. 


atten- 
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attention, and can do no harm, though 

I have, indeed, never known the accident 
happen. Should it, however, take place, 
either at this age, or in older children 
through ſome violence, it will occaſion 
a very awkward appearance, and prove 
very diſtreſſing to the child, who will be 
diſabled from taking any nouriſhment till 
the luxation be reduced. Nothing more, 
however, is required to this end, than to 
place the thumb of each hand in the back 
of the mouth, and the fingers on the out- 
ſide, under the jaw, ſo as to depreſs, and 
at the ſame time bring it a little for- 
ward, to diſengage the head of the con- 
dyle, and then force the jaw ne 
back. 

Fractures, indeed, are not quite 4 
eaſily managed as luxations, and perhaps 
happen more frequently. The bones are 
yet but little more than griſtle, and if 
ſtrained beyond a certain degree, are eaſi- 
ly bent, or even broken. The former is 
"ou iow: ned reſtored, but I ſhall be more 
particular 
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particular on the latter, as the ſubject is of 
ſome importance. 

_ » FracTurEs in the bia are uſually of 
the collar bone, the arm, or the thigh ; 
the treatment of the two former of which, 
will include all that is neceſſary to be 
obſerved of ſuch as may happen in other 
parts. | | wr 
The firſt, however, requires very little 
attention, as it will be neceſſary only to 
draw the ſhoulders back, confining them 
in that poſture, by two or three pins in 
the clothes, and to apply a piece of the 
empl. litharg. cum reſina, or emplaſt. ſa- 
ponis, ſpread on leather, upon the riſing 
end of the bone, and a RE piece over 
the firſt. 

A FRACTURE of the arm a demands a lit- 
tle more attention, but will always end 
perfectly well. The difficulty confiſts in 
keeping the fractured ends of the bones 
appoſed to each other, without rolling up 
the arm ſo tight as to occaſion pain, or 
much ſwelling of the hand, which in a 
be new- 
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new- born infant, a very ſmall preſſure 
will effect. J have found no method ſo 
well adapted as the following, which al- 
lowing of a little tumour about the frac- 
tured part, without the neceſſity of looſen- 
ing the roller, preſerves the ends of the 
bones in due contact, without drawing 
the roller ſo tight as to prevent the free 
return of blood from the inferiour my of 
the limo. * 

To this awd tree little ſplints; about 
half an inch-in width, and an inch and a 
half long, may be made of fine linen 
cloth, five or fix' times folded together, 
to the thickneſs of common paſteboard; 
and being ſoaked in a mixture of flour 
and white of egg, ſhould be placed in the 
uſual manner, along the fractured ends of 
the bone. Being applied wet, they will 
accommodate themſelves exactly to the 
figure of the limb, and when become dry, 
will be ſufficiently ſtrong to ſupport the 
bones. They ſhould be applied imme- 
diately on the ſkin, without the interven- 
tion of a roller, by which means, when 
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the parts ſwell, which they ſhould always 
do a little, there will be ſpace enough be- 
tween them to allow of it, notwithſtand- 
ing the preſſure from the roller; which 
ſhould be applied over them. This ought 
to be of very fine flannel, and ſhould not 
be drawn near ſo tight as for adults, nor 
will there be occaſion for it, as the chief 
dependance ought to be on faſtening the 
arm down cloſe to the ſide, by ſtrong 
pins fixed into the little gown, in the 
manner the ſurgeon may beſt contrive at 
the time. The gown, therefore, ought 
not'to be changed, nor the arm moved, 
but in his preſence: and if the hand be 
not inflamed, nor very much ſwelled, and 
the child continue eaſy, the part will not 
need to be opened undereight or ten days. 
Till this time, the ſame gown ſhould be 
worn, and be preſerved clean by ſuch co- 
verings as may be eaſily removed. The 
ſpeedy union of the bones will depend 
upon a ſtrict attention to keeping the 
limb as ftill as poſſible; and if it be ſo 
1 the accident will afford very 
; little 
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little trouble aſter the firſt ten or twelve 
days, and at the month's end, the child 
will move that arm nearly as well as the 
other. 


On Currix the Toxcus. 


* directions on this head, as well as 
the notice taken of many of the following 
little diſorders, proceed rather from a de- 
ſire that nothing on the ſubject of child- 
ren's complaints ſhould be omitted, than 
from their real importance. Some of 
them, indeed, have been entirely over- 
looked by preceding writers, and though 
they may ſeldom require much atten- 
tion, it may ſometimes be of advantage to 
know what has been ſerviceable in fimilar 
caſes. —The inſtance under conſideration; 
however, is too trifling a matter to dwell 
upon. And, indeed, the little operation, 
performed in order to lengthen the tongue, 
is very frequently called for where there 
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is no abſolute occaſion for it, the confine- 
ment being ſeldom ſo confiderable as to 
make it really neceſſary to divide the 
frenum. The child will ſuffer ſo very 
little, however, in the operation, that 
when it 1s carefully done, it will be at- 
tended with no inconvenience; and if it 
can afford the mother any ſatisfaction, it 
will be very proper to comply with her 
requeſt. It ſeems therefore only neceſ- 
ſary. to add, that ſome little care and 
ſteadineſs are required, or the ſublingual 
veins may be wounded, and in conſe- 
quence an infant may loſe its life. To 
ayoid this danger, the bridle may be di- 
vided by a ſmall curved biſtoury, inſtead 
of ſciſſars. The handle and blade, when 
open, need not exceed two inches in 
length; and the point ſhould be a little 
curved, and the back made broad, where- 
by! the point may be eaſily forced through 
the frenum i in the moſt troubleſome caſe, 
whilſt the back of the inſtrument will 
ſufficiently preſs down the veins, ſo as to 
be entirely out of the way of being in- 
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jured. | Theſe cautions have been judged 
by ſome people to be very trifling; but 
befides that infants have actually bled to 
death; the following equally fatal accident 
has ariſen. from cutting too deep, which 1 
ſhall therefore notice in this place, as well 
as deſcribe an inſtrument contrived 'for 
e en the ee . FM 
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T. occaſion of this accident, it It 


been faid, is cutting too deep in divid ing 
the frænum: I have here to notice its 
ſymptoms and remedy. The former are 
thoſe uſually attending ſtrangulation, and 
come on ſuddenly, and without any pro- 
bable cauſe but that of the tongue having 
been cut; but to which they are ſeldom 
attributed by thoſe who are ſtrangers to 
the complaint. The infant appears great- 
ly . 8. the face turns black; and un- 
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leſs theſe ſymptoms. ſoon diſappear, the 


child goes off in a convulſion. But if 
they are preſently removed, the infant is 


as fuddenly well; though they generally 
return again, and have in ſeveral inftances 
proved fatal. 

MR. Parir “ has perhaps the credit of 
diſcovering the true caufe of the com- 
plaint. The remedy confiſts in nothing 
more than bringing the tongue into its 


proper place, and if the infant be ſuckled, 


putting itt immediately to the breaſt, 
which will give the tongue a natural di- 
rection. Should the child be brought up 
by hand, the tongue ſhould be watched 
for ſome time, at leaſt till the bleeding 
ſhall be ſtopped; ; the complaint taking 
place only in conſequence of that being 
conſiderable, fo as to become an induce- 
ment to the infant to continue ſucking at 
the part. 

 Waexn the ſublingual veins are actually 
wounded, the danger, it has been ſaid, is 
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conſiderable z and it is to Mr. PzTIT that 
we are again indebted for the beſt con- 
trivance for ſuppreſſing this hemorrhage. 
The means confiſt only of a piece of ivory, 
in the form of a ſhort fork; the prongs of 
which ſhould be ſo placed as to prefs 
againſt the apertures in the veins, and the 
other end againſt the inſide of the lower 
jaw, and ſhould therefore be broad and 
ſome what convex, that it may keep its 
FRM | 
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Bend complaint was hinted at in the 
chapter on Sneezing, and is likewiſe met 
with among the old writers, I ſhall there- 
fore beſtow a few words upon it, though 
it is not often of much conſequence, I be- 
lieve, before the age of puberty. 

If a child be feveriſh, or otherwiſe un- 
well, the hemorrhage is often a mere 
9 ariſing from the camplaint un- 
14 der 


— 


120 HEMORRHAGE of the: Nos. 


der which it labours, and will diſappear 
upon that being properly treated. But a 
bleeding at the noſe ſometimes takes place 
in the healthieſt children, the veſſels of 
this part being weaker than thoſe which 
are covered by the true ſkin, and often 
afford a ſalutary outlet, in caſe of ple- 
thora, and therefore uſually contract 
when the intention of nature is anſwered ; 
after which, a doſe or two of cooling 
phyſic ſhould be given. But it may be 
ſometimes neceſſary to draw a little cold 
water up the noſe, to which ſome vine- 
gar may be added; to compreſs the noſ- 
tril from which the hemorrhage ariſes ; 
and confine the patient as much as may 
be to an upright - poſture. | Should theſe 
little remedies fail, the head, hands, and 
feet, may be bathed with cold vinegar 


and water, and the noſtrils be ſtopped up 
with doſſils of lint, which upon urgent 
occaſions muſt, be dipped in warmed oil 
of turpentine, or other ſtyptic liquor, and 
muſt extend to the poſteriour aperture. 
The laſt means will almoſt always ſuc- | 
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ceed; but if otherwiſe, ſome blood ſhould 
be taken from the arm, if the pulſe does 
not forbid; the feet be bathed in warm 
water, and the body kept open by manna, 
and cream of tartar; and the patient 
ſhould live for a long time pretty much 
upon whey, vegetables and milk; at leaſt, 
he ſhould not dine wholly upon animal 
food. — In the intermediate days of purg- 
ing, the teſtaceous powders, and tincture 
of catechu may be taken; and in ſome 
inſtances the bark, or the Nevil- holt water 
will be proper. ' 


HrMorrnace from the Naver. 
b wood navel of new-born. infants. is liable 
to ſeveral diſorders, ſome of which are of 
conſiderable importance; but J ſpeak in 
this chapter only of the ſlighter ones. 
Of theſe, one is an oozing of blood from 
the part, after an unkindly ſeparation of 
the cord, and is owing to the ſhooting 
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up of a ſoft fungus, which prevents the 
ſkin from covering the divided veſſels in 
the manner it otherwiſe does. This raw- 
neſs, however, is not always attended 
with hemorrhage, as will be noticed in 
the next chapter, but when it is ſo, the 
bleeding has ſometimes continued for 
ſeveral months, and in ſome inſtances, in 
ſuch quantity as to prove alarming to the 
friends of the child, leſt it ſhould in the 
end be injurious to its health. The little 
veſſel from whence the blood 1fues, lies 
always ſo deep that it cannot be ſecured 
by ligature, nor be conveniently caute- 
nized ; the latter of which, indeed, would 
be very diſagreeable. . I have, however, 


conveyed the lunar cauſtic to the part, 


which has ftopped the bleeding for a 
time; but it has always returned. No- 
thing further, however, is neceſfary, than 
to adapt a proper compreſs, and ſe- 
cure it by ſticking plaſter and bandage; 


which ſhould be continued for two or 


three weeks; or it may be reſtrained 
merely by a ſmall doffil of lint, and croſs 
ſtrips 
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ſtrips of ſticking plaſter applied in the 
manner directed for the rupture at this 

THERE is, indeed, another kind of he- 
morrhage of more importance, but this 
ſeems. to be ſympathetic, and is attendant 
upon infants who are in an ill ſtate of 
health during the month, and is, perhaps, 
a bad ſign, It takes place where the 
cord has been apparently well healed; 
but the ſkin afterwards gives way, and 
the bleeding is much more conſiderable 
than in the former. It requires, however, 
nothing more than the application of 
common ſtyptics, with proper compreſs 
and bandage. The bleeding not appear- 
ing, in the leaſt, to be critical, ought to 
be ſuppreſſed as ſoon as may be, and 
whatever complaint the infant may labour 
under, be treated according to its kind. 
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SORENESsS, or ULCERATION H the Navel. 


. care of this part has been ſo uni- 
formly ſubmitted to nurſes, that unleſs 
ſome very unuſual complaint has ap- 
peared, medical men have ſeldom been con- 
ſulted. On this account, its diſorders 
have rarely been mentioned by writers, 


nor probably have all the affections to 


which it is liable been known to them. 
The ſeparation of the cord is the work 
of nature, whoſe operations are uſually 
performed in the beſt manner and time. 
It may be here remarked, however, that 
in regard to the time there is a conſider- 


able variety; a complete ſeparation in 


ſome inſtances taking place in five days, 
and even earlier, and in others not till 
the fifteenth, or ſixteenth. When ſo late, 
the funis is uſually found hanging for 
ſome time only by a very ſlender filament, 
which if perfectly dead, as it uſually is, 

« 4 ks ought 
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ought to be divided; nature having here- 
in- failed of her intentions. From the - 
neglect of this, a ſource of irritation and 
diſcharge is kept up, which I have ſuſ- 
pected being the cauſe of ſome of the 
little diſorders now to be noticed. In 
the laſt inſtance that I met with of a long 
diſcharge from the navel, I afterwards 
learned that- the funis had been in the 
above ſtate for ſeveral days, and had not 
dropped off till the fifteenth. - x 
Tux ſeparation of this part, however, 
is not often followed by much ſoreneſs 
or pain, though there is frequently a true 
ulcer of the part. The common appli- 
cations of a bit of ſinged linen cloth, a 
toaſted raiſin, and duſting the part with 
hair-powder, or the powder of ceruſe, 
are uſually ſufficient for the common ſore- 
neſs conſequent upon the ſeparation of 
the cord. In ſome inſtances, however, 
the diſcharge is very great, and the part 
continues to appear raw, and indiſpoſed 
to heal, or dry up. In ſuch caſes, I 
have often found three or four ſmall 
Pieces 
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pieces of a ſoft cabbage leaf one of the 
beſt applications. They ſhould be laid one 
over another, that they may be preſerved 
moiſt and cool, and ſhould be continued 
as long as the diſcharge ſhall be conſi- 
derable. 

A MoRE troubleſome caſe is that of the 
part becoming ſore, often ſome weeks 
after it has appeared to be healed ; and as 
far as I have ſeen, (unleſs in ſome very 
bad caſes preſently to be noticed,) has 
taken place only where the ſkin of the 
belly has extended an unuſual way on the 
cord, occaſioning, as will be noticed in 


a a ſubſequent chapter, a diſpoſition to ex- 


omphalos. This ſoreneſs is likewiſe at- 


- tended with much thin diſcharge, which 


diſappears and returns irregularly, to- 
gether with a raw appearance of the part ; 
which is not many days in the ſame ſtate, 
The bowels are in this caſe uſually af- 
fected, and ſhould therefore be carefully 
attended to, and proper remedies ad- 
miniſtered according to the nature and 
number of the ſtools ; the part being at 
the 


of the Navil, _ I27, 


the ſame time covered with cabbage leaves, 
or with a poultice of bread and milk, or 
of aq. litharg. acetati comp. or the de- 
coct. corticis, according as it may be 
healed, or otherwiſe; or the raw part 
touched, now and then, with the argen 
tum nitratum, blue vitriol, or pulvis lapid. 
caliminaris, as its appearance, and the 
quantity of diſcharge may ſuggeſt. _ 

By one or other of theſe means, I have 
always found it get well, but ſometimes 
not in leſs than five or ſix weeks, and 
then has uſually dried up ſuddenly ; until 
which time the infant has ſeldom thriven 
properly. In ſeveral recent inſtances, how- 
ever, I have encloſed the raw part in a 
ligature; and this method has uſually 
removed the complaint in a couple of 
days; and ſeems therefore always -to be 
preferable where it can be effected, 

Bur there is a much more alarming 
ulceration, which like the former, takes 
place ſome time after the part has been 
properly healed, and is, probably, always 
the conſequence of ſome other illneſs, or 

general 
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general debility of the infant. In ſuch 
caſes, the ſore has been found to ſpread 
over a great part of the belly, and even 
ro mortify. Here very little can be done, 
F believe; all the inſtances but one, that 
I have known any thing of, having proved 
fatal, not ſo much from the local affec- 
tion, or tender age of the ſubject, as from 

the original cauſe of the gangrene. 
Whatever is found proper in a ſimilar 
ſtate of parts on other occaſions, ſhould 
be made trial of, ſuch as fomentations, 
poultices, and a liberal exhibition of the 
bark and cordials; under the uſe of which, 
however, the infant rarely ſurvives long 
enough to afford a due trial of their 
effects. | IT 
Mr. Pears0v, nevertheleſs, has informed 
me of two caſes of this kind of ulcera- 
tion, which took place in children turned 
of fix moths old; one of whom recovered, 
under his care, by the means above re- 
commended, which were had recourſe to 
as ſoon as the ſore began to ſpread. The 
other caſe had been attended by another 
: gentle. 
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_ gentleman, and was not ſeen by Mr. 
PEARSON till a ſhort time before the in- 
fant died. 


 UN&INDLY SEPARATION of the Fonts UN- 
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hon uncommonneſs of the appearance. 
here intended may be offered as a reaſon 
for noticing it, as it can require but little 
if any medical | aſſiſtance. I have only 
once ſeen ſuch a caſe; and being at a loſs 
what turn it might take, it is imagined, 
that other practitioners may not be diſ- 
pleaſed with this account of the probable 
reſult. a | | : 
Tuls caſe was hinted. at under the 
cle of Hepartomphalos, and the ſub- 
ject of it born in the Lying- in- hoſpital; 
where the funis was tied in the ordinary 
manner, about three inches from the 
abdomen. But inſtead of ſeparating cloſe 
to It as uſual, only the part encloſed by 
vol. Ii. K ””. 
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the ligature decayed ; the portion below 
it preſerving its former appearance, ex- 
cept that it was a little ſhrunk or ſhort- 
ened : ſome unuſual veſlel, or vaſa vaſo- 
rum, it is probable, keeping up the life 
of this caducous part. In this ſtate it 
remained for ſome days before the nurſe 
made mention of it to any one; and as it 
afterwards appeared probable it would 
gradually ſhrink away, no particular di- 
rections were given; but it was purpoſed 
ina few days, to tie the funis cloſe to 
the belly, if that ſhould not be rendered 
needleſs by the cord becoming dry, and 


_ dropping off in the uſual manner. 


When the child was near three weeks 
old, the fanis appeared a little raw and 
moiſt, and the ligature was then deter- 
mined upon; but the mother being called 
to a place as wet- nurſe to a great diſtance, 
leſt the hoſpital ſuddenly, the remaining 
funis being till a living part, but only half 
an inch in length, and the child very 
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viva may take place in different 
parts, but they uſually appear at the navel, 
or the groin. The exomphalos is ſome- 
times complicated with the ventral herni 

near the part, and is occaſioned by the 
ſeparation of the recti muſcles, the linea 
alba being there deficient; but it ſeldom 


extends far above or below the navel. 


The fimple exomphalos is a very com- 
mon complaint, which if immediately at- 
tended to, is eaſily cured, perhaps merely 
by the uſe of the cold-bath : but if ne- 
glected, may prove troubleſome as the 
child grows up; eſpecially to females. 
It will be ſooner cured, however, if treat- 
ed like the hemorrhage of the navel, by 
adapting a pyramidical compreſs, made 
of round pieces of good ſticking-plaſter, 
ſpread upon thin leather, with pieces of 
card placed between them; or what is 
more eaſily prepared, and 1s adapted to 
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poor people, a piece of bees-wax as broad 
as a ſhilling, and half an inch thick : the 
upper part of it may be round, and the 
other flat, which ſhould be placed on the 
navel. But if the child be a twelve- 
month old, theſe remedies will then re- 
quire a pretty tight bandage round the 
waſte; and ſuch a compreſſion, I have 
frequently obſerved nurſes afraid of, who 
often looſen the bandage ſo much as to 
render it of very little uſe. On this ac- 
count, I have for ſeveral years recom- 
mended Squike's elaſtic bandage, which 
if this rupture be complicated with the 
ventral, becomes the more neceſſary ; and 
fitting quite hollow on the ſides, and 
making no kind of compreſſion but on 
the part affected, and the oppoſite point 
of the back, perfectly anſwers the end, 
and generally in three or four months. 
But for the ſimple exomphalos in young 
children, I have for ſome years ſucceeded 
equally well by the ingenious contrivance 
of Mr. Kerson of Seven-Oaks, This 
conſiſts only in bringing the parts to- 
TEE - gether 
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gether by means of three or four ſtrips 
of adheſive plaſter, applied ſtar-wiſe, 
acroſs the navel, which are to be renewed 
as occaſion may require. — It has been 
ſaid, that I have often obſerved. ſtartings 
of the navel happen to ſuch infants, in 
whom the ſkin of the belly has extended 
further than is common. upon the funis ; 
on which account, nurſes ſhould be di- 
rected to be particularly careful in ſuch in- 
ſtances, and keep the part more than or- 
dinarily confined, _ | 

Tus bubonocele is of more „ 
yet may be ſafely left without a bandage, 
eſpecially as the cold- bath alone generally 
cures it when happening to children be- 
fore they go alone. In early infancy, 
there is likewiſe ſome difficulty in retain- 
ing the truſs on the part, and it is con- 
tinually liable to be wetted. If a rupture, 
however, ſhould be very large, and the 
infant unuſually fretful and crying, re- 
courſe may be had to a ſteel-truſs; to 
which it will be neceſſary to pay ſome 
nn leſt it flip out of its place, or 
| K 3 the 
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the rupture fall down, and be bruiſed by 
the pad. After two years of age, indeed, 
when children begin to take more exer- 
<ife, the uſe of a truſs ſeems to be abſo- 
lutely neceſſary, of which thoſe made of 
ſteel as improved by Mr. Sqyilkx, are in- 
comparably the beſt.— Should the cure of 
either kind of rupture proceed ſlowly, 
cold-bathing will aſſiſt it, as well as be 
proper, for ſome months, after leaving 
off the bandage or truſs. 

LasTLy, it may be prudent to drop a 
word or two on the ſtrangulated hernia ; 
which is more apt to take place in the 
groin than in any other part, though 
happily, it is not very common in chil- 
dren. It can be neceſſary to do little 
more, than to repeat here the obſer- 
vation made in the chapter on vomit. 
ing; that when any part of the inteſ- 
tine is ſtrangulated, the ſtomach will fre- 
quently eject every thing that is put into 
it, and ſhould therefore, furniſh a ſuſpi- 
<1on of ſuch an accident, and lead to 
an immediate examination of the parts. 
Fw ; <4 Should 
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Should the ſlighteſt appearances of tu- 
mour or heat be, diſcovered, the experi- 
enced ſurgeon will pay a proper attention 
to it, and can need no directions from 
this work, —I ſhall only obſerve. there- 
fore, that the free application, of cold 
water, or of ice, after: the ordinary re- 
medies have failed, has in ts in- 
ſtances ſucceeded. 
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1 diſtention of the ſcrotum is of 2 
nature ſimilar to the hydrocele of adults, 
and when it falls to the ſhare of infants, 
F believe, uſually appears at the birth. 
It has been ſometimes miſtaken for a 
common rupture, and a linen bandage 
been applied in the ordinary manner. It 
is, however, eaſily diftinguiſhed from that 
complaint, by the tumour being tranſpa- 
rent ; without pain ; and fram nat readily 
retiring upon preſſure, nor being end 
by the crying of the infant. | 

* K 4 It 
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It has been thought always to be a 
congenite complaint, and that the tumour 
does not retire upon preſſure, but I think 
J have lately ſeen fome inſtances where 
it has been otherwife.* In one I had oc- 
caſion to examine the parts very atten- 
tively at the birth, on account of a little 
mal-conformation of another kind, and 
neither then, nor the next morning faw 
any appearance of hydrocele; nor was it 
diſcovered by the nurſe or mother till fix 
weeks afterwards, though the parts, for 
the reaſon above mentioned, were fre- 
quently examined. About this time I 
was ſent for in haſte, on account of the 
appearance of a large hydrocele, which, 
however, by the mother's report, was be- 
fore I got there greatly diminiſhed: The 
ſcrotum, nevertheleſs, contained (as I 
imagine). near a table ſpoonful of water, 
and was from. this time diſtended in dif- 
ferent degrees, as the water men to 
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Mr. Le Erbare de Villebrine met with it in a child of 
. months old. | 
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retire, more or leſs, through the tunica 
vaginalis and tings of rhe muſcles, which 
I apprehended muſt have been preter- 
naturally open; though no portion of the 
meſentery, nor inteſtine, I believe, ever 
defcended. The complaint, however, diſ- 
appeared in a few weeks, by only daſhing 
the parts with cold water, three or four 
times a day.—This infant was a twin; 
and it is remarkable, that the other 
child had likewiſe a hydrocele, which 
was not diſcovered for three weeks after 
the former; but was much ſmaller, and 
got well by only the like gentle treat- 
ment. Let: os"? 

Tur hydrocele is a harmleſs complaint, 
and would probably always difappear of 
itſelf in the courſe of a few months ; but 
may much fooner be diſperſed by ſome 
aſtringent lotion. The aq. ammon. 
acetate has ſucceeded with me perfectly 
well, and I have ſometimes made uſe of 
compreſſes wetted in vinegar and water, 
with the addition of a little ſpirit, as the 
{kin has been able to bear it. Perhaps 
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the addition of crude Sal ammoniacus, as 
adviſed by Mr. KrArz, in the treatment 
of adults, might aſſiſt the abſorption of 
the water; but I have myſelf never had 
occaſion to make trial of it. The ſmoke 
of burning gum benjamin received upon 
Hannel, and applied to the part, is like- 
wiſe a good remedy. But the ſpeedieſt 
method is to puncture the bottom of the 
Tumour with the point of a lancet; which, 
as it may always be done with perfect 
ſafety, and with very little, and. only a 
momentary pain to the child, is often 
preferred by the mother, as it inſtantly 
removes a blemiſh which cannot but. be 
unpleaſant to her, whenever any other 
perſon may chance to be witneſs to it. 
In whatever way the water be gotten rid 
of, I never knew it return, nor the 
child ſuffer any conſequent inconveni- 
ence; though the complaint is ſo com- 
mon that I have ſeen it in many ſcore in- 
ſtances, and eured in different ways. 
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Hirmo never ſeen the complaint, and 
conceiving that the preceding diforder 
has often been miſtaken for it, I ſhould 
Not have noticed it, but in the view that 
nothing relating to infantile complaints 
might be overlooked. Should the ſcro- 
tum, however, be really diſtended with 
wind, a piece of cotton, fumigated with 
gum maſtic may be applied twice a day, 
and the part embrocated with the com- 
pound water of acetated litharge and 
camphorated fpirit, and be ſupported 
with a proper bandage. 


ReTENTION of the Tesrzs. 


Or, or both of the teſticles, in ſome 
inſtances, remain in the abdomen of in- 
fants 
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fants at their birth, and then a tumour 
appears in one, or both groins, forming 
another affection reſembling the hernia, 
and is noticed on that account. As the 
application of a ſteel-truſs, or, indeed, 
any other. bandage, might here be at- 
tended with bad, if not fatal conſequences, 
it is of importance to avoid the miſtake. 
This complaint being generally owing 
to a preternatural ſtricture of the rings of 
the abdominal muſcles, or to a want of 
due action in the cremaſter or guberna- 
culum; I have nothing to recommend, 
unleſs it be in a negative way, to forbid 
any rude handling of the part, in order to 
force the teſticles into the ſcrotum. If 
any thing of this kind ſhould be judged 
neceſſary, from a diſpoſition of the parts 
to give way, the deſcent ſhould be only 
very cautiouſly aſſiſted, and that not fre- 
quently. In the courſe of a few weeks, 
or months, however, the obſtacle, of 
whatever kind, uſually gives way; though 
ſometimes, indeed, the part remains con- 
fined through life, and its unnatural po- 
; \ ſition 
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ſition is certainly attended with ſome in- 
conveniences, and a greater chance of 
injury to the teſtes; of which I have ſeen 
more than one inſtance in adults. Should 
inflammation take place, in conſequence 
of any accident, during infancy, every 
proper means of counteracting it ſhould 
be immediately had recourſe to, ſuch as 
gentle laxative medicines, and ſedative 
embrocations and cooling poultices, made 
of the compound water of acetated li- 
tharge. 


TuMEFACTION of the PREPUCE. 


hin little complaint, like the hydro- 
cele, ariſes from extravaſated water, and 
is a partial anaſarca, and if it be not at- 
tended with inflammation, nor owing to 
a ſtone ſticking in the paſſage, as it ſome- 
times is, it never proves of any conſe. 
quence. It is ſometimes preceded by a 
_—_— diſcharge from the part, of a 

thick 


142 PROLAaP8Us, or PROCIDENTIA ANI. 


thick but ſoft conſiſtence, reſembling a 
ftrong lather of ſoap, or the froth of milk, 
which diſappears as ſoon as the tumefac- 
tion ſubſides. 

Taz part may be waſhed frequently 
with the aq. litharg. acetati comp. or be 
wrapped up in a poultice of that kind, and 
the body be kept open, which uſually re- 
moves the complaint in two or three days; 
but if it ſhould not, the part may be 
lightly ſcarified, and afterwards fomented, 
Should it ariſe from inflammation, as in 
the eryſipelas infantile, the inflammatory 
' cauſe muſt be properly treated. If from 
a a ſtone in the paſſage, the ſtone muſt be 
extracted, if within reach, or if other. 
wiſe, it ſhould be forced back into the 
bladder. q 
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Sous 18 a deſcent of the internal coat of 
the lower bowel, (this coat, it is well 
| known, 
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known, being much longer than the 
others, and full of folds); and is either 
owing to its laxity, or to irritation.” It is 
no uncommon complaint, nor uſually dif- 
ficult of cure, being generally a ſymptom 
of ſome other; ſuch as worms, or other 
foulneſs of the bowels, or has been in- 
duced by rough purges, diarrhoea, long 
coſtiveneſs, a ſtone in the bladder, or 
other irritating cauſe, and is uſually pre- 
ceded by teneſmus : to each of which the 
proper remedy muſt be applied, or the 
cure of ann will be attempted in 
vain. 

Bur if the complaint ſhould remain, 
after the irritating cauſe has been re- 
moved, it will then depend merely upon 
a relaxation of the part, ariſing from the 
long habit of deſcending every time the 
child has gone to ſtool; and is, in general, 
eafily cured by an aftringent lotion. To 
this end, a compreſs of lint, or ſoft tow, 
wrung out of the dregs of red wine, to 
which may be added a few drops of the 
aq. litharg. acetati ſhould be often ap- 

"Put 
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Plied, and ſecured by a linen bandage, ſo 
as to make a firm compreſſion on the part; 
or a compreſs may be ſprinkled with fine 
powder of myrrh, frankincenſe, and dra- 
gon's blood, or impregnated with the 
ſmoke of turpentine caſt on burning coals. 
Or, ſuppoſitories may be made of powder 
of balauſtines, red roſe leaves, and oak- 
bark, in honey, and introduced into the 
bowel, after going to ſtool. —It may be 
found expedient to have the part ſup- 
ported at ſuch times, by a ſervant placing 
a finger on each fide the gut: but this 
caution will not be neceſſary unleſs the. 
complaint has been of long ſtanding, or 
the deſcent be conſiderable. _ 1 

When this is the caſe, . fo- 
mentations and injections will alſo be ex- 
pedient. Theſe may be made of a decoc- 
tion of the cortex querci, which muſt 
ſometimes be rendered more powerful by 
the addition of alum, the quantity of 
which ſhould be increaſed as the part may 
be able to bear it. 


SHOULD 
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Snovlp ſuch a caſe occur in children, 
as it frequently does in adults, in which 
the bowel may not be eaſily returned, on 
account of ſupervening tumour and in- 
flammation, the ſtricture will never fail 
to yield to an injection of cold water 
with a few drops of the aq. lithargyri ace- 
tati, with five or ten of the tinct. opli. 
An hour or two after ſuch an injection 
has been thrown up, the prolapſed in- 
teſtine, though perfectly black as well as 
ſwollen, will be found to tetire of itſelf; 
the ſedative quality of the injection re- 
moving the ſpaſm and ſtricture, which 
afforded the only impediment to the re- 
aſcent of the bowel. | 

_ Cnrtpken affected with this eomplaint 
ſhould always fit on à hard, flat-bottomed 
ſtool, or a chair without arms, and of 
ſuch a height that their feet may not touch 
the ground. For children of eight of ten 
years old, who take much exerciſe, fe- 
courſe may be had to Mr. Goocn's ſuſpen- 
ſory as improved by Mr. our, in- 

vol. tt, L ſtead 
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ſtead of the linen en above recom- 
mended. fs 


, 
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* are either ſanguineous, mucous, 
or purulent.— As I ſpeak profeſſedly only 
of appearances before the age of puberty, 
I have merely to remark on the firſt, that 
infants have ſometimes ſuch a diſcharge 
from the vagina a few days after birth, 
and, that the like happens to girls of 
eight or ten years old; but neither ap- 
pears to be of any conſequence. Should, 
it however, on any account, be thought 
neceſſary to preſcribe ſomething, a little 
teſtaceous powder, or magneſia, accord- 
ing to the ſtate of the bowels, will be 
ſufficient, as the diſcharge always diſap- 
pears in a few days. 
CHILDREN. of five or fix years old, are 
ſubject to a mucous gonorrhœa, re- 
ſembling the genuine fluor albus of adults, 
which will in ſome inſtances be in an 
exceſſive 
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exceſſive quantity, ſo as to run throught 
all their clothes; and is ſometimes, though 
rarely, tinged with blood. If it were ſuf- 
fered to continue, it would probably in- 
Jure the health, but I believe may always 
be cured; by one or other of the means 
recommended for the next, which may ve 
called purulent gonorrhœa. 118 

THis is alſo no uncommon complaint 
even in children of two or three years old, 
and is then, in general, eaſily removed by a 
little cooling phyſic, and keeping the parts 
perfectly clean. I have ſometimes made 
uſe of a lotion of the aq. litharg. acet. 
comp. which I believe is preferable to moſt 
others, if had recourſe to in the com- 
mencement of the complaint; and if 
there be any excoriations, they ſhould be 
covered with the unguent. ceruſſæ ace- 
tate, ſpread upon linen, or lint. In- 
ſtances will now and then occur in this 
ſpecies alſo, in which the quantity of diſ- 
charge will be exceedingly great, ſo as to 
run down the child's limbs, ſeveral times 
in the day ; and will laſt for two or three. 

L. 2 weeks: 
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weeks: but it has always diſappeared i in 
that time, and not uncommonly, where 
it has been the moſt copious, cies al- 
moſt ſuddenly, 

Waen the purulent chene makes its 
appearance much later, as it not unfre- 
quently does, and is much diſcoloured, 
and fetid, it gives riſe to a ſuſpicion 
which young practitioners cannot be too 
guarded againſt. There are, indeed, in- 
ſtances of little girls, not more than ſix 
years old, being injured; and it is of con- 
ſequence to make a judicious diſcrimina- 
tion: but there are on the other hand, in- 
ſtances of a very ſuſpicious appearance, 
as late as the age of thirteen or fourteen, 
where no injury could be received without 
the conſent of the party, who is generally 
perfectly innocent, and where, therefore, 
the leaſt ſuſpicion would be very diſtreſ- 
ſing to her, and might make a whole 
family miſerable.* | 

* | Drs- 


Induced by motives of humanity, I hope I may be 


permitted add a word or two more on this ſubject; 
fince 
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Drscnarces with the worſt appearances 
are frequently carried off in eight or ten 
days, merely by the treatment above re- 
commended; but I have feen ſome caſes 
in the youngeſt ſubjects, of a bad habit of 
body, where mercury, as,a deobſtruent, 
has proved uſeful, though I could not 
have the leaſt ſuſpicion of a venereal taint. 
In fuch cafes, I have found Waxp's white 


fince the prudence and information of praQitioners 
may not only prevent a vaſt deal of unneceſſary diſtreſs 
to many worthy families, but may even ſave the cha- 
racter, or life of another party ſuſpected of criminality. 
For, beſides many inſtances wherein inattention or ig- 
norance might give riſe to injurious ſuſpicions, there 
are caſes which call both for great attention and ex- 
perience, in order to form a juſt and decided opinion. 
I have, indeed, known the diſcharge to be ſo ill- 
coloured and fetid, and attended not only with gre 
pain and inflammation, and excoriation in different 
parts, but ſuch tumour and other appearances of 
violence offered, about the furca, and in other in- 
ſtances, with an abſceſs in the labia; that bad the 
patient herſelf advanced any charge, I fear, I ſhould 
not have heſitated to have joined in with it; and yet 
from the event, as well as the whole hiſtory of ſeveral 
caſes, it has been very evident, 2 no kind o injury 
_ been received, 


L3 drop 


% 


150 On the Venom of Ixsgc rs, and 


drop a more convenient medicine than 
any other prepartion of mercury: it may 
be given in the doſe of half a drop, and 
by degrees, be increaſed to two and even 
three drops, once or twice a day, for two 
or three weeks. But where this has failed, 
I have only to add, that I have been al- 
ways able to ſucceed by giving the de- 
goctum corticis, cum balſam. copaibæ, 
ovi vitel. ſolutum; which is alſo an ad- 
mirable medicine in the fluor. albus of 
wut | 


— 


On the Pane of Inzzers, and of CERTAIN 
*$34 + 44 | ANIMALS, 


; (NED the following accidents, like 
ſome others before mentioned, are not 
eonfined to any age, they are, at leaſt, 
more formidable when they fall to the lot 
of little children, On this account, it 
may not be improper to recommend ſuit- 
able antidotes againſt the bite, or ſting of 

1 


** 
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venomous inſects, particularly the waſp, 
gnat, and other flies. Indeed, for the 
moſt venomous, ſuch help can rarely be 
had before conſiderable inflammation has 
taken place; after which it will take its 
courſe, and will continue, if occaſioned 
by a gnat, three days, and by ſome other 
inſects, for ſix; though the tormenting 
itching may be allayed much ſooner by 
the means of proper applications. If the 
bite ſhould be on the eye- lid, the inſide 
of the lip, or ear, very troubleſome ſymp- 
toms may follow, and the infant will; be 
vexed by it exceedingly. BOP 

- In the abſence of better remedies, the 
firſt application may be, of the ſtrongeſt 


ſpirit at hand, three parts, two of vinegar, 


and one of ſweet- oil; taking care it do 
not get into the eyes. But as ſoon as may 
be, the following ſhould be applied very 
frequently; which will check the progreſs 
of the venom, and allay the: . _ 
i e ee 4 | 
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Aceti diſtil. | 

Tin&. opii 2a 3 

Miſce antun: 
rike if the injury be not beo near 
the mouth, may be added twenty drops of 
the water of acetated litharge. Ages” 87d 

The bite of the common bug which in- 
feſts crouded places, not only occaſions a 
tormenting itching in children of a very 
delicate ſkin, and in certain grown people 
newly come from open. villages, but will 
alſo ſometimes. raiſe bliſters as large as 
Pigeons eggs, and will inflame the parts 
for ſeveral days, A very good applica- 
tion is vinegar with a ſmall: quantity of 
ohve-oil, and a few drops of laudanum: 
oil alone would rather increaſe the fize of 
the bliſters, - But the beſt application, I 
believe, for the ſting of any of the above 
mentioned inſects where the inflammation 
extends ſar, is ice, which immediately 
takes off the heat and itching; and ſhoyld. 
be repeated for half an hour at a time, 
10 every 


every three or four hours, mes my 
Þbeineceflary: 60 * 

Tus ſting of ſome inſects 1 trait 
been found to penetrate: one, or more of 
the abſorbent. veſſels, and has then pro- 


duced an appearance that would have been 


very alarming if ſuch inſects could convey 
a truly morbid poiſon. I have ſeen large 
branches of lymphatics, very tumid and 
inflamed, running from the knuckles to 
the axilla, producing an almoſt intoler- 
able itching and burning, until the laſt 
mentioned remedy has been applied; which 
has preſently abated theſe troubleſome 
ſymptoms, and carried off the hardneſs 
and inflammation by the next day.—For 
the highly venomous bite of the viper, 
the immediate application of olive-oil is 
the well-known, and. certain. remedy; as 
well as the internal exhibition of the vola- 
tile alcali. | a 
Up the painful impreſſions, of an 
awful accident that happened in my own 
family, ſome years ago, at the time I was 
free in this part of the work, (though, 
I thank 
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I thank God, the alarm terminated hap. 
pily), I cannot avoid dropping a few 
words on the envenomed bite of morbidly 
ENRAGED ANIMALS.* It is not my inten- 
tion, however, to advert to the peculiar 
nature of this moſt malignant poiſon, nor 
to enumerate the many deceitful remedies 
that have been at different times propoſed 
with an air of infallibility, whoſe ineffi- 
cacy is well known. f Nor is it my de- 
ſign to propoſe any new remedy, but ra- 
ther to lament, that the beſt preventives 
ſnould be ſo ill attended to, particularly 
amongſt the inferior claſs of people, to 
whom this dreadful accident happens of- 
tener than to the rich. And on this ac- 
n as well as the A being rarely 


The diſeaſe ambdg Dogs, has been known, it is 
ſaid, about 2050 years. 


+ In regard to dipping, or rather, LSE in 
the ſea, I ſhall juſt remark, that I ſhould have more 
hope of its efficacy upon the firſt approaches of the 
hydrophobia, thau as a preventive very ſoon after the 
bite, 


. 


treated 
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treated of, it is hoped, the intention will 
apologize for obtruding a friendly caution 
in this place. For, after a good deal of 
experience, and much inquiry and read 
ing on this ſubject, I am confident, that 
nothing ought, in any inſtance, to be de- 
pended upon, but taking out the injured 
parts, by the knife or cauſtic, or both; 
which if duly and timely effected, can- 
not fail to prevent every evil appre- 
hended.“ But whenever the ſituation of 
the wound may not admit of going deep 
enough to inſure ſucceſs, or too much 
time may already have elapſed, the ſtronger 
mercurial ointment ought to be rubbed in 
very freely, ſo as to raiſe a ſalivation; 
which has not only been thought to have 


* Since former editions of this work, this opinion 
is further confirmed by the caſes of Mr. Jesss Foor, 
publiſhed in Dr. Sruxmoxs's Medical Facts and Ob- 
ſervations; in which we ſee the different ſucceſs at- 
tending excifion of the parts, and various other highly 
extolled remedies, even in ſubjects bitten by the ſame 
animal. A remarkable caſe is alſo given in the 4th vol. 
of the Memoirs of the Medical Society of Landon, by 
Pr. JAMES SIMS, | 


proved 
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proved an effectual prophylactic, but to 
have alſo ſucceeded even where evident 
ſymptoms of infection had taken place :* 
though ſuch teſtimony, I am ſorry to add, 
is much weakened by many later experi- 

Fox the ſake of fuch readers as 
may not' have opportunity for reading 
many different publications, it may not 
be ſuperfluous to ſubjoin the judicious 
directions of the faculty in Paris, ſub- 
mitted to. the Committee of public in- 
ſtruction, which will bring the whole of 
the indications into view. 

Let the wound and the furrounding 
parts be well waſhed with Inkewarm 
water, to take off the ſlaver as much as 
poſſible. 

Let the wounded fleſh be then inſtantly 
cut out with a ſharp inſtrument, or cau- 
teriſed with hot iron, or with ſpirit of nitre, 


+ See Hiforre et Memoires de la Societ? royale de Mede« 


cine Annte 1783. 2de 8 Dr. or "ris 
&c. 


Or 
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or vitriol, commonly known by the name 
of aqua fortis, and oil of vitriol.* 

Suppuration will be accelerated, and 
pain alleviated, by filling and covering the 
wound with a poultice of bread and milk 
applied lu warm. and renewed every four 
hours. 

Let the ſurrounding parts che then rub- 
bed with ſtrong mercurial ointment. If 
the danger be imminent, and the bites 
deep, or numerous, falivation ſhould be 
excited as ſoon as poſſible, It is alſo 
neceſſary in this extremity, to cut away, 
burn, or cauterize the fleſh around the 
wound, even although it ſhould appear 


* Dr. Hamilton's experience confirms the efficacy of 
excifion in numerous inftances, when done even as 
late as the fifth and ſixth day after the bite; and in 
ſome inſtances after re-inflammation of the bitten 
parts, and commencement of the fymptoms. He alfo 
prefers an exciſion of the parts, as more certain than 
the cauſtic, unleſs the kali purum is made uſe of, 
which forming an immediate eſchar to ſome depth, 
the eſchar may be removed by a ſpatula, and the cauſtic 
be repeated immediately , as often as may be ee 
neceſſary. 


to. 
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to be healed up. It is certain, that the 
wound opens, when the hydrophobia 
makes its appearance. 

Ix a work calculated, for as extenſive 
uſefulneſs as the writer's reſources may 
ſupply, it can ſcarcely be judged impro- 
per te add to all that I have ſaid, the 
pertinent obſervations found in Dr. HA- 
MILTON's laſt edition on this melancholy 
diſorder, as guards, or preventives of 
injury. | | 
Tus following ſymptoms, he tells us, 
may be noticed in dogs about to become 
rabid: 

iſt. A diſinclination to food. 

2d. A marked melancholy. 

Za. The eyes appearing mixed and dull. 

Theſe ſymptoms, he ſays, mark the 
firſt ſtage; yet with ſcarcely any thing 
pathognomonic. But, it 1s added, that 
the animal now occaſionally forgets his 
maſter, and is irregularly peeviſh ; and 
it becomes at this time highly proper to 
regard our ſafety, and not to truſt him if 


he ſnarls, nor to careſs him. | = 
| The 
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The ſecond ſtage is more diſtintly 


marked; the dog does not feed with 


avidity, though he does not refuſe either 
his victuals, or drink; the latter in no 
ſtage offending him as it does man under 
this diſeaſe. But he ſhuns other dogs, 


and is equally ſhunned by them. A con- 


vexity may likewiſe be diſcovered in his 
back, formed by drawing his hinder to- 
wards: his forelegs ; and an extreme mw 
neſs of his noſe. 

In the laſt ſtage he loſes all recollection, 


quits his maſter's houſe, runs forward any 


where, and ruſhes, without | barking, at 


every animal coming in his way; but 


turns not aſide to bite any; and within the 


ſpace of two days after dies convulſed. If 
he be tied up, he bites at his chain in 
this ſtage, and is furious if approached. 


I Haveonly to add, (what it is, indeed, 


a great ſatisfaction to be able to ſay,) 


that, dreadful as this accident is where 


the poiſon has taken effect, it is evident, 


that only a very ſmall proportion of thoſe 
who are bitten. by animals actually en- 
raged, 
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raged, becomes really infected.“ For- 
tunately, the clothes ſometimes prove a 
defence, by wiping off the foam from 
the animals teeth; at others, it does not 
happen to be forced into the wound, or 
is not yet poſſeſſed of a poiſonous quality; 
Or laſtly, it is not abſorbed, or the ſyſtem 
may not be in a ſtate to be infected. 
Theſe aſſertions are ſupported by number- 
leſs facts, though much leſs frequent, 
perhaps, in London than in ſome other 
parts, eſpecially in the vicinity of large 
foreſts on the Continent, where ſuch ani- 
mals are very commonly met with, and 
often wound great numbers oſ people. 

It is, doubtlets, the uncertainty of the 
bad conſequences of ſuch injuries, that has 
ſupported the credit of many fallacious 
remedies on this melancholy occaſion. 
Encouraging, therefore, as the above cir- 
cumſtances certainly ate, it would, in- 
deed, be madneſs to confide in them, 
where the proper remedy may be made 


* Dr. Hani los ſays, not one in ſixteen- 
uſe 
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uſe of in time ; and though I ſhould wiſh 
to conceal rather than ſpread theſe ac- 
knowledged facts, could I think they 
would have ſuch an effect,“ it is on the 
other hand, no ſmall ſatisfaction, that 
ſuch encouragement, may be juſtly held 
out to thoſe who may be under any alarm 
for themſelves or their n. 


DisoRDERs 21 
Kecorded under obſolete Terms by 
Ancient WRITERS, 


1 SHOULD here cloſe the account of Diſ- 
eaſes, did I not meet with ſeveral others 
recorded by the ancients, which it may 
therefore be proper to take ſome notice 
of. They appear in the works of Rhazes, 
Paulus, CEtius, Fabricius ab Aquapendente, 
Celſus, Primeroſe, and a few leſs ancient 


* Indeed, a late, and well-known, melancholy in- 
ſtance .of- rabies canina, in a medical gentleman, and. 
the uncertainty of the more ordinary means, might 
' ſufficiently caution every one from negleQing any ſuf- 
picious caſe, or truſting to inadequate remedies. 
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162 Acnorrs. FAvus. PsoRoPHTHALMIA, 
writers. Of ſome of the diſeaſes there 
mentioned, I know nothing but from the 
authors own account of them, or that 
they are needleſs diſtinctions of diſeaſes 
(already ſufficiently noticed) which the an- 
cients were very fond of making, eſpe- 
cially in complaints of the ſkin; but can 
anſwer no practical end: of the others a 
more particular account will be given. 
Among the diſeaſes recorded by theſe 
writers are, Lentes, Hiſpiditas, Achores, 
| Favus, Pſorophthalmia, Impetigo, Ranule 
or Batrachos, Seriafis, Pariſibmia, Parulis, 
Tnflatio, Crinones, Malum Pilare, Phthi. 
riaſis, Hydroa, , Maczes. 
Ihe firſt fix are affections of the ſkin, or 
of the eye-lids. Acbores and Favus are a 
fort of Cruſta-lactea, ſo called by ſome, 
when of a dark colour, or ulcerated, and 
extending to the head, and Impetigo when it 
-attacks the chin; but by others the term 
Achores is applied only to adults. The 
Scald-head alfo, denominated Tinea when 
"the ſcabs have reſembled moth-holes'in 
cloth, and Favus when like a honey- 
comb, has been a fome termed Achores, 
when 


RanuLia. 1 i 


when the diſcharge has been unuſual ly 


acrimonious. P/orophthalmia is confined ih 
to the eye-lids, and is ſo named by Erxius, 10 
and others after him. | | 

'RanuLa is faid to be an inflammatory l 
tumour of the parts under the tongue, = 
and according to the ancients, particu- * 


larly of the veins: it ſometimes ulcerates, 
but often preſents a ſpecies of ſoft and 
lax edema. Cxlsus ſays the tumour is 
ſometimes incloſed in a cyſt, which muſt | 
be taken out; the operation for which is 1 
fully deſcribed by AqyarexnpenTe. Al- F 
though ſuch ſeemingly different accounts 

are given of this complaint, the Ranula 


appears to be no more than an infarction ; 
of the ſublingual glands, and I believe, =_ 
is not very common either in infants, or m 


adults; and indeed is moſtly an endemic 
complaint. I have ſeen it, however, in 
this country, in both; and at this time 
am attending an infant in whom it roſe 
very ſuddenly, and after increaſing greatly 
for two months, and continuing very 
hard, is at this moment becoming foft 

M 2 and 
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and looſe, and is conſiderably diminiſhed 
in its ſize. I have ſeen it in an adult 
bigger than the largeſt walnut, and was 
then very troubleſome, both in ſpeaking 
and deglutition. When of ſuch a ſize, 
it is uſually ſoft, and contains a fluid, 
and ſometimes calcareous concretions, 
owing to an obſtruftion of the ſalivary 
ducts. In this cafe, it needs only to be 
opened, and to be cleared of all the con- 
cretions; but if it be hard, the whole 
tumour muſt be extirpated. Tuorprus 
relates a caſe in which the matter ad- 
hered ſo firmly, that the ſurgeon, after 
having laid open the cyſt, was obliged 
to have recourſe to the actual cautery to 
deſtroy the inſpiſſated juice. Seriaſis, from 
Tipoc, quia caput quaſi excavatum cernitur ; 
the bones about the fontanelle, or ſome- 
times the membrane only, . being de- 
preſſed, or drawn in. Paurus (Lib. i.) 
deſcribes it as an inflammation about the 
cerebrum, in which the brain is ſaid 
often- times to mortify within three days; 
but if it ſhould not, the child, it is ſaid, 
will 
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will recover.“ I have never met with any 


thing like this diforder accompanied with 


a depreſſion” of the ſkull, though I have 
ſeen the preciſe depreſſion unaccompanied 
with any diſeaſe, and ſomething very like 
the diſeaſe without the depreſſion. The 
latter was noticed in an infant of five 
weeks old, who died of convulſion fits, 
the brain appearing as if in a ſtate of mor- 
tification, and ſmelling exceedingly fetid. 
Parifthmia is an inflammation of the ton- 
ſils, or throat, but is certainly not com- 
mon in this country; it is hinted by 
 HiypeocraTes in his book de Dentitione. 
Parulis is a complaint deſcribed by Paurvs 
as a painful * tumour about the gums ; 
Ruazes calls it a bliſter in the mouth. 
Tnflatio is a diſtention of the ſkin from 
wind or water after a child has been re- 


duced by long illneſs. Crinones, or Grubs, 


is little known as a diſeaſe, I believe, in 


* 


* Perhaps H Aocrates may allude to this diſeaſe, 4%. 


50. ſect. 7. Quibus cerebrum ſideratum eſt, intra tres 
dies interiunt, ſi vero hos ſuperaverint, ſani hunt. 
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Europe. It is a ſecretion from the ſeba- 
ceous glands, and appears on the arms, 
legs, and back, of ſucking children; and 
is abſurdly enough thought by ſome to be 
produced by inſects:“ older children are 
often found to have ſome appearances of 
it, but it ſeldom affords them further 
trouble than a little itching, and they 
amuſe themſelves by forcing out of the 
ſkin what they call worms.—In the in- 
ſtance of infants ſo affected, rubbing the 
parts with a coarſe cloth, by the fire-ſide, 
is all that will uſually be neceſſary in 
northern climates. T 

\Troven this kind of affection is gene- 
rally of little conſequence, whether in in- 
fants, or young children, I have never- 
theleſs, ſometimes known it prove a very 
troubleſome complaint in older ſubjects, 
eſpecially in females about the time of 
puberty. In ſuch inſtances, the whole 
neck, back, and breaſt, will be covered 
with little black ſpots, which gradually 


CRINONES, 


* Asr tc. LYEUTARD, PEACHY. 


in- 
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inflame till the parts become totally co- 
vered with heated pimples. Theſe at firſt 
itch intolerably, ſo as frequently to keep 
the patient from ſleep through the greater 
part of the night ; and in conſequence of 
being continually rubbed, turn to little 
inflamed and angry boils. When ſome of 
theſe have diſcharged the ſebaceous mat- 
ter, and are healed up, others will ariſe, in 
ſucceſſion; and at the end of ſeveral 
months, the ſuperior parts of the body 

are covered with them. | 
After making trial of common purges 
and alteratives, to no laſting advantage, 
I have cured the complaint by waſhing 
the parts morning and evening, for a few 
days, with the lotio ſaponacea, and after- 
wards rubbing in a little unguentum hy- 
drargyri nitrati; and when the ſoreneſs 
has gone off, making uſe of a proper 
fleſh-bruſh, for two or three months. The 
patient may at the ſame time take fifteen 
or twenty drops of the aqua kali pp*, two 
or three times a day, in a cup of ſaſſafras- 
tea, or milk and water, 1 
My: A coM- 
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A comeLaint ſometimes confounded 
with the former, is that called Morbum 
pilare, and is ſuppoſed to be ſpoken of 
by Hirpaxus as ſadly tormenting one of 
his own children. It is alſo mentioned 
by Party ; but I have never met with 
it myſelf. It is ſaid to be owing to hairs 
not duly expelled, which ſtick in the ſkin, 
eſpecially in the back of young infants, 
whom it torments by an inceſſant itch- 
ing, and ſometimes raiſes ſmall tumours, 
The cure is ſaid to conſiſt in fomenting 
the parts, and then pulling out the hairs 
with a-pair of nippers. 
 Phthiriaſis, or Morbus pediculoſus is a 
complaint I ſhould not have mentioned, 
were it not ſometimes found very trou- 
bleſome, and the heads even of children 
who are kept the moſt cleanly, much 
peſtered with theſe ugly vermin. It is 
not therefore intended to treat of it as a 
diſeaſe in other parts, (which are ſome. 
times equally occupied by them) and will 
be quite ſufficient to ſay, that the cure is, 
in general, very ſimple, and requires only 
wo. the 
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the hair to be ſprinkled for a few days 
with the powder of ſtaves-acre; a re- 
medy that is kept a ſecret by ſome foreign 
perfumers, who ſell it at a great price. 
Should this be ineffectual, a very ſmall 
quantity of the calx hydrargyri alba may 
be joined with it. Some people have 
ſtrongly recommended an ointment made 
of parſley-ſeeds boiled in freſh butter, 
which is to be well rubbed into the hair 
for three or four days. 
 Hyaroa, or Sudamina, is a trifling erup- 
tion from the ſudorific glands. Mactes, 
or according to ſome, atrophia lactentiun, 
is applied to a decay, ſaid to ariſe 
either from worms, (and is then called 
atrophia verminoſa)* or to the unſuitable- 
neſs of the breaſt-milk, which though it 
may be good in its kind, will not prove 
alike nouriſhing to all children. The 
milk is then properly directed to be 
changed, upon which it is remarked, the 
child will often recover, as I ſhall have 


* Sec Harris. 
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occaſion to notice more at large, in the 
third volume, on the management of chil, 7 
dren, This diſorder is, however, a true 
atrophy, or maraſmus, from whatever 
cauſe; and into which an infant may fall 
in conſequence of almoſt any of the com- 
plaints treated of in the foregoing pages, 
when they may happen to prove of very 
long continuance. | | 

I nave now gone through all that have 
been uſually ranked amongſt the diſorders 
of infants, and have taken ſufficient no- 
tice, as I apprehend, of every complaint 
worth mentioning, that I have met with 
either in my reading or practice; and may 
flatter myſelf this tract will be found to 
poſſeſs the advantage of completeneſs 
above every work of the kind. That no- 
thing may be over- looked, it remains to 
take notice of ſome congenite diſorders, 
and external blemiſhes ; and firſt of thoſe 
about the Head, | 


Exck- 


ENCEPHALOCELE., 


ENCEPHALOCELE, or HzRNIA of the BRAIN. 


M. infants come into the world with 
various parts imperfectly formed, eſpeci- 
ally about the head; and never more 
commonly than in the upper part of the 
ſkull. If the deficiency be very great, 
and accompanied with a like want of 
brain, ſuch fetuſes fall under the claſs of 
Monſters, and being never born alive, 
are not ſubjects of this work. 

Taz Hernia of the brain, on the We 
hand, is met with in infants otherwiſe 
completely formed, and is generally cura- 
ble. The public is indebted to Morn}, 
Ferrand for an accurate deſcription of this 
complaint, given in the $th volume of 
the Memoires de L' Academic royale de 
Chirurgie, 

Tun en ad ee 
ed tumour, uſually of a round form, and 
correſpondent in ſize with the extent of 

the 
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the deficiency of cranium; to which the 
complaint is owing. It is without fluc- 
tuation, or diſcolouration of the ſkin, but 
is attended with a perceptible pulſation 
of the brain, which ſynchronizes with 
the pulſe. The tumour retires and dif. 
appears upon preſſure, and is always 
ſituate either on one of the fontanelles, or 
in the courſe of one of the ſutures, and 
is never larger than a pullet's egg. Where 
the defect in offification is very conſidera- 
ble, a much larger portion of brain is 
conſequently protruded, which ſtrictly 
ſpeaking, it were leſs proper to call a 
diſeaſe, than a fatal mal-formation, as it 
is pertinently remarked by Mon/. Ferrand; 
and no more reſembles the true ence- 
phalocele, than an eventration reſembles 
the common inteſtinal hernia. It will 
be very neceſſary, however, carefully to 
diſtinguiſh this incurable evil from other 
ſoft tumours of the ſcalp, preſently to be 
noted, which it very much reſembles; 
the latter having frequently the like pre- 
ciſe feel of a bony margin around them, 

11 as 
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as is common, indeed, in caſes of extra- 
vaſation upon any ſolid ſurface. The tu- 
mour is alſo colourleſs, and often as large 
as in the fatal mal- formation, but has a 
conſiderable fluctuation, and is further 
diſtinguiſhable by the tumour not retiring 
upon preſſure, nor being de, with 
any pulſation. 

Taz Encephalocele is, indeed, kh 
diſtinguſhed from them both, by the brief 
deſcription above given of it; and fatal 
as it would be were it left to itſelf, re- 
quires only to be properly underſtood, 
in order to adapt a rational and effectual 
remedy, which conſiſts only in a careful 
and due compreſſion of the part. This 
may be effected by the application of a 
piece of ſnheet- lead, ſomewhat larger than 
the tumour, and pierced with holes, that 
it may be fewed to the child's cap. The 
compreſſion ſhould at firſt be very mo- 
derate, and never ſo. great as to give the 
infant pain, nor diſturb any of the natu- 
ral functions; though it ſhould be gradu- 
ally increaſed as the tumour ſhall retire. 
This 
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This is all that is required from art, the 
cure being the bufineſs of nature, which 
if the child continue healthy, will pro- 
ceed in the work of offification, and in 
due time fill up the vacancy in the ſkull. 
The protruſion of the brain was before 
an obſtacle to this proceſs; whilſt the 
injury that tender organ muſt ſuſtain by 
the prefſure from the fides of the bone, 
expoſed it to all the evils which compreſ- 
fion never fails to produce, -and which it 
were needlefs to enumerate in this place. 


Tumovrs of the Scale. 


Da are other tumours on the head 
of new. born infants, which it were im- 
proper entirely to paſs over. The one 1 
Thall firſt mention is of the leaſt import- 
ance of any, being occaſioned merely by 
long compreſſion in the birth. It is of 
different ſizes, and the ſkin is always dif- 
coloured; but in any caſe can ſeldom re- 
quire 
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quire much attention, as it frequentlydiſap- 
pears in a few hours. If large, it is common 
to bathe, or foment ſuch tumours with red 
wine, or with brandy, or vinegar, . diluted 
with water; and in general they gradually 
ſubſide, though ſometimes. not perfectly 
for ſeveral days. Some of them, however, 
are of more conſequence, and concern- 
ing the treatment of which practitioners 
have differed; the abſolute impropriety of 
opening any tumours ariſing from com- 
Preſſion having been conceived'of by many. 
On the other hand, I believe, it may in 
ſome caſes be really neceſſary, in order to 
prevent a troubleſome fungous fore, and 
even a Caries of the ſkull. The diſorimin- 
ation, - however, is ſufficiently obvious, 
fuch affiſtance being required only where 
the above remedies and compreſſion have 
had no effect, and the tumour is found 
ſenſibly to increaſe day after day, which 


in ſome inſtances has been the caſe to 
the end of the month. Such growth is 
always owing to the extremities of the ar- 
teries ruptured by long compreſſion, be- 
1 | i ing 


176 Tumours of the Scare. 


ing ſtill open, and pouring out an ichorous 
fluid into the cellular membrane, and 
thereby keeping up, and increaſing the 
6460 tumour. 

Upon opening the integuments, a bloody 
fluid is let out, and the - tumour nearly 
ſubſides, which afterwards requires no- 
thing but moderately aſtringent applica- 
tions and preſſure, which ſhould be con- 
tinued for a little time after the aperture 
is cloſed. | 

ANorRHEK kind of e of a more 
unfavourable appearance, was hinted at 
under the article of Encephalocele, and 
of which it may be proper in this place to 
take a little further notice. Theſe tu- 
mours contain a kind of ſerum, and are 
often very large, but without that diſ- 
colouration of the ſcalp and bruiſed ap- 
pearance, which there conſtantly is in 
thoſe laſt deſcribed, nor do they, indeed, 
ſeem to ariſe from compreſſion; J have, 
at leaſt, ſeen them extending over a third 
part of the head, and raiſed an inch or 
more from the ſkull, after the ſhorteſt and 
moſt eaſy labours. To the deſcription 
before 
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before given of them it may be added, 
that this kind of tumour, I believe, will 
always ſubſide very kindly, though ſome- 
times not completely, until the end of the 
month. In ſome inſtances, it begins to 
leſſen in ſix or eight days after birth, but 
in others, not till near the end of the 
third week, and, then ſubſides very ra- 
pidly; and as it falls, more and more of 
the ſkull may be felt, from day to day, in 
proportion as the abſorption of the fluid 
takes place. Jo aſſiſt nature, therefore, 
in this operation, embrocations of acetum 
diſtil. ſal ammon. crud. and ſpirit cam 
phoratus, ſhould be made uſe of, with a 
gentle compreſſion of the part; ,as well as 
keeping the bowels properly open. 


Lrurnartie Tunouns on the Heap and 
. SPINE. | wo 


Taear is another kind of tumour ap- 
pearing ſometimes on the head, and at 
others, on ſome part of the ſpine, which 
vol. 11. N is 
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is not owing to accidents in the birth, 
but is of a morbid nature. Theſe tumours 
contain a lymph, and are attended with 
evident fluctuation, as may be diſcerned 
by the touch; and unleſs they are exceed 
ingly ſmall, ought in no caſe, I believe, 
to be punctured, or even removed by li- 
gature, though adhering only by a ſmall 
pedicle. Thofe on the ſpine of the neck, 
or back, or on the loins, if they do not 
ariſe from the dura mater inclofing the 
medulla ſpinalis, feem to originate at 
leaſt from the perioſteum of the ſpine ; 
and the iffue having a morbid ſource, will 
be kept up after the tumours are opened, 
or even totally extirpated, and preventing 
the ſore from healing, the infant finks 
under the diſcharge, or dies in convul- 
ſions. | 
But there are other tumours of a fimilar 
appearance, which being, nevertheleſs, of 
a different kind, may be ſometimes ſafely 
extirpated, and will be noticed below 
after the Spina Byfida, to. which like- 
wiſe they bear a confiderable reſemblance. 
IxrERrrer 
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E 76 ſubjects of theſe affections have 
been termed pueres cœruleati; but the 
affection itſelf might more properly lead 
to a name, and be termed cutis cæruleata; 
though neither would deſcribe at all 10 
nature of the diſorder. 

Dr. SanDerorRT, Mr. ABERNETRV, ind 
more lately Dr. Nzvis of G/a/gow, have 
given inſtances of it, which accord 
with thofe before offered to the pane 
by other writers. 

Theſe morbid deviations ippenring in 
different parts,“ have in all the ſame ten- 
dency, viz, in a greater or ien 


* See Morigagni, Ehif. 11. Art. 12. Lond. Mes, Journal, 
fage 4. and Meg. Obſerv. & Inq. vol. vi. 
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to obſtruct the paſſage of the blood through 
the lungs, which in ſome inſtances has 
continued nearly the ſame as in the un- 
born-fetus. The peculiarity, is ſome- 
times in the pulmonary artery, which is 
conſtricted, or cloſed, as it riſes from 
the right ventricle; at others, in the ſep- 
tum cordis, which has an unnatural open- 
ing, affording a free communication be- 
tween the two ventricles; ſometimes in 
the aorta ariſing. equally from the anteri- 
our and poſteriour ventricles; and ſome- 
times in the imperfect cloſure of the fora- 
men ovale, or the canalis arterioſus. 
Theſe ſources of diſeaſe are mentioned 
merely with a view of pointing out the 
ſymptoms by which they may be known, 
and not of attempting a remedy ; which 
is out of our power. The recital, how- 
ever, may ſerve to prevent fruitleſs at- 
tempts, and perhaps the aggravation of 
the ſymptoms, and conſequent diſtreſs of 
the patient, where upon due knowledge of 
the diſeaſe, art has, evidently, nothing to 
offer, The imperfections are owing entirely 
5 to 
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to an original mal-formation of parts, or 
to a deficiency inthe powers of the ſyſtem 
ſoon after birth; the only time in which 
that diverſion to the circulation can take 
place, which nature has intended upon 
the change made in dere of re- 
ſpiration. | 3 

Tux preciſe time when this new möbcke 
of circulation ſhould take place, is not 
attempted to be ſettled, the paſſage be- 
tween the auricles, and that between the 
two great arteries, being open in-children 

of very different ages ; nor do both always 
| cloſe at the ſame time. It is conjec- 
tured, however, that this proceſs ought 
to begin from the birth, as it is found to 
do in the remains of the veſſels of the 
ſunis umbilicalis ;* ſo that, although the 
fetal apertures in the heart ſhould not be 
actually impervious at the, end of ſome 


* It is probable, howde er, that they are not ver) 
firmly clofed for ſome time, as I have eaſily forced the 
veſſels open, by an injection, in children who have 
died at the end of the montin. 
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months, it is imagined that ſome con- 
ſtriction has uſually taken place, and that, 
at leaſt, ſome check is given to the blood's 
paſſing from one ſide of the heart to the 
other, in the free manner it does in the 
fetus, This, it is natural enough to con- 
ceive, and I apprehend, is owing to a 
greater quantity of blood ruſhing into the 
lungs, in conſequence of reſpiration, (which 
leſſens the difficulty of entering that or- 
gan; ) by which means, a greater quantity 
flows into the leſt auricle from the pul- 
monary veins, which filling the part, 
prohibits an entry from the right. Upon 
the like principle, the aorta being more 
diſtended by a large quantity of blood 
from the left ventricle, does not allow 
the pulmonary artery to empty a. into 
it by the canalis arterioſus, 

Sometimes one of theſe apertures is 
found open, and the other cloſed up, eſpe- 
cially the canalis arterioſus, which is of 
the greater conſequence; the foramen 
ovale having in feveral inftances been 
found pervious in adults; and it is ima- 

gined 
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gined is always ſo, in thoſe divers who 


can remain the better part of an os 


under water. _ 
Wurrurg the preternatural aperture w 
in the veſſels, auricles, or ventricles ; 
whereſoever any morbid ſtricture may = 
whenever it may prove of any conſe- 
quence, the conſtant ſymptoms attending 
it are a diſcolouration of the face and 
neck, with a ſloe- blue, or leaden- colour 
of the lips, ſuch as is met with in ſome 


fits of aſthma; and ſometimes an unna- 


tural coldneſs of the body. The diſco- 
louration almoſt always takes place very 
ſoon after birth, and is increaſed, and at- 
tended with difficulty of breathing, as 
often as the child is any wiſe agitated; and 
whereby he is difpoſed to throw himſelf 


in a horizontal poſture. Theſe ſymptoms 


are not at all relieved by procuring ſtools, 
by the warm-bath, or any other mean 
made uſe of as a remedy for fits; nor 
can be, but by the child being "oP a8 
anduil as poſſible. | 
N 4 If 
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If the aperture be in the canalis arteri- 
oſus, children uſually fink very ſoon un- 
der the complaint, (although this is not 
always the caſe,) of which I have ſeen 
one inſtance a ſhort time ago; and for 
want, it is imagined, of a due portion 
of oxygen gas, owing to the full pro- 
portion of blood not paſſing through the 
lungs. But if the aperture be in the in- 
ſeriour parts of the heart, infants more 
commonly ſurvive for months, or even 
for years; although ſome phyſiologiſts 
have conceived there may be the like diſ- 
proportion of oxygenated blood. A re- 
cent inſtance of ſuch prolonged life, with 
an accurate account of the diſeaſe, is re- 
corded in the third vol. of the Medical 
Tranſaclions of the College, In ſuch in- 
ſtances, the ſyſtem having been accuſ- 
tomed to the effects of this derangement, 
is better able to withſtand them; the pa- 
tient, however, can endure but little mo- 
tion, the heart becoming thereby ſur- 
1 with blood, 5 reſpiration ren- 
| * * | dered 
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dered more difficult; hence alſo the blood 
is detained in the extremities, and the 
face, neck, and hands become particu- 
larly diſcoloured. Some time, indeed, 
before the patient ſinks under the diſeaſe, 
the ſymptoms are aggravated, and almoſt 
the leaſt motion endangers ſuffocation. 


Spina ByFIDA, or HYDRO-RACHITIS. 


Ln morbid affection is more com- 
monly known here by the former of theſe 
terms, though the latter is thought by 
many to be the more proper name; the 
firſt being taken only from an effect, the 
other being deſcriptive of what is deemed 
the original diſeaſe. It is alſo known by 
other names, as writers have been ſeve- 
rally impreſſed by the cauſe, effects, or 
the appearance of the diſeaſe. Rursch 
therefore calls it a dropſy, and BrrTRan- 
pi,“ a hernia of the medulla ſpinalis ; the 


* Ofere di Ambrogio Bertrandi. Tomo ij. Torino 1786. 
| medullary 
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medullary ſtructure being in ſome in- 
ſtances deſtroyed, and a ſpongy ſubſtance 
filling up the cavity of the membrane, 
and protruding through the by fid ſpine. 
It is remarkable, that this complaint, 
or malformation, though now every where 
to be met with, was not deſcribed, as I 
believe, before TuLep1us wrote,“ whoſe 
obſervations and caſes were firſt publiſhed 
in the year 1641, and afterwards with 
ſome additions, as late as 1716, which is 
the edition I have ſeen, and contains an 
accurate account of the ſpina byfida, 
Since the above period, the diſorder has 
been regularly noticed by various writers; 
but not being a very common one, and 
very little having ever been attempted” or 
propoſed for its relief, I judged it ſuffi- 
cient in the earlier. editions of this work, 
barely to notice and deſcribe the com- 
plaint, in order to guard againſt its being 
miſtaken, and an infant's life ſhortened; 
by raſhly opening the tumour. | But as 


* Tulfti Obſervationes Medicine. 
various 
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various ſolitary caſes and obſervations are 
diffuſed through different medical works, 
and none of the late writers having metho- 
dically collected and arranged them, nor 
any ſince MorTGacnTt paid much atten- 
tion to the ſubject; 1 have now been in- 
duced to take it up more at large. Hav- 
ing alſo myſelf ſeen the diſeaſe about eight 
or ten times, (under which one child lan- 
guiſhed ſeven weeks, and another ſeveral 
months,) as well as converſed with many 
practitioners who have as often met with 
it; I have thought, that in a work de- 
voted to the diſeaſes of children, it might 
be agreeable, if not inſtructive to the 
reader, to ſee all that is of importance on 
the ſubject brought into one view. | 

With this intention, I ſhall briefly ad- 
vert to the writers we are obliged to 
for any account of this congenite derange- 
ment; and after conſidering its nature, 
cauſe, and the periods at which it proves 
fatal, ſhall ſtate whatever has been pro- 
poſed, or attempted in a way of palliation, 
or Cure. | 


Ir 
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Ir is remarkable, that in a diſeaſe for 
which ſo little can be done, both the 
earlieſt and lateſt writers have agreed ſo 
well in their opinion, and deſcription of 
it; though ſome, indeed, do little more 
than mention it, notwithſtanding they all 
appear to have ſeen the diſeaſe. It hath 
been obſerved, that it does not ſeem to 
have been noticed by any of the ancient 
writers; and Turprus himſelf appears to 
ſpeak of it as of one he had not long been 
anywiſe acquainted with; we accordingly 
find him ſaying but little on its preciſe 
nature, or cauſe. Soon after him wrote 
C. Srl PART VaN DER WIEIL, and Mors“, 
the one in the year 1682, the other in 
1695, and about the ſame time BonzTus?; 
but theſe throw very little light on the 
ſubject. Ruyscn treats more largely up- 
on it, and it has been noticed, calls it a 
dropſy of the ſpinal marrow, as the hy- 
drocephalus is of the head, or brain, and 


Praxis Medico-Chirurgiea rationalis. 
2 Sehulch. 


with 


Hy prRo-RACHITIS.' 189 


with ſome propriety, as will preſently ap- 
pear. BipLoo?, phyſician to King WII 
LIAM the third, and SALzMAnNus8!?, his 
cotemporary, have noticed the diſeaſe. 
RuTTy* gives a good anatomical account 
of it. TirsIncn wrote upon it in 17337. 
Zecnar. PLATNER? more fully in 1745, 
and AcRELL * in 1748. Van SWIETEN and 
MorTGacni wrote, it is well known, 
nearly at the ſame time; the former of 
whom copies TuLeius and Ruyscn, but 
the latter quotes various other writers, 
and takes as much pains to inveſtigate this 
diſeaſe as almoſt any other that he has re- 
corded. Our countryman Mr. WaRNER,“ 
was well acquainted with it, and relates 
an inſtance of a man, living to twenty 
years of age, though the diſorder had in- 


3 Bidloo Ofera Exercit. I. 
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duced a palſy of the lower extremities; 
but not ſo bad as to diſable him from 
walking. Dr. Mono, in his treatiſe on 
the dropſy, in 1756, merely names the 
difeafe; but Mr. WRITE deſcribes it well, 
in his ſurgical cafes, written in the ſame 
year. BLANCHARD alſo mentions it; like- 
wife Monſieur Lx Car f in 1765, Gooch 
in his Surgery in 1771, AusROSE BER- 
1a AN DI in 1786, and Lourn g as late as 
1788. | 

By the accounts given by theſe writers, 
it appears, that this diſeaſe fixes either 
upon the ſuperiour parts of the ſpine, and 
is then ſeated upon the laſt vertebra of the 
neck, and the firſt of the back ; or elſe 1s 
lower down on the laſt of the loins, or 
more commonly, on the os ſacrum, and 
is uſually upon the centre, and poſteriour 
part of theſe falſe vertebræ: but Wee- 


+ Diffrtation fur la Senſibilit? de Ia dure mere, &c, 
: Ohere di Ambrogio Bertrand: Tomo ij, Torino. 
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The ſkin is \ ſothetimes entire; and fome- 
times ruptured externally, at the birth; 
and in the latter caſe, I believe, the in- 
fant is always ſtill-born, at leaſt, it has 
been ſo in all the inftances that I have 
met with; though ſuch fetuſes are often 
full-grown. In this cafe, the edges are 
prominent, and the centre is, of courſe, 
depreſſed, . the ulcer very much reſem- 


bling the form of the human mouth when 


the angles of the lips are drawn together, 
and the middle part is puſhed forward. 
When the {kin is entire, the di ſeaſe ap- 
pears in the form of a tumour, varying in 
ſize from that of a pea, or even ſmaller, 
to that of an half- crown piece; being alſo 
more or leſs elevated, The higheſt point 
is uſually very thin, and ſometimes tran- 
ſparent, from having no true ſkin; other 
parts of the tumour are red or livid, hav- 
ing very much the appearance of ſome 


* Weþfers Obſervationes. | 
cancerous 
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cancerous tumours upon the point of ul- 
ceration. The ſurface is generally very 
ſoft to the touch, eſpecially in the centre, 
from which a fluid retires upon preſſure, 
and round the margin of the ſwelling the 
bony edges of the ſpine may be diſtinctly 
felt; a circumſtance that ought always to 
be attended to, as leading to a certain 
diagnoſtic. In other caſes, no fluctuation 
is perceptible, but a carneous ſubſtance, 
hard and thick; and ſuch infants cannot 
endure being laid on the back, but pre- 
ſently become convulſed. Mors men- 
tions an inſtance of the diſeaſe being ſitu- 
ated between the ſcapulæ, in which the 
ſkin was not at all diſcoloured ; the de- 
ficiency of bone was therefore, probably, 
very ſmall, as likewiſe ſeems to have been 
the caſe from the event, as will be men- 
tioned in its placde. 
The internal appearances are various by 
ſuffice, it to ſay, that as the diſeaſe takes 
place during the proceſs of oſſification, 
the internal derangement ſeems to depend 
very much upon the period at which the 
udo complaint 
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complaint may commence. In general, 


there is a confuſion of nerves, blood- veſ— 
ſels, membranes and ligaments, together 


either with a, hard fleſh- like ſubſtance, or 
a certain portion of diſcoloured lymph. 
This is, probably, ſmall at firſt ; but the 
neceſſary ſupport of bone being wanting, 
the lymphatics of the membrane inveſting 
the ſpinal marrow, it has been ſuppoſed, 
continually depoſit their contents; en- 
larging the tumour, and increaſing the 
diſeaſe. I ſaw one inſtance in a fetus of 
about five months growth, where the bone 
(the os ſacrum, as yet, indeed, in a car- 
tilaginous ſtate) was complete on the out- 
ſide, but deficient within; the ſpinal mar- 
row was alſo wanting, and there was a 
conſiderable quantity of water. 

Many children born with this com- 


plaint do not ſeem to have ſuffered by it 


while in utero, being healthy, often large, 
and very ſtrong; but ſome are otherwiſe 


mutilated; it being not uncommon to 


find one or both the ankles diſtorted, or to 
have the lower extremities weak, and 
vol. IT, O ſome- 
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ſometimes totally paralytic: and there is 
in others a great deficiency of bone on the 
upper part of the cranium. The higher 
up the ſeat of the fpina byfida may be, 
the greater is uſually the injury, and the 
fooner the infant periſhes, unleſs the aper- 
ture of the bone be very ſmall, as is ſome- 
times the caſe. 

From what has been faid, as well as 
from a fimilar difeaſe being occaſioned by 
internal injuries of the ſpine, as men- 
tioned by Le Car,“ it will appear, that 
the diſeaſe, as hinted above, may be owing 
ro ſome interruption to the proceſs of 
offification, and a confequent diſtenſion 
of the membrane inveſting the ſpinal mar- 
row from the preſſure of the fluid, which 
in return becomes a further impediment 
to that proceſs. It is not improbable 
however, that this undue ſecretion of 
lymph may be oftener the original ſource 
of the diſeaſe; the water as an unnatural 


. Trait? de Mouvement muſeulaire ;, de lu wr de 
* Sc. 1765. | 


} 


com- 


HyDRo-RACHITIS. 195 
compreſſion, either preventing the forma- 
tion, or afterwards deſtroying a portion, 


of the bony arch intended by nature as a 


protection to the tender marrow; a part 
eſſential to the animal functions. Hence, 
Laurn has very properly defined the dif- 
eaſe to be, Aqua in Specu Vertebrarum col- 
lecta in Infante, Vertebras ultimas Columne 
Pondere ſuo findens, et Tumorem prope Os 


Sacrum conſtiluens: though it does not, 


as it has been ſaid, appear always in this 
part. 85 

Ir is ſometimes a mere local diſeaſe, 
confined within the circumference of the 
tumour, and at others, the water riſes a 
little higher in the vertebral column; and 


hence Ruyscn has conſidered this diſeaſe 
as a proper dropſy of the part, as the hy- 


drocephalus is of the head. In ſome in- 
ſtances again, the column is open from 
the occiput to the os ſacrum, and the 
water is even found to deſcend from the 
fourth ventricle of the brain; the two 
diſeaſes being then conjoined. Theſe diſ- 
orders have alſo ſometimes been found to 
| O 2 ſucceed 
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ſucceed each other; ſeveral ſuch in- 
' ſtances being related by WPrER and 
MorTcacnt. The latter of theſe writers 
relates one of a child of four years of age, 
where a dropſy of the ſpine ſucceeded to 

an hydrocephalus, which had taken place 
in conſequence of a contuſion of the head. 
The former being opened, the tumour of 
the head in a little time greatly ſubſided, 
and upon preſſing that part with a hand, 
a paliſh ichor ruſhed out from the aper- 
ture in the os coccygis ; a circumſtance 
recorded alſo in other inſtances : the above 
infant, he reports, recovered. In another, 
upon the conſolidating of the ſpina byfida 
after an aperture had been made, water 
in a few days began to form in the head, 
which afterwards enlarged to a very con- 
ſiderable ſize. On the other hand, it 
has been noticed, that there is ſometimes - 
no water, but the bony column is filled 
up with a carneous ſubſtance, or ſpongy 
marrow, and the complaint is then termed 
a hernia of the ſpinal marrow ; agrecably 
to a ſimilar congenite diſeaſe of the head, 


which 
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which has been aptly called a hernia of 
the brain. In this caſe, ſome mal forma 
tion of the ſpinal marrow may be conſi- 
dered as the original diſeaſe, unleſs it be 
ſuppoſed, that the proper cauſe exiſts in 
ſome interruption given to the proceſs 
of oſſi fication; whereby the medulla be- 
ing deranged for want of its natural ſup- 
port, is in conſequence diſtempered. 

Tus diſeaſe, it has been ſaid, becomes 
fatal in conſequence of the tumour be- 
ing opened, or the integuments other- 
wiſe giving way, which is uſually from 
a little ſlough, or gangrene, forming upon 
the thinner parts, which ſoon ſpreads 
wider and deeper, and ſo opens a way 
for the eſcape of the lymph. In a few 
days afterwards, and uſually on the third, 
the infant dies, unleſs the parts ſhould” 
ſoon cloſe again;' which has but very 
rarely happened. A remote cauſe of the 
child's death then ſeems to be the eſcape” 
of the lymph, which is frequently ſoon 
followed by a ſtrong convulſion, in which 
the little ſufferer expires. But where the 

O3 inte- 
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integuments have remained entire for any 
length of time, their rupture has been 
followed by hectic fever and maraſmus, 
in conſequence of a profuſe drain from 
the part. But it 1s more common for the 
little patient to die cither in a few days, 
or a week or two after birth, and then, 
probably, from fome morbid change tak- 
ing place in the medulla ſpinalis, from 
the admiffion of air; which is ſuppoſed to 
be always injurious to internal parts, and 
more particularly to membranous ones, 
and therefore muſt be peculiarly offenſive 
to the ſpinal marrow and its ſenſible co. 
vering. Theſe parts have, indeed, ſuf- 
fered from the birth, from the nature of 
the diſorder, and it is not therefore to be 
wondered at, that fuch infants are more 
or lefs conyulſed, and appear ſeveral times 
to be dying, before that event actually 
takes place, and that they are often other- 
wiſe. W ; though ſome children appear 
pretty well till the integuments give way. 
I remember one child who would not 
take the breaſt for twenty-ſeven. days, and 


Was 
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was ſeveral times thought to be dying; 
but afterwards taking to it properly, was 
greatly recruited ; appearing, except for 
this diſeaſe, in a promiſing way, and 
lived four weeks afterwards. The late 
Mr, Huyrzs told me, that. he had ſeen 
a child living with this diſeaſe at the age 
of eighteen months. 

Tux means of Cure that * 5 45 
been propoſed for this dreadful diſeaſe, 
are, opening the tumour, in order to eva- 
cuate the water; or preſſure, with a view 
to retain it, and conſolidate the parts: 
neither of which, that I can with any 
certainty learn, have ever ſucceeded, un- 
leſs it be in the inſtance mentioned by 
MokrTGaAGNI ; but in this, the diſeaſe was 
not congenite, The means, however, do 
not always ſeem to have been employed 
with proper diſcrimination ; ſince the very 


poſſibility of their ſucceeding will de- 


pend upon the ſize, and other circum- 
ſtances of the tumour; for the aperture 


can never be adviſeable where the tumour 


is large, and the conſequent. internal de- 
04 range- 


if 
5 


200 SpiINA By FIDA, or 


rangement 'of parts is confiderable; nor 
preſſure where the water is found com- 
municating with the ventticles of the 
brain. 

The fize of the tumour, it has been 
noted," is various, and agreeably thereto 
muſt” be the poſſible chance of recovery, 
as well as the probable duration of the 
diſeaſe, where it proves ultimately fatal. 
This, indeed, is more frequently within 
three days after birth, or if the infant 


ſurvives much beyond that time, it will 


be owing to the reſiſtance of the integu- 
ments; young children, it has been ſaid, 

ſeldom ſurviving the third day after the 
water begins to be freely evacuated. This, 


together with the matter of fact, where 


the tumour has been opened, furniſh a 
ſufficient caution againſt artificially letting 
out the water. Mors records a caſe of 
this kind, in which a child had lived to 
be three years of age, but the tumour 
being then opened, a great diſchage of 


* Praxis EE] rationalis, 1695. 
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water was kept up, which induced a hec- 
tic fever, and the child ſunk” at the end 
of three weeks. At the ſame time, a caſe 
related by Weerew equally forbids the in- 
diſcriminate uſe of preſſure. * In this, an 
aperture made by a ſurgeon, from whence 
three ounces of water had iſſued, being 
healed up in conſequence of firm preſ- 


ſure, an immenſe hydrocephalus formed 


by the end of the fourth week after birth. 
And Van SwzerTtn, who copies the'caſe, 
juſtly obſerves, that if nature cannot get 
relief in ſuch caſes, by letting out the 
water at ſo diſtant a part from the head, 
no benefit can be derived from any means 
that may neceſſarily occaſion an accumu- 
lation in the brain itſelf. | 
In ſuch inſtances as the above, it is 
probable, that the ſource of the diſeaſe 
has been in the head, the water having 
made its way from the fourth ventricle 
of the brain; nature ever attempting to 
relieve the oppreſſed, and eſpecially more 
noble parts. But in other caſes it ſhould 
ſeem, that the diſeaſe has commenced in 
the 
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the Joins, and the ſecretion being great, 
and the reſiſtance below conſiderable, 
(poſſibly from the oſſification being far 
advanced) the water has aſcended to the 
head.“ But by diſſection after death, it 
appears, that the water has more com- 
monly been confined to the ſpine alone, 
and then has not been in great quantity. 
Ir muſt be in the latter caſe only, as 
well as where the tumour, and deficiency 
of bone are inconſiderable, that any be- 
nefit can be expected from puncture and 
bandage, as Mr. AzzRNsTHY has lately 
ventured to propoſe. But from ſeveral 
| abjedtions which have been noticed above, 
ariſing from circumſtances which Mr. 
ABERNETHY does not ſeem to be aware of, 
nor can be always previouſly aſcertained, 
EF ſhould not think that parents would 
readily conſent to the experiment, or that 
ſurgeons can have much to offer as an in- 
ducement to it; eſpecially as the want of 
ſucceſs muſt neceſſarily haſten the death 


* See Ofere di Ambrogio Bertrandi, tom. ij. 
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of the infant. Theſe conſiderations, I 
imagine, have made ſurgeons in this 
country cautious of making any attempts, 
and have induced me to ſtate, as I haye 
done, the reſult as given by foreigners. 


SINCE the laſt edition of this work, Mr. 


ABERNETHY has ventured to make the ex- 
periment ; and though he is led to think, 
that the attempt is, at leaſt, proved to be 
harmleſs, I can, by no means, alter my 
opinion; and have therefore ſuffered my 
former obſervations to remain. Mr. Azr- 
NETHY acquaints us, that © the tumour 
was punctured every fourth day, for ſix 
weeks, during which time the child con- 
tinued unaffected. No contraction, how- 
ever, of the integuments took place; and 
at this time one of the punctures did not 
heal, but permitted the fluid to ooze 
out. The diſcharge gradually changed 
from a limpid to a puriform appearance, 


and in a few days the child died. This 
caſe (he adds) is intereſting, though un- 


ſucceſsful; as it ſhews, that the attempt 


at a cure may, at leaſt, be made without 
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hazard. —1 ſnould, however, rather con- 
clude, that the laſt aperture not healing 
up, and the child dying a few days after, 
ferves to confirm the prognoſtic I had 
ventured to make, not only of the pro- 
bable inutility of the puncture, but of the 
hazard. The collection of the water, if 
it be in any inſtances the firſt occaſion of 
the diſeaſe, is not the whole of the evil; 
there being diſtemper in the membrane, 
and generally of the bone, which the ad- 
miſſion of air to, cannot be harmleſs :* 
while the puncture cannot prevent a re- 
accumulation of the fluid. 

- From the general report of authors, 
therefore, as well as the reſult of my own 
experience, it ſhould ſeem, that little re- 
lief can, in general, be expected anywiſe 
from art. Some diſcrimination of caſes, 
however, ſhould be made, and perhaps 


„his ſentiment, however, has lately been contro- 
verted, and ſome deciſive experiments thought to be 
adduced in oppoſition to it, by Dr. HaiGaTow, in a 
paper on the Cæſarcan operation, in the Medical Records 
and Reſearches. An. 1798. 


this 
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this will refer principally to the abſence 
of any ſymptoms indicative of water 
in the head, and to the ſize of the tu- 
mour, on whatever part of the ſpine it 
may be; but the lower down. on the os 
ſacrum, the more favourable. As to the 
firſt of theſe, the uſual ſymptoms of com- 
preſſion of the brain do not, indeed, pre- 
ſent themſelves, and 1t is probable, ow- 
ing to the relief which that part receives 
from the deſcent of the water to the parts 
below. The preſence of water in the 
head may, nevertheleſs, ſometimes be diſ- 
covered, it being reported by Mos TGAGNI, 
that upon preſſing the tumour, the rifing 
up of water has been felt by a hand placed 
on the fontanelle ; and that from a firm 
preſſure there, the water has again for- 
cibly deſcended into the tumour on the 
ſpine. 

In the abſence, however, of every ſymp- 
tom leading to the ſuſpicion of water in 
the head, and when the tumour on the 
ſpine, eſpecially if low down on the fa- 
Crum, 1s very ſmall, (for it has been met 


With 
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. with of the fize of a vetch ſeed ;*) a firm 
compreſs, and fprinkling the part with 
aſtringent powders, or the uſe of ſimilar 
fomentations, may be had recourſe to, as 
recommended by AcRELI, , and alſo by 
Rvuyscn, who ſays he has ſeen ten caſes. 
AcRELL was led to this opinion from 
ſome children having lived for ſeveral 
years with this complaint: but the tu- 
mour in ſuch inſtances, I apprehend, has 
been very ſmall, and the children have 
died whenever it has acquired the ſize it 
has more commonly at the birth. In ſuch 
caſes only, I imagine, can the attempt 
with any propriety be made; as other- 
wiſe, the tumour will, probably, be only 
ruptured the ſooner by the bandage, and 
in conſequence, the life of the infant be 
ſhortened. 

There is not, however, the like objec. . 
tion to the uſe of an aſtringent, or cold 
embrocation, or more eſpecially to dry- 


* See Ruyſch. 
+ Memoirs of the Royal Academy of Sciences at Stock: 
holm. Anno 1748. 
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ing powders, ſuch as bolus armen. pulv. 
catechu, aluminis, and ſuch like; which 
may be ſprinkled on the part as occaſion 
may require, to prevent the oozing of the 
lymph, by forming a kind of cruſt over 
the pellucid ſurface. Such applications 
may alſo have a tendency to retard the 
rupture of the integuments, and thereby 
prolong the life of the child ; which is 
generally all that art can effect: and, I 
have myſelf, indeed, no further experi- 
ence of their efficacy in the true ſpina by- 
fida; although I have known ſuch means, as 
well as exciſion of the parts, effect a cure 
in caſes very ſimilar in form and appear- 
ance to this fatal complaint,“ but without 
any deficiency of bone. 

In regard to bandage, I have been in- 
formed, that Dr. Hox ER in his lectures, 
at one time, uſed to caution againſt the 
attempt, from his own experience of its 
| haſtening, as he thought, the rupture of 
the integuments ; but whether the trial 


* See Parenchymatons Tumours in the next Chapter. 
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had been made in the fitteſt caſe as here 
deſcribed, I could get no information. 

Should the fize or figure of the head, 
however, be from ſuch management af- 
fected, or the infant manifeſt any increaſe 
of pain; or if convulſions, coma, or other 
bad ſymptom ſhould ſupervene ; the band- 
age ought to be taken off, and the mildeſt 
application be ſubſtituted, in place of the 
aſtringents. In this view, a bread and 
milk, or ſaturnine poultice, may be had 
recourſe to, which is the modern practice 
whenever the tumour is large from the 
birth, and is, probably, in ſuch caſes, 
the fitteſt application that can be made 
uſe of; as it will fit eaſy on the part, and 
by forming a ſoft cuſhion, as it were, for 
the tender ſkin to reſt upon, will in ſo far 
diſpoſe it to be preſerved entire as long 
as poſſible ; the life of the child, it hav- 
ing been noticed, in almoſt every caſe, 
depending entirely upon that circum- 
ſtance. 


PAR EN- 
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PartncHyMATous TUMOURS,” 


5 08 reſemblance which ſome of theſe 
bear to the laſt mentibned diſorder, ren- 
ders' them worthy of particular notice, be- 
ing not always eaſily diſtinguiſhed from 
it. They appear on different parts of the 
ſpine, but more commonly near the neck, 
or to the os ſacrum ; are accounted marks, 
and are often of a morbid nature, and it 
is imagined, would not unfrequently prove 
fatal, if left to themſelves. As I deſign, 
however, treating only of ſuch as will 
admit of ſome Ty I ſhall * 
only two. | 

Tre firſt is a tumour on forme of the 
vertebræ, uſually of the neck, or the firſt 


of the back; it is of a ſublivid hue, un- 


equal, internally ſpongy, and' very vaſcular. 


I ſaw one of this kind ſome years ago, 


in conſultation with the late Sir Czar 
Hawkins, who adviſed to preſerve the 


— ,  : & ., ſkin 
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ſkin unbroken as long as it ſhould be 


poſſible, which he feared was all that 


could be done for it; and to this end, 
recommended the free uſe of the com- 
pound water of acetated litharge. It was 
then about the ſize of a crown-piece, and 
not raiſed very much above the level of 
the ſurrounding parts. The tumour, how- 
ever, increaſed, and the ſkin not long 
afterwards gave way, and the child be- 
came ill; in conſequence of which the 
late Dr. HuxrER was deſired to give his 
opinion, who adviſed: the extirpation of 
the tumour, as the only chance for pre- 
ſerving the child's life: but the father 
diſapproved of the operation. The part 
ſoon began to bleed a good deal at times ; 
in order to ſuppreſs which, as well as to 
leſſen the tumour, which was now con- 
ſiderably more prominent, I ſprinkled it 

with the following powder. 

R. Bol. Armen. Pulv. Catechu a Zij. 

Alumin. rup. 3j. Miſce. [ 
"Dua this, compreſſes wetted as W 
were applied frequently through the day. 
| | Theſe 
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Theſe would ſometimes adhere for ſeveral 
days, owing to the blood and powder 
forming a ſort of paſte, till a freſh o- 
ing from the veſſels looſened them; at 
which time the bleeding returned, and 
the applications were repeated: by the 
continuance of which; however, for ſeven 
or eight weeks, and compreſſion with a 
piece of thin lead, the veſſels gradually 
ſhrunk, and the diſcharge being dried up, 
the patt was happily ſkinned over, and 
the child recovered its health. | 
I have ſeen another tumour of this 
kind, which was treated in a different 
manner, It was ſeated on the laſt verte- 
bra of the back, and was apprehended 
to be the true ſpina byfida: but as no 
margin of bone could be diſtinctly felt, 
nor the tumour, by preſſure, be made 
to recede, I hoped it might be otherwiſe, 
and ventured to adviſe taking it off, as 
the only chance the infant had for its life. 
This was accordingly done when the child 
was about eight days old, and though 
a good deal of blood was loft in the oper- 
P 2 ation, 
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ation, from a deep ſeated artery, the ſore at 
the end of the month was perfectly healed, 
and the child ſoon afterwards became as 
healthy as any other in the family. 


HEPARTOMPHALOs, and HERNIA 
VENTRALIS. 


T. congenite ventral hernia, in which, 
from a deficiency of muſcular integuments 
and ſkin, ſome of the abdominal viſcera, 
and not unfrequently the liver, is pro- 
truded, is very often met with in abor- 
tions in the earlier months; though leſs 
commonly in the full grown fetus. I have 
never ſeen it in living children, unleſs in 
that inſtance of it termed hepartomphalos; 
which is the more immediate ſubject of 
this chapter, and will be clearly exem- 
pliffied in the annexed caſe. 
_ In the true hepartomphalos, there is, 
poſſibly, no actual deficiency of the muſ- 
cular or ligamentous integuments, and 
| ſtill 
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ſtill more propably, not of the ſkin ; but 
as the term ſtrictly implies, ſome part of 


the liver forms a congenite hernia of the 
navel. The liver while very ſmall is fome- 


wiſe drawn down by the veſſels of the um- 
bilicus which enter it, (poſſibly by ſome 
action of the fetus ;) is protruded at the 
muſcular ring in the linea alba, and falls 
into the funis umbilicalis ; which it dilates 


and diſtempers. This diſeaſe is a very 
rare one, I believe, in living children, 
and I had met with no written account of 
it, until Dr. Cour put into my hands a 


Theſis de hepartomphalocele congenita, by 


Francisc, HenRIcus RocRHOLTZz, printed 
anno 1768. 

The caſe there related correſponds ſo 
exactly with the one I met with, and both 
the infants ſurviving the diſeaſe ; but 
ſome months afterwards dying of other 
complaints, and their bodies being care- 
fully examined; the fact is eſtablifhed, 


and demonſtrates the powers of the ani- 


mal machine, in removing obſtacles to its 
n well- 
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well-doing, that might be thought infur- 
mountable. 

Tux ſubje& of the preſent caſe being 

born in the neighbourhood of the Britiſh 
 lying-in hoſpital, was brought there for 
the advice of the phyſicians on a day 
when I was in attendance. The child was 
then eight days old, and the nurſe in- 
formed me that the tumour ſtill remained 
of the exact ſize it had acquired when the 
infant came into the world ; but that pre- 
vious to the binding it down tight, the 
ſkin had ſeemed to be thinner, but was 
even at that time diſcoloured, though it 
had a. kind of tranſparency, as if it con- 
tained a fluid; and that the next day it 
turned black. ; 

The dry funis was now appending from 
the centre of the tumour, which was as 
large as a good-fized china-orange ; was 
black, and the ſkin, as I thought, in a 
ſ] phacelated ſtate, 5 

Whether this tumour contained the 
liver, or any of the inteſtines, I could 

nor 
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not at all determine; or whether it might 
be a mere parenchymatous enlargement 
of the funis umbilicalis, of which TI had 
lately ſeen an uncommon inſtance, of about 
one third of- this ſize; but in that, the 
enlargement commenced about three or 
four inches from the belly. | 

I had little doubt, however, from the 
ſize and colour of the tumour, that in 


the preſent inftance, the infant would die 


in a few days, or at leaſt, ſoon after the 


integuments ſhould give way; as it ap- 


peared highly probable, there would then 


be an opening into the cavity of the ab- 


domen. I directed nothing therefore, but 
a bread and milk poultice, and this merely 
in the viewto its being a ſoftcuſhionfor the 
tumour to reſt upon; which did not, how- 


ever, appear to be very ſenſible, though 


the'infant cried much upon being moved, 

as if it were thereby put to pain. 
Four days afterwards the child was 
brought again to the hoſpital. There 
was then but little-change in the appear- 
ance of the tumour, nor much diſcharge 
P 4 from 
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from it; and the. child having taken 
kindly to the breaſt had a healthy ap- 
pearance ; ſo that ſave from the ſuſpicion 
ariſing from the nature of the tumour, it 
ſeemed very likely to live. Half an ounce 
of the decoction of bark was directed to 
be given three times a day. 

I did not ſee the infant again for three 
weeks ; and it was then near. five weeks 
old. I now learned, that the child had 
thriven ſo well the parents were ſatisfied 
it was likely to live; and that the funis 
had fallen off on the fifteenth day, with- 
out being followed by any unpleaſant 
fyniptom. That the tumour had- burſt 
about a week after the funis came off, 
from which time the ſwelling had ſen- 
ſibly ſubſided as the diſcharge kept up; 
and that at the end of the month, the 
diſcoloured integuments all ſloughed off, 
and left a ſuperſicial ſore; of the ſize 
of a ſmall tea-cup, to uſe the more” $ 
expreſſion, - 

_ The-poultice was: directed to be con- 
tinned — I ſhould: en the infant _ 

whic 
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which was about a week aſterwards. There 
was then an oblong, benign, ulcer, about 
the ſize of a ſix-pence, and diſpoſed to 
heal up. I now deſired the poultice might 
be left off, and only to apply a bit of 
cerat. & lapide calamin. and moderate 


compreſs, By theſe means the ſore was 


healed, when the infant was eight weeks 
old; ſoon after which I ſaw the child in 
perfect health. | 

The integuments at this time had not 
the uſual appearance of the navel, but 
were on the contrary, thin, and little ele- 


vated, but without any thing like an 


umbilical hernia. The ſcar was not larger 


than a ſix- pence, and was not preciſely in 


the middle of the abdomen, but a little 
on the left ſide of the point from which 
the funis naturally riſes. 

From the diſagreeable appearance of 
this caſe when the infant was firſt pre- 
ſented at the hoſpital, ſuch a termination 
was very pleaſant to us, as it leads'to en- 
couragement concerning other obſcure 


diſeaſes; and manifeſts what unexpected 


things 
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things nature is capable of effecting, even 
at this early period, when not Ae 
by any improper treatment. 

The unfortunate infant, it has been ſaid, 
fell a ſacrifice about fix months after birth, 
to another diſeaſe; in conſequence of 
which its body was afterwards carefully 
examined by Dr. MaRSHALI. Dr. CouE 
happening to hear of it, was preſent, and 
informed me, that there could be no 
doubt of the liver having occaſioned the 
tumour we had ſeen; there being yet a 
ſenſible depreſſion remaining, evidently 
marking the ſtricture made upon it by 
the linea alba and recti muſcles; which 
had included about one n of its left 
lobe. | 

Since the laſt los; J have met 
with another inſtance of the hepartom- 
phalos, in a full-grown, but ſtill-born 
fetus; the complaint being alſo aſcertained 
by an examination of the parts. 

Wurnxcz it ſhould come to paſs, that 
infants ſhould not only be born alive 
with, but ſurvive, the hepartomphalos, 

rather 


HRNTIA VENTRALITS. 219 


rather than the common ventral conge- 


nite hernia; or than they would do a large 
congenite exomphalos of the inteſtine; 
may be worthy of inquiry in this place. 
And the reaſon, probably, may be, that 
in the hernia ventralis congenita, whether 
from the protruſion of the liver, or any 
other of the abdominal viſcera, there muſt 
be a deficiency of the muſcular and other 
coverings of the abdomen, and therefore, 
nothing to ſupport, or defend the pro- 
truded organs ſo eſſential to life, but the 
thin peritoneal expanſion. But that, in 
the former, there is, perhaps, no actual 
loſs of ſubſtance, but a mere dilation. of 
the parts; the liver being at the ſame 
time defended by the ſtrong expanſion of 
the funis umbilicalis, which does not give 


way after birth, until nature has had ſuf- 


ficient time to withdraw that viſcus into 
the cavity of the abdomen. This, it is 
imagined, is effected not only by the re- 
moval of the firſt cauſe of its deſcent, 
but alſo by that reſpiration which takes 
place immediately on the birth, and is 

further 
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further aſſiſted by the ligament by which 
the liver is attached to the diaphragm; 
and by means of which it is mechanically 
drawn up, during every exſpiration. 


On the HARE-Lir, and oiher EXTERNAL 
BLeMISHEs, or DiSORDERS, ſuppoſed to 
be Marks of the Mornxk. 


avon it be beyond the preſent pur- 
poſe, to treat on ſurgical Operations, in 
general, I ſhall beg leave to notice a cir- 
cumſtance or two relative to that for the 
hare-lip, as J already have in a few others, 
which frequent opportunities of compar- 
ing the different ſucceſs attending them 
have furniſhed. I fhall afterwards advert 
to ſome other equally common blemiſhes, 
in a view to aſſiſting the younger part of 
my readers to combat the unhappy pre- 
judices of mothers in relation to marking 
their children. This, unfortunately for 
1 | them- 
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themſelves, they are always diſpoſed to 
attribute to a violent impreſſion from the 
ſight of ſome diſagreeable object, or to 
a diſappointment in ſomething they may 


have longed for, during their preg- 


nancy,—And I have choſen this place 
for ſuch obſervations as I have to offer 
on this head, becauſe the bare-lip, and 
ſome other blemiſhes remaining to be 
noticed, bear that reſemblance to objects 
around us, which is wanting in thoſe be- 
fore mentioned. 

The repeated experience of every at- 
tentive obſerver, has uniformly militated 
againſt the tormenting ſuſpicion alluded 
to, but ſtill it prevails, though only to 
the injury of thoſe who ought, for their 
own ſake, to be perſuaded to the con- 
trary. Every man long in buſineſs has 
known many inſtances of mothers, tor- 


menting themſelves for fix orſeven months, 


in the painful apprehenſion of diſcover- 
ing ſome ſad blemiſh in the child, (and 
on this account have trembled to look on 
it when it has come into the world ;} 

| | which 
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which has afterwards proved to be as per- 
fect as they could have withed, and as 
the more diſpaſſionate amongſt their friends 
have all along ventured to foretel. On 
the other hand, where children have been 
born with ſome real blemiſh, it has never 
been ſuſpected by the mother,“ unleſs 

; now 


Among ſeveral inſtances of ſuch blemiſhes in chil- 
dren born in the Britiſh Lying-in Hoſpital, we have 
had ſome remarkable ones of the entire ignorance of any 
ſuppofed cauſe. In one, the infant was more marked 
than almoſtany one I have ever ſeen; but ſhall only no- 
tice, that the eye-lids, part of the noſe and temple, and 
the greater part of one of the cheeks were as black as 
ink, and exactly reſembled a dry. gangrene of the 
parts. In a recent inſtance, the extremities' were un- 
commonly ill-formed, not unlike thoſe of aquatics ; 
but the mothers of theſe infants had gone on to their 
full time, without having received any fright they 
could recollect, or ſuſpecting any thing amiſs in their 
children. | 5 

Theſe children, however, were really ſo disfigured, 
that a lively imagination, with a mind ſtrongly im- 
preſſed, might not only have conceived in them a 
great reſemblance to many objects, but it is more than 
probable, that the parents muſt have actually noticed 
not a few ſuch, during the period of geſtation, Where 

any 
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now and then in a moſt timid - perſon, 


(who has always bred in fear on account 


of one diſagreeable object or other ſhe 
has ſeen,) or elſe, the blemiſh has turned 
out to be ſomething perfectly irrelative to 
it. And here it ought to be noticed, that 
where a child has really been marked, and 


any ſuch deformity therefore may actually have taken 
place, practitioners ſhould argue the point with their 
patients, and endeavour to perſuade them, that ſuch 
Gghts have not been the true cauſe of it, and that ſuch 
objects, therefore, cannot contribute to the produc- 
tion of the like appearances another time.—In this 
view, I cannot help obſerving, that a few years ago, a 
lady of rank acquainted me, that ſhe had paſſed almoſt 
the whole term of geſtation in the apprehenſion of her 
infant being born with a Hare-lif, on account of her 
having been daily met by a labourer working in her 
own grounds, who had ſuch a blemiſh. In this in- 
ſtance, the imagination ſeemed to have done its ut- 
moſt; as the lady conceived ſhe met this man oſtener 
than any other, and: that ſhe could not avoid him, 
walk whichſoever way ſhe might; and in conſequence 
had his image continually before her, either'in reality 
or in recolleion ; and being kept under a continual 
alarm by it, in the end declined walking at all in her 
garden —After the opinion I have advanced, it may 
be needleſs to add, that the child was boru free from 
the apprehended, or any other blemiſh. 


the 
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the mother has inſiſted on her having 
feen, and been frighted by an object 
which the blemiſh has reſembled, it has 
(to the beſt of my knowledge, at leaſt,) 
appeared always to be an after-thought, 
by which the ſuppoſed occaſion of it has 
been diſcovered ; and has not been taken 
notice of before-hand.—It is, however, the 
furtheſt from my thoughts to upbraid the 
ſufferer on this painful occaſion. I wiſh 
only to obviate the influence of a ſenti- 
ment that I take -to be without founda- 
tion—a ſentiment that has originated in 
ignorance, and to which nothing but 
length of time and preſcription could 
have given a ſanction. 

Taar there are blemiſhes which bear a 
reſemblance to various objects around us, 
daily experience has proved; though the 
true occaſion of them is not, perhaps, 
underſtood, The like deviations from the 
ordinary courſe is obſerved, not only in 
various other animals, and that not un- 
frequently, but alſo in the vegetable king- 
dom; in which the ſuppoſed influence 

can 
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can have no place. Thus, fruits are often 
joined -together and diſcoloured, having 
excreſcences, and odd ſhapes, offering 
ſtrange repreſentations reſembling animals, 
as well as anomalous irregularities, ſimilar 
to thoſe found on the bodies of infants : 
all, doubtleſs, proceeding from the eſtab- 
liſhed laws of motion, though not well 
underſtood by us. | 

Ix regard to various diſcolourations 
in the ſkin of infants, fancied to reſem- 
ble fruits, and like them becoming of a 
deeper red in ſummer; it may, however, 
be in point to obſerve, that the epidermis 
is, in ſuch kind of marks, frequently al- 
together wanting, -and if not; is always 
thinner than on other parts. .The ſmall 
blood veſſels being alſo more numerous, 
or nearer the ſurface, the diſcolouration of 
the ſkin becomes a natural conſequence z 
nor can it be any wonder, that this diſ- 
colouration ſhould be greater in ſummer 
than in winter, the cutaneous veſlels be- 
ing then more turgid with blood. The 
like change takes place in every mark on 
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the face, when the perſon either cries, or 
is made angry, or when by any other 
means the blood is made to aſcend to, or 
reſt longer than uſual in the ſuperiour 
parts. All ſuch appearances are, there- 
fore, very eaſily accounted for, without 
ſuppoſing them the conſequence of the 
parent having longed for ſuch fruits as 
ripen, or grow red, in the ſummer months. 
We obſerve alſo fimilar changes in adults 
from long continued ſevere exerciſe, or 
hard-drinking ; many people, before of a 
fair complexion, ſuddenly acquiring a red 
face, or have the noſe both diſcoloured 
and mis-ſhaped. 

The laws of motion will alſo equally 
account for the mutilation, and want of 
parts, the growth of which is ſomewiſe 
interrupted ; it being well known, that 
the ſeveral members and parts-of the body 
are not all formed or unfolded: at once, 
but are puſhed forward in their turn 
after ſome eſtabliſhed law of nature, and 
organical matter. If, therefore, a due pro- 
portion of nouriſhment be with-held from 
. any 
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any part, its proportionate growth is ſup- 
preſſed, or its formation entirely pre- 
vented. Hence the hare- lip; the two 
ſides of the face, which are ſaid to be 


formed ſeparately, being hereby prevented 


from growing together :* the upper lip is; 
at leaſt, one of the laſt parts that come 
into coalition, For the like reaſon it is, 
that infants come into the world with 
large ventral herniæ, the muſcular pa- 
rietes, and eſpecially the ſkin being one 
of the laſt proceſſes in the embryo.F But 
whatſoever may be the weight of theſe 
obſervations, there is certainly nothing 
that we know of in a fright or longing, 
that can produce ſuch a change in or- 
ganized matter, nor can operate in the 
manner that has been ſuppoſed, much 
leſs' at ſuch different periods; but there 
is on the other hand, every thing againſt 


* For further remarks on this ſubject, the reader is 
referred to a Paper written by Mr. Lucas of Letds, 


Iv. 
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in the Memoirs of the Medical Society of London, Vol. 
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ſuch an hypotheſis; which has accord- 
ingly always given way in ee | 
ages. 4 

It is well obſerved "i Dr. BLronDEL, 
that were a due catalogue drawn up of all 
the irregularities, diſcovered at the birth, 
that are ſuppoſed to proceed from the 
mother's Imagination, they would appear 
to be the fame over and over again, with no 
great difference, and very capable of being 
reduced into certain claſſes. Does not this 
intimate, that they proceed from the laws 
of motion, and the ſtructure of the or- 
gans? There are beſides many conſidera- 
ble deformities, which are never referred 
to the Imagination, viz. the irregular confor- 
mation of the viſcera, &c. Is the whole 
empire of the microcoſm ſo divided be- 
tween Nature and the Imagination, that 
ona rules within, and the other governs 
the outward parts? 

The fetus is alſo a diſtinct individuum; 
1 has the circulation of the blood inde- 
pendant on the mother; its own genus 


nervoſum ; a ſeparate ſecretion of juices, 
vi! and 
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and all the functions of animal economy 
in itſelf. - On this account, we ſeea weak 


mother bearing a very ſtrong and luſty 


child, et vice versà; the mother being to 
her infant, what the earth is to a plant: the 


latter being ſtrong may not be injured by 


being moved into a very different ſoil; or 
being tender, may, or may not, be be- 
nefited by it. 

CullpRrx have likewiſe diſcaſcs of 2 


own while in utero, ſuch as cataract and 
gutta ſerena, varices, aneuriſms, hydro- 
cephalus; they are born blind, deaf, &c. 
- Taz inſtance ſo often adduced from the 


ſacred hiſtorian in oppoſition to ſuch argu- 
ments,“ is, by no means, in point: for 


without adverting to the very peculiar 


natural circumſtances in that tranſaction, 
which are wanting in ordinary inſtances, 


it is ſufficient to abſerve, that there was 


therein an evident ſupernatural interpo- 
ſition. Should any one doubt of this, he 
has only to make a ſimilar experiment, 
the reſult of which will, bah. have 


* cao. Ch. 90. ver. 37. 42. 1 
23 more 
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more weight than ten thouſand argu- 
ments. f As matter of fact therefore, as 
before obſerved, does not at all counte- 
nance, but directly contradi& the hypo- 
theſis, there is good ground for married 
women being argued out of ſuch fears, 
and delivered from that painful conflict 
for weeks and months together; which 
ſo many of them endure. It will give: 
me great pleaſure if any thing I have ad- 
vanced on the ſubject, ſhould anſwer ſo 
deſirable. an end; whilft reaſon, philoſo- 
phy, experience, and every thing on 
which we ought to depend, conſpire to 
ſupport ſuch an attempt. 
Amonssr the various Marks reſembling 
ſome of the objects around us, that called 


+ Though I have ventured to ſay this, it is probable, 
there was alſo a coincidence of circumſtances, although 
not in the manner vulgarly conceived of. For many 
critical and fatisfaQory remarks, however, on the 
above paſſage of holy writ, the more curious reader 
may conſult a learned tract, on the Strength of the Ima- = 
gination in pregnant ꝛuomen, written by Dr. BLONDEL, a 
member of the College of Phyſicians, Anno. 1727. 


the 
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the Hare- lip is the moſt common; a ble- 
miſh therefore too well known to require 
a formal deſcription. It is ſufficient to 
obſerve, that it is of two kinds; the ſim- 
ple, wherein the upper lip only is diz 
vided, either wholly or in part, with ſome 
loſs of ſubſtance; and the complex, in 
which the fiſſure of the lip is double : in 
ſome inſtances, the portion between the 
fiſſures is likewiſe too ſmall to fill up the 
cavity, and in ſome it adheres to the very 
tip of the noſe. The upper jaw, alſo, 
with the palate of the mouth, and even 
the uvula are ſometimes divided. It would 
be befide my purpoſe, in this place, to 
treat of the manner in which this defor- 
mity and defection is to be remedied, eſpe- 
cially as that muſt vary conſiderably in 
different caſes; I ſhall confine myſelf to 
ſpeaking only of the time in which it 
ought to be attempted. 

Various conſiderations contribute to 
make the diſtreſſed parent ſolicitous to 
have this blemiſh removed ſoon after the 
infant is born, or at furtheſt. before the 
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month ſhall be expired. On this account, 
I am convinced, the operation has ſome- 
times been prematurely performed, con- 
trary to the better judgment of the opera- 
tor, and the child thereby fallen a ſacri- 
fice; whilſt others have received much 
leſs benefit than they would have done, 
had the operation been poſtponed for a 
reaſonable time. Where the blemiſh is 
very trifling, indeed, and the operation 
ſimple, it may, in many caſes, be done 
with ſafety in the courſe of the month, 
or a little after; and if the child be able 
to ſuck, which is not always the caſe, 
there are even ſome advantages in per- 
forming it ſooner. For as the child will 
not be able to take the breaſt for two 
days at leaſt aſter the operation, it will 
with difficulty be kept tolerably quiet by 
the ſpoon after it has been once put to the 
breaſt; but as infants need but very little 
nouriſhment for the firſt days after birth, 
and generally ſleep a good deal; if the 
operation be done twenty-four hours after 
the child 1s born, it will be in a condi- 
| | tion 
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tion to ſuck by the time it requires much 
nouriſhment, and the mother's breaſt is 
prepared to furniſh it. But in the com- 
plex hare-lip the caſe is exceedingly dif- 
ferent, and the longer the operation 1s 
poſtponed, the better it is likely to ſuc- 
 ceed; and ſhould, at leaſt, be deferred till 
the child ſhall be four or five months old. 
By this time alſo, the infant will have got 
over the period in which it is peculiarly 
liable to ſeveral painful and dangerous 
complaints ; will be thoroughly weaned 
from its hankering after the breaſt, and 
have learned to feed contentedly with the 
ſpoon ; by which children with this kind 
of hare-lip are obliged to be ſupported, 
they being generally unable to ſuck. At 
this period likewiſe, the parts will have 
acquired ſuch a fize as will admit of 
handling them to greater advantage, as 
well as a degree of firmneſs neceſſary to 
retain the needles; for the want of which, 
though the operation may appear to have 
2 been favourably performed, the needles 
will ſometimes break out, and the defor- 
1 mity 
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mity be but little removed, or perhaps 
ſometimes increaſed. 
I nav once ſeen another blemiſh of 
the mouth in a child born at the hoſpital, 
which required a ſimilar operation. In 
this infant, the mouth was much wider 
on one fide than on the other, and ap- 
peared as if it had been divided far into 
the cheek, which occaſioned a very awk- 
ward appearance; but as it was capable 
of being remedied in the ſame manner as 
the hare-lip, I ſhall only obſerve, that 
when I withdrew the pins on the third 
day, the parts adhered very firmly, and 
the child left the hoſpital at the uſual 
time. | 
AmonGsT other blemiſhes that may re- 
quire ſurgical aſſiſtance, are thoſe which 
women are wont more eſpecially to call 
marks being ſpots, more or leſs elevated 
above the ſurrounding ſkin, and of various 
forms and colours. . Theſe may fall on 
any parts of the body, but are very little 
regarded except when found on ſome un- 
covered part, eſpecially the face, where, 
I per- 
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perhaps, this kind is moſt e met 
with. | | 

Theſe, however, vary * much in e 
ſize, and in ſome other more important 
eircumſtances, that it were nugatory to 
attempt to point out the preciſe opera- 
tion adapted to many of them. Suffice 
it to ſay, that in ſome, exciſion of the 
diſcoloured and elevated parts, or de- 
ſtroy ing them by cauſtic, is the only re- 
medy; in others, compreſſion alone is 
ſufficient; and in a few, compreſſion, to- 
gether with ſlight puncture and cauftic 
will. be called for. In ſome parts of the 
face, as the cheeks, lips, the noſe and 
near the eyes, the knife or lancet muſt 
be had recourſe to with caution ; though 
whenever made uſe of, it will be neceſ- 
ſary to carry them full as deep, and far, 
as the diſtempered veſſels may happen to 
extend, or the operation will not be com- 
pletely ſucceſsful. It is, indeed, ſome- 
times neceffary to repeat it; and it will 
be better to do ſo, than to deſtroy any 
Went parts unneceſſarily, by which the 


ſcar 
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| fear might be extended. Where great 
caution has been found neceſſary, it will 
ſometimes happen, that though the ble- 
miſh may ſeem to have been fully re- 
moved, the redneſs and tumour will after 
ſome months return; but even here, as. 
a touch with the argentum nitratum, after 
lightly ſcarifying the parts, or at moſt, 
the carrying the lancet a little deeper than 
at firſt, will perfect the cure, it were pity 
it ſhould be neglected, diſtreſſing as the 
idea of 'a ſecond operation muſt be to 
the parents of the infant. In ſome in- 
ſtances, however, the recurring elevation 
as well as diſcolouration of the part, when 
flight, have gradually ſubſided without a 
ſecond operation; which it may there- 
fore be proper to defer for a few months: 
an inſtance of which I ſaw lately; where a 
ſecond operation had been adviſed by the 
late Mr. HuN TER. From the very great 
advantages derived from theſe means, in 
ſome very unpromiſing caſes that I have 
been witneſs to, I have been led to offer 
theſe remarks; , and not doubting, that 

other 
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other practitioners have ſeen the like, I 
wiſh to impreſs the idea of conſulting 
fome ſkilful ſurgeon upon every great 
blemiſh; perſuaded that many parents 
will, in the event, have occaſion to be 
thankful for ſuch conſultation. 

A pirrERENT kind of blemiſh conſiſts 
in little tumours and ſuperfluous parts, 
without any diſcolouration of the ſurface. 
The former lie more or leſs deep un- 
der the ſkin, and conſiſt of extravaſated 
lymph, hardened fat, or indurated glands. 
Some of theſe likewiſe may be effaced 
merely by compreſſion, while others can 
be removed only by cauſtic or exciſion. 
Pendulous parts, ſometimes adhere only 
by a ſmall baſe, like a thread, and may 
then be removed by only paſſing a tight 
ligature round them. But ſhould any 
even adhere more firmly, and be only a 
ſmall joint, ſuch as a finger or a toe, it 
were better to have it taken off on the 
firſt days; as the veſſels will then bleed 
but little, and the griſtles by which ſuch 
joints are uſually connected, are not yet 
be- 
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become bony. But ſhould the part be more 
completely formed, it may be neceſſary 
to delay the operation awhile longer, that 
by diſcovering which of the duplicates 
may take the lead, the more promiſing 
one may be preſerved ; which is not al- 
ways to be known with certainty at the 
birth. 

I MenTION one more trifling blemiſh, 
which I note with a peculiar ſatisfaction, 
from experience that nature alone is able 
to remedy it in certain inſtances wherein 
EF had previouſly conceived, that ſome 
conſiderable recourſe to art would be ne- 
ceſſary. This conſiſts of diverſe unna- 
tural forms of ſome parts about the head, 
particularly of the ears and noſe. The 
latter of theſe is, certainly, of the more 
importance, and is ſometimes turned 
greatly on one ſide, with one of the noſ- 
trils open very largely, and the other 
compreſſed. Suffice it to ſay, that after 
trying what might be done by plaſter, 
bandage, and other contrivances, nature 
alone by the force of the circulating 

juices, 
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juices, has brought the parts, in the 
courſe of a few weeks, into their proper 
form. ofa . | * 
Bxroxx I quit this part of the ſubject, 
T ſhould remark, that certain maculæ 
take place even after birth ; but theſe are 
not very common. They conſiſt of ſmall 
red, or black ſpots, about the face, and 
believe are diſpoſed to increaſe in fize, 
and ſhould therefore be early removed by 
the point of a lancet, as may then be 
eaſily done. 

Beſide theſe, there are blemiſhes of far 
greater importance, ſome of which de- 
mand an operation as the only chance 
for preſerving the life of the infant. Suck 
are imperforations of the vagina, the anus, 
and the urethra, 

Tur Vacina is ſometimes ine 
on the external, at others, only in the 
more internal parts; and is in different 
degrees. The latter more commonly re- 

lates only to the hymen, which requir- 
ing an operation to be performed about 
the age of puberty, I ſhall do. no more 
- | than 
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than barely mention here, eſpecially as it 
requires only a ſimple, or crucial inciſion, 
and-to preſerve the orifice open. Where 
the imperforation is in the ſubſtance of 
the vagina itſelf, I have never found an 
operation to be of any uſe, though I have 
known it attempted, in the adult, with 
great addreſs and reſolution. 

I have never met with the external parts 
totally imperforate, there being always a 
ſmall opening at the meatus urinarius ; 
but I have found the aperture to the 
vagina ſo very ſmall as to require a little 
operation, which is mighty eaſily done 
with the point of a lancet, there being 
always a raphe, or line, directing the ex- 
tent nature has ſeemed originally to in- 
tend, which being cut through, requires 
only to be kept apart for a few days, by 
a bit of fine lint. | 
- This has been the uſual mode of reme- 
dying this defection ; but I have for ſome 
years altogether rejected the aſſiſtance of 
the lancet, the parts being very eaſily ſe- 
parated by the. fingers even in children 

of 
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of ſeveral years old. It is not improba- 
ble, that the like method might ſucceed 
though the operation ſnould be neglected 
till the time of puberty, the parts ſeem- 
ing rather to adhere in conſequence of 
ſome very ſlight inflammation, than to 
have been originally ill- formed. A mere 
oozing of blood is perceived in conſe- 
quence of this mode of ſeparating the 
labia, which in the preſent inſtance, at 
leaſt, ſeems preferable to inciſion, and 
may poſſibly afford leſs pain to the infant, 
as well as be leſs unpleaſant in idea to its 
parents. 

It is in this inſtance peculiarly impor- 
tant, that practitioners in midwifery, and 
others attending at the birth, ſhould exa- 
mine infants very attentively in regard to 
this domplaint, which may be otherwiſe 
overlooked; the defection proving no ob- 
ſtacle to the natural excretions. I have 
met with ſeveral inſtances of it in chil- 
dren from three to ſix years old, in whom 


the complaint was but newly diſcovered, 


and it has been, in others, neglected to 
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the time of puberty, and even of mar- 
riage, and muſt then prove of ſerious 
conſequence, and may even be attended 
with hazard.“ 

"Taz Rrcrum likewiſe is ſometimes 
found opening into the vagina; a caſe that 
affords but little proſpet of relief. It 
ſhould, however, be attempted ; but the 
kind of operation muſt depend ſo much 
upon circumſtances, that it cannot be 
here pointed out with any preciſion. 
Tux Anwvs is ſometimes cloſed only by a 
thin membrane, ſo that the day after birth 
the meconium may be diftinctly felt, and 
in a manner feen ſhining through it. 
ZuincterusF reports fuch a caſe, which 
was relieved by only a flight puncture 
with a lancet, and paſſing the point of a 
finger into the bowel for two or three 
days afterwards—a bougie, one ſhould 
think, would be every wiſe as proper. 


* See — a Morniſhen Obfervationes Medico- 
Chirurgice. Dreſd#, 169}. 


+ Theodor. Zuingerus. Bafilee, 1722. 
Bur 
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But more commonly the imperforate 
anus is a melancholy caſe, as it ſeldom 
allows of an effectual remedy, the gut 
often terminating in a cul de ſac ſo high 
up as not to be reached; it is not, how- 
ever, always to be deſpaired of, though 
no fluctuation of tht inteſtinal contents 
ſhould be felt for two or three days after 
the infant 1s born. 

Though this ſad defection is not very 
uncommon, I remember only two caſes 
of the kind in live-born children at the 
Britiſh Lying-in hoſpital. One of theſe, 
it fell to my lot to attend, and I hap- 
pened to ſucceed, contrary, indeed, to 
all expectation, and after the child had 
puked up a great quantity of meconium ; 
and not only the belly, but alſo the face 
was become exceedingly tumid, and the 
eyes had not been opened for ſome time. 

Taz manner of doing this operation 
muſt, in different caſes, depend ſo much | 
on the diſcretion of the operator, that I 
ſhall do no more than deſcribe that which 


I made uſe of in the inſtance alluded to; 
ts and 


— 
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and this may, poſſibly, be acceptable, as 
the operation is not often performed with 
ſucceſs. It may be previoufly obſerved, 
that it ought to be poſtponed as long as 
it ſafely can, that the depending part of 
the bowel may be diſtended, and puſhed 
as low down as poſſible; the reaſon for 
which is ſufficiently obvious: and to this 
delay I am much inclined to attribute the 
fucceſs with which it was followed in the 
operation I performed. 

This was not determined upon by my 
colleagues till the third day. A longitu- 
dinal inciſion was then made, of about 
half an inch, above and below the part 
where the anus ought to have been, which 
was marked by a little excreſcence; a 
ſmall biſtoury was afterwards thruſt up in 
the uſual direction of the bowel, for more 
than an inch. No meconium following 
this puncture, I examined carefully with 
my finger, and feeling ſomething like 
the fluctuation meconium would make, I 
introduced a trocar, and withdrawing my 
finger, I carried up the inſtrument in ſuch 

a direc- 
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a direction as to avoid injuring . the blad- 


der, or forcing it againſt the os coccygis, 
for near an inch further; making allow- 
ance, however, for the yielding of the 
parts, which might be ſomewhat forced 
up by the trocar. The inſtrument hav- 
ing now paſſed forwards, without that 
reſiſtance it had hitherto met with, gave 
me the ſenſation of having entered a ca- 
vity ; when withdrawing the trocar, we 
had the ſatisfaction of finding the me- 
conium running out at the canula. The 
child was now put into a warm- bath, up 
to the waiſt, and in a few minutes hav- 
ing voided a conſiderable quantity of me- 
conium, it opened its eyes, looked cheer- 
fully about it, and fell into a pleaſant 
ſleep before it was taken out of the bath. 
A piece of bougie was occaſionally i in- 


troduced, and ſometimes left in the part, : 


for a few hours, for the firſt fortnight ; 
after which the child recovered faſt, and 
at the uſual time was taken from the 
hoſpital in pretty good health, though it 


bad, been much reduced by a bad. thruſh, 
R 3 which 
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which unfortunately made its appearance 
foon after the operation; but it always 
voided 1 its ſtools perfectly well. 

Tax imperforate prwis is not quite ſo 
common a caſe ; but is not unfrequently 
ſuſpected, when the aperture of the paſ- 
fage is merely ſtopped up by a little mu- 
cus; and ſhould therefore be examined in 
good time. In this caſe waſhing the part 
with warm milk and water, or at moſt, 
a little aſſiſtance with a ſmall probe, or 
any ſuch blunt pointed inſtrument, will 
be ſufficient to open the paſſage. But it 

is evident, if the urethra be wanting no 
operation can be undertaken : it is, how- 
ever, more commonly found open a 'cer- 
tain way, and often as far as the baſis of 
the glans, and ſometimes near to its ex- 
tremity ; in which laſt inſtance, it is ne- 
ceſſary only to make a ſmall aperture with 
u lancet, or a fine trocar, and to keep 
the part open by the occaſional introduc- 
tion of a flender bougie. The more com- 
mon complaint of this part however, is 
that of the urinary pallige terminating 
by 
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by a ſmall aperture at a little diſtance he- 
Jow the glans, and ſometimes on one fide 
of it. In theſe caſes, the preciſe circum- 
ſtances muſt determine the propriety of 
any operation; which if not judiciouſly 
managed, may render the caſe worſe than 
it was. I recollect two indeed, in which 
I was able to do conſiderable ſervice, one 
of which was in the preſence of the late 
Sir Cxs8az Hawkins, and the other of 
the late Dr. HunTzs,; in the latter, the 
urine was diſcharged from one fide of 
the penis, and pretty low WER which 
was very happily remedied. 

There are other mal- 3 of this 
part, by which it is drawn downwards, or 
to one fide; the peculiar circumſtances 
of which, muſt point out the nature of 
the operation moſt likely to afford relief. 
This will generally conſiſt in a ſimple in- 
cCiſion of the ſkin, where it may happen 
to be too tight gr ſhort, and keeping the 
divided edges at a diſtance from each 
other, till the little ſore ſhall be healed; 
or ſometimes by dividing the upper part 
R 4 of 
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of the prepuce, as in the periphimoſis ; 
*which I have found ſucceſsful in a late 
inſtance. | 

I avs likewiſe known the Ears to be 
imperforate, a caſe that admits of no re- 
medy; but the external appearance may 
ſometimes be improved, when the helix 
is turned forwards over the tragus, cover- 
ing that part which ought to lead to the 
internal ear; but in theſe caſes, I have 
always found the concha, and meatus au- 
ditorius, totally obliterated. 

ANoTHER, and a very common blemiſh, 
is that called sqQuInTING, which is ſome- 
times contracted by very young infants, 
and may then frequently be remedied, 
eſpecially if confined to one eye; but if 
2 child be born with this deformity, or 
it be conſequent to fits, it is not ſo likely 
to be removed. The means I have to re- 
commend are, indeed, very ſimple. A 
very important one, however, is to apply 
a piece of ſticking-plaſter ſpread on ſome 
bright- coloured filk, in ſuch a poſition, 
either on the temple, or the noſe, agree- 


ably 
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ably to the fide on which the eye is diſ- 
torted, as may draw it the contrary way. 
In order to keep up this attraction, the 
colour of the ſilk ought to be varied from 
time to time, as well as its fituation, 
placing it a little higher, or lower, both 
for the ſake of change, that the ſkin may 
not be fretted, as well as to anſwer any 
other end, that a due obſervation on its 
effects may point out. Beſides this, the 
child ought always to be placed with that 
ſide towards the light from which the 
eye is diſtorted; and for the like reaſon, 
its parents, nurſe, play- things, and every 
other object that can attract its notice, 
ſhould as conſtantly as poſſible be on the 
ſame ſide, that the child may have every 
inducement its age and circumſtances will 
allow, to draw the eye the right way, 
and \by early habit, counteract a muſcu- 
lar action that is not yet become perma- 
3 Y tt! 11 chr 23089 

Another method mare proper for older 
children, 1s covering the eyes with ogles, 
which are glaſſes fixed in a little caſe, 
ſuch 
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ſuch as many people wear when they ride 
on horſe-back. They muſt be ſo placed, 
That the child can ſee no object but by 
turning the eyes to the ſides from which 
they are diſtorted. Or, an opake cover- 
ing of a ſimilar form may be worn, with 
only a very ſmall aperture in the center, 

by which the child will be obliged to 
Jook ſtrait forward. It is ſcarcely neceſ- 
ſary to add, that theſe contrivances muſt 
tbe worn conſtantly, till the bad habit 
ſhall be overcome. 
Wars the caſt is confined to one eye, 
it has been recommended to cover the 
other; whereby the infant will in a little 
Time acquire the habit of directing the 
affected one more properly. After this, 
the ſound eye ſhould be gradually un- 
covered, ſo as to admit the light by de- 
grees. The child, it is ſaid, will by this 
means very ſoon be enabled to direct both 
eyes properly to the ſame object. 

To this end likewiſe, ſuch children 
may be made to look at their own eyes 


* A mirror for a few minutes, ſeveral 
at times 
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times in a day; but with the precaution 
that each eye be directed to that which 
correſponds with it in the glaſs ; con- 
triving, ſomewiſe, to render this remedy 
a kind of amuſement. I ſhall only add 
on this head, that children who are in- 
clined to ſquint ought not -to be ex- 
poſed to a very ſtrong light, nor learn to 
read very young. 

Infants are liable, indeed, to innumer- 
able blemiſhes; but as I mean to treat 
only of ſuch as call for medical attention, 
and admit of ſome remedy, I ſhall men- 
tion only two or three more, which are 
very common, and with them cloſe what 
I have to ſay on their Complaints. 


Vari and VALGI. . 


differ only with reſpect to the ſide to 
which the foot is turned; in the former, 
wle ſoles of the feet being turned inwards, 
and 


„ are diſtortions of the feet, and 
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and in the latter outwards: the curative 
intention is therefore alike in both. The 
complaint is ſometimes very trifling, and 
ſeems to have been owing only to ſome 
cramped poſition of the feet in utero, and 
in that caſe, diſappears before the end of 
the month. In other inftances, there is 
evidently a contraction, 1f not accurtation 
of the tendons, which calls for conſiderable 
attention. The remedy, however, is ob- 
viqus enough, and frequently conſiſts only 
in the proper application of a roller and 
paſteboard ſplints, ſo as gradually to bring 
the foot to its natural. poſition; and in 
proportion as it inclines thereto, increaſ- 
ing the force and) tightning the roller, 
every two or three days. 

Turk is alſo another very common 
diftortion of the feet, in which they 
are turned upward towards the inſtep : 
but the mode of treatment is alike in 
them all, and the cure will uſually be 
effected in a reaſonable time. — The like 
eaſy means, therefore, will generally be 
leni to remedy a contraction of the 


joints 


Dis roa rrons of the Peer and Hands. 2 53 
joints of the fingers, and various awk- 
ward poſitions of the toes, with which 


ſome infants come into the world. 
All theſe complaints may, nevertheleſs, 


be ſometimes more conſiderable, and in 


ſuch caſe, eſpecially if neglected for many 
months, or even years, as they ſometimes 
are, require the aſſiſtance of ſome ſteel 
inſtrument, or irons, (as they are called) 
which are properly contrived for theſe 
and other diſtortions, as of the knees, &c. 
by Meſrs. Bowley, Sheldrake, and other 
truſs-makers ; who ſeldom fail of bring- 


ing the parts into a more natural form, 
even in the worſt caſes, whenever the 


complaint may be thought worthy of the 
time and attention that may be required. 


But a leſs troubleſome contrivance, and | 


therefore better adapted to ſome country 
places, is a ſhoe made of tin, and lined 
with leather, as invented by Mr. Warrte 
of Mancheſter. This muſt be well adapted 
to the foot, and a part of the leg, and be 
properly ſecured by ſtrings. 3 

| Orura 
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Ornzx imperfections might be noticed, 
either remediable by obvious means, to 
be adapted, according to particular cir- 
cumſtances, by the perſons attending; or 
ſuch as happily remedy themſelves in a 
little time. Among the former, I ſhall, 
however, mention one that occurred lately, 
which being new to other gentlemen who 
were conſulted as well as myſelf, its 
favourable termination afforded peculiar 
ſatisfaction. | 

The ſubject of this, beſides a ſlight de- 
gree of varus in one foot, had a contrac- 
tion of the leg and thigh on that ſide; 
fo that the heel and foot were drawn back 
towards the nates, and the Knee to the 
abdomen. In this poſition the infant 
ſeemed to be eaſy, but to ſuffer great pain 
when the limbs were forced into the ſame 
extended poſition with the others: for it 
never ſtretched them out itſelf for up- 
wards of three weeks. Two or three con- 
ſultations were held during the month, 
and it was thought by one gentleman, 
that the glutæi muſcles were a little ſwol- 
len ; 
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len; but this fulneſs was not very evi- 
dent. Oily embrocations, a bliſter, leeches, 
and the ſemicupium were had recourſe 
to, of which the two latter were probably 
the moſt uſeful; but it was not until they 
had been ſeveral times employed, that the 
infant was obſerved to ſtraiten the limb, 
and at firft, only now and then; but a 
few days afterwards it moved it as freely 
as the other, 


| | - 
- 
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AS a matter of curioſity and novelty to 
the young reader, I ſhall cloſe this part of 
my ſubject with briefly noticing certain 
peculiarities reſpecting the eyes and hair ; 
ſome of which have likewiſe been laid 
to the charge of the imagination. Hair, for 
inſtance, of an unuſually light colour, has 
at the age of three or four years, changed 
in a ſhort time to a very dark brown; and 
the child in conſequence, not been recog- 
nifed by thoſe who had not ſeen it for 
ſeveral months. Accounts of a fimilar 
change in the colour of the eyes are, I be- 
lieve, : 
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lieve, not well founded; at leaſt, I have 
never noticed it myſelf, nor heard of ſuch 
a change upon good authority; though 
the eyes of infants ſometimes become a 
little darker, than they have been thought 
to be at the birth. But there are inſtances 
of infants born with the eyes of different 
colours, as well as the hair on the head; 
and in both, the colour is permanent. 
Sometimes, only one lock of hair has 
varied from the reſt ; but I have ſeen two 
inſtances of the one half being red, (as it 
is termed) and the other half, in one in- 
ſtance, black, and in the other, white. 
In the latter, the white part was exceed- 
ingly bright, ſoft, and of a filky texture, 
unlike that of hair, but feeling like un- 
dreſſed, or raw filk, and no wiſe differing 
from that of the Albino,“ of which hke- 

| wiſe, 


* As 2 matter of like curioſity wy be added a brief 
account of the Abo. 

Tris name is given by the Laliaus to children hat 
beads are covered with a peculiar white hair of a very 
ſoft texture; not uncommonly met with about the 


Lalian fide of the Al, and liner iſe in Switzerland. 
The 
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wiſe, I have known two inſtances in this 
country, and children of the ſame parents ; 
who had the one, brown, and the other, 
black hair. 


The hair is whiter than that of any old people, or 
of any quadruped, as well as much ſofter; it, indeed, 
reſembles filk more than hair, and retains this texture 
through life. What is further remarkable is, that all 
children born with this kind of hair have eyes of as 
fingular a colour, and that is, a pale red, or pink, 
which extends as well to the pupil, as over the iris. 
It may be remarked, by way of analogy, that ſome 
quadrupeds amongſt us, of a breed originally foreign, 
whoſe hair is perſectly white, have always eyes either 
of a fine blue, or of a pink colour; but in the Abi SR 
they are always red, which like the hair, is ſubje& 'Þ 
to no change. | " 
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